i+c.c.ob/B 


STee^y  H 


i 


* 


The  INDIA  OFFICER’S  and  TRADER’S 
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homeward  bound  ; a LIST  of  the  CLEARING-STORES  homeward; 
the  Quantities  of  Piece  and  weighable  Goods  allowed  to  a Ton ; and 
the  Duties  of,  and  Drawbacks  on,  Eafi- India  Goods,  agreeable  to  the 
Confolidation-Adt. 
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PRICE  FIVE  SHILLINGS. 


" <&ntfre$  at  &tationettMj[?aH,  according 

Sid  of  parliament. 


PRIVI  LEGES 


Ijff'uen  to  Officers  in  the  Eaji- India  Servicet 
outward  and  homeward  bound. 


OUTWARD  BOUND. 


E ^ H E tonnage 
X officers  of  (hi 

allowed 

ps  of 

755 

as  follows  ; thofe  of 

a lefs  bui 

tion. 

Tons. 

Ft. 

Commander  — 

S6 

20 

Chief  Mate  — 

5 

0 

Second  Mate  — 

4 

0 

Third  Mate  — 

3 

0 

Purfer  — — 

3 

0 

Surgeon  — — 

3 

0 

Fourth  Mate  — 

2 

0 

Fifth  Mate  ■ — • 

1 

0 

Boatfwain  ■ — 

1 

0 

Gunner  — — 

1 

0 

Carpenter  — 

1 

0 

Surgeon’s  Mate  — 

1 

0 

outward  to  commanders  and 


Captain’s  Steward  — 
Ship’s  ditto  — — 

Caulker  — — 

Sail-maker  — — 

Cooper  — — 

Captain’s  Cook  — 

Ship’s  ditto  — — 

Carpenter’s  Firft  Mate- 
4 Quarter-Mafters  — 

4 Midfliipmen  — 

Armourer  — — 

Midfliipmen  and  Cock-. 

Twain  — ^ J 

« 


v <T> 


ra 

n 


The  commanders  are  allowed  to  fhip  any  par|  of  their 
privilege  in  lead, — fteel, — rod,  hoop,  bolt,  and  bar,  iron,- 
— anchors, — grapnels, — and  red  and  white  lead, — anchors 
and  grapnels  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  5 tons. 

The  tonnage  of  the  commander’s  indulgence  in  gruff 
goods,  goods  by  weight  (not  being  metals)  and  other  goods 
allowed  to  b6  carried  out  in  private  trade,  and  taken  by 
meafurement,  is  limited  to  the  amount  of  38  tons. 

A 


The 


3 Privileges  outward  bouud. 

The  officers  are  allowed  to  fhlp  their  refpe&ive  indul- 
gences in  lead, — fteel, — rod,  hoop,  bolt,  and  bar,  iron,— 
red  and  white  lead,  — and  any  gruff  or  meafurable  goods’, 
not  prohibited  by  the  company. 

The  tonnage  of  all  wheel  carriages  to  be  afcertained  from 
the  moll  accurate  ellimate  of  the  folid  contents  of  the  wheels 
and  carriage,  and  the  body  to  be  taken  according  to  the 
adlual  meafure  of  the  cafe  in  which  it  fhall  be  packed. 

The  tonnage  of  wine  and  other  liquors  in  bottles  to  b? 
computed  at  the  ufual  rate  of  36  dozen  to  the  ton. 

It  is  to  beobferved  as  an  invariable  rule,  (unlefs  in  fome 
Very  particular  cafes,  of  which  the  committee  of  fhipping  are 
to  determine,)  that  all  articles  in  private  trade  (liquors  as  a- 
bove  excepted)  which  with  their  packages  weigh  more  than 
they  meafure,  be  taken  by^  weight,  and  fuch  packages  as 
meafure  more  than  they  weigh  be  taken  by  measurement. 

The  company  do  not  permit  to  be  exported,  in  private 
trade,  cloth  or  any  forts  of  woollen  goods,  copper,  warlike 
ftores,  clocks,  toys,  or  other  articles  ornamented  with 
jewels  and  bullion,  except  bullion  in  China  Ihips  ; and 
fhould  the  commanders  and  officers  of  thofe  fhips,  not  be 
able  to  invert  to  the  amount  of  the  under-mentioned  fums 
re'fpe&ively  in  goods,  in  that  cafe  the  court  will  permit  them 
to  carry  out  bullion  to  make  up  the  amount,  viz. 

Commander 
Chief  Mate 
Second  Mate 
Third  Mate 
Purfer  — ■* 

Surgeon  — 

The  commanders  of  China  fhips  are  farther  allowed  to 
carry  out  feparately  to  the  amount  of  3000I.  in  bullion  for 
the  purchafe  of  gold,  but  the  whole  quantity  of  goods  and 
bullion,  as  well  as  the  coral  and  other  articles  hereafter  men- 
ioned  to  be  carried  out,  muft  not  exceed  the  allowance  of 
tonnage  to  each  perfon  as  before-mentioned. 

The  commanders  and  officers  of  fhips  in  the  company’s 
fervice,  are  allowed  to  invert  the  following  fums  in  coral, 
amber,  coral  beads,  amber  beads,  pearls,  emeralds,  and 
any  fort  of  precious  ftones,  upon  producing  an  invoice  of  the 
Amount  upon  oath,  and  paying  the  fame  duties  to  the  com- 
pany, 


£}ooo 

3°° 

200 

150 

1 5° 
150 


Fourth  Mate 
Fifth  Mate — - 
Boatfwain  — • 
Gunner  — 
Carpenter  — 


— £ 100 

— 50 

— 50 

— 50 

— 50 


Privileges  outward  hound.  g 

pany,  and  confulage  or  commiflion  in  India  and  China,  as 
the  traders  in  thofe  articles  pay  for  the  fame;  and  on  all 
exceedings  of  thefe  allowances  they  will  farther  be  charged 
freight  by  the  company  for  the  fame. 


Commander 
Chief  Mate 
Second  Mate 
ird  Mate 


£2000 

500 

400 

3co 


Fourth  Mate 
Surgeon  — 
Purler  — 


— £l0(> 

— 300 

— 3 03 


The  preceding  tonnage,  and  other  allowances,  are  for  the 
proper  ufe  and  account  of  the  aforefaid  perfons,  and  they 
are  not  on  any  confideration  allowed  to  difpofe  of  their  own, 
or  make  ufe  of  the  privilege  of  any  other  perfon  whomfo- 
ever,  unlels  the  court  fhall  at  any  time  think  proper  to  dif- 
penfe  with  the  fame. 


CERTIFICATES. 

The  commanders  and  officers  are  at  liberty  to  pay  any 
part  of  the  produce  of  their  outward  adventure  into  the 
company’s  calh  in  India,  for  which  they  may  have  certifi- 
cates granted  them  on  the  court  of  directors,  at  the  ufual 
rates  of  exchange,  not  exceeding  5000/.  fherling,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  to  be  divided  among  them  as  un- 
der, which  will  become  payable,  a moiety  in  90  days,  and 
a moiety  in  365  days,  after  fight. 


Commander 
Chief  Mate 
Second  Mate 
Tni.d  Mate 
Purler  — 
Surgeon  — 


“ £35 10 

— 3 10 

— 250 

— 186 

— 186 

— 186 


Fourth  Mate 
Fifth  Mate 
Boatfwai.n  — 
Gunner  — 
Carpenter  — 


£124 

62 

62 

62 

6? 


Particulars  <sf  Stores  allowed  the  undermen - 
tioned  Officers , outward. 

Chief  Mate — 24  dozen  of  wine,  beer,  or  otherliquor 
2 firkins  of  butter 
1 cwt.  of  cheefe 
1 cwt.  of  grocery 
l cafe  of  pickles 
A 2 


Second 


Privileges  outward  bound . 

Second  Mate — 20  dozen  of  wine,  beer,  or  other  liquor 

other  articles  the  fame  as  chief  ma^ 
Third  Mate  — 16  dozen  of  liquor 
2 firkins  of  butter 
1 cwt.  of  cheefe 
\ cwt.  of  grocery 
1 cafe  of  pickles 
Fourth  Mate — 12  dozen  of  liquor 

other  articles  the  fame  as  third  mate. 

Fifth  Mate  — 10  dozen  of  liquor 
1 firkin  of  butter 
i cwt.  of  cheefe 
\ cwt.  of  grocery 
1 cafe  of  pickles 

Surgeon — 14  dozen  of  liquor 

other  articles  the  fame  as  chief  mate, 
Purfer  — The  fame  as  Third  Mate. 

Gunner,  Carpenter,  Boatfwain,  and  Surgeons.  — Each  the 
fame  as  the  Fifth  Mate. 

And  on  Petition  are  ufually  farther  allowed  as  under  ; 
The  chief  mate,  "1 

fecond  mate,  pur-  lone  puncheon  of  rum. 
fer,  and  furgeon.  J 

The  Third  Mate,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Mefs,  ditto 

HOMEWARD  BOUND. 

The  tonnage  allowed  homeward  to  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  fhips  of  755  tons  burthen  and  upwards,  is  as  folT 
lows  thofe  of  a lei's  burthen  are  allowed  in  proportion.  v 


Commander 
Chief  Mate 
Second  Mate 
Third  Mate 
Purfer  — 
Surgeon  — 
Fourth  Mate 
Fifth  Mate 
jBoatfwain 
Gunner  — 
£arpqUer  — 


China  Ships. 
Tons. 

33 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

z 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Other  Ships. 

Tons. 

Feet. 

3° 

32 

4 

O 

3 

8 

2 

16 

2 

16 

2 

16 

1 

24 

0 

3Z 

0 

32 

0 

3Z 

0 

32 

No 

Privileges  homeward  hound,  5 

No  charge  will  be  made  for  excefs  of  tonnage  homeward, 
provided  fuch  excefs  is  within  the  quantity  of  30  tons,  if 
the  commander  has  not  refuted  to  take  on-board  any  goods 
tendered  to  be  laden  on  the  company’s  account. 

N.B.  Petty  officers,  not  mentioned  as  above,  and  feamen, 
are  allowed  i-ioth  of  a ton,  each. 


The  following  goods  are  not  permitted  to  be  importe4 
private  trade,  and  if  brought  are  forfeited, 
ava  Coffee  v Saltpetre 

Cotton  Wool  Terra  Japan ica  or  Cotch 

Cotton  Yam  Tea  (except  in  China  and 

Raw  Silk  Bencoolen  ffiips.) 


M 


The  following  goods  are  not  permitted  to  be  imported  in 
China  ffiips,  but  may  be  brought  in  ffiips  from  ajy  other 
parts. 

Muflc  I Arrack  (except  for  ffiip’s 

Camphire  - | ufe.) 


The  undermentioned  quantities  of  TEA  are  allowed  to 
be  imported  in  each  China  and  Bencoolen  ffiip,  and  them 
only,  on  payment  of  the  following  duties  to  the  company. 
Viz. 


7 per  cent,  on 

17  percent,  on 

fale  value. 

fale  value. 

Captain  — — 

ib 

fb 

6 88 

8648 

Chief  Mate  — — 

90 

1138 

Second  Mate — • — 

72 

9 1 2 

‘Third  Mate  — — 

54 

682 

Surgeon  — — 

54 

682 

Purfer  — — 

54 

682 

Fourth  Mate — — 

36 

456 

Fifth  Mate  — — 

18 

228 

Boatfwain  — — 

18 

2 2 8 

Gunner  — — 

18 

228 

Carpenter  — — 

18 

228 

Total. 

lb 

9336 

1228 
9S4 
736 
7 36 
736 
492 
246 
246 
246 
246 


On  all  excefs  of  the  before-mentioned  quantities  of  tea, 
a mulft  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  fale  value  will  be  charged, 
over  and  above  the  17  per  cent.  duty.  No  mitigation  of 
jhc  multt  will  be  made  on  any  account  whatever. 

‘ The 


The  under-mentioned  quantities  of  PIECE-GOODS  are  allowed  to  be  imported  in  each  (hip  on  payment 
of  the  cuftoms,  and  7 per  cent,  duty  on  the  fale  value  to  the  company. 


Privileges  homeward  bound, 
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On 


If  the  captain  and  officers  do  not  bring  the  whole  quantity  of  goods  deferibed  in  the  firft  column,  the  de« 
1 iiciency  may  be  made  up  with  tliofe  deferibed  in  the  fecoud  column. 


Privileges  homeward  bound.  f 

On  all  excefs  of  the  before-mentioned  quantities  a f piece- 
goods  20  per  cent,  on  the  fale  value  will  be  charged  over 
and  above  the  cuftoms  and  7 per  cent,  duty  ; and  no  devi- 

atxon  will  be  made  from  this  rule  on  any  account  or  pretence 
whatfoever. 


And  the  following  other  goods  are  allowed  to  be  imported 
lubject  to  the  limitations  and  duties  mentioned. 


arrack. 


Twenty  leaguers  are  allowed  in  each  fhip,  except  in  thofe 
trom  China,  on  paving  the  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  to  the' 
company  2 per  cent,  on  the  fale  value,  and  fix  pence  per 
ga  on  ; upon  what  exceeds  that  quantity  two  /hillings  per 
gallon  will  be  charged.  ° ‘ 


Proportional  /hares  of  the  quantities  allowed  as  folio ws 
V iz. 


Captain  — 
ChiefMate  — . 
Second  Mate 
Third  Mate  — 
Purfer  — 
Surgeon  — 


Gallons. 
“ l97  1 

Fourth  Mate  - 

— 256 

Filth  Mate  - 

— ■ 20c 

Boatfwain  - 

— 154 

Gunner  — 

— 154 

Carpenter 

~ ‘54 

CABINETS,  CHINA 

Gallons, 

— 102 

— 51 

— 51 
~ 5 1 

*“  5* 


CHINA  WARE, 

PICTURES,  CHINA  IMAGES,  JAPAN  WARE~ 
LACQUERED  WARE,  and  screens.  * 


Twenty  tons  are  allowed  in  each  /hip  from  China,  in 
other  flaps  only  two  tons  are  allowed  in  each,  on  payine 
the  cuftom,  and  to  the  company  9 per  cent,  on  fale  value  of 
Chma  and  lacquered  wares,  and  on  other  articles  7 per 
cent,  all  exceeding*  of  that  quantity  will  be  charged  jo/ 
tor  each  ton,  and  lo  in  proportion  for  a greater  or  lei's  qyan- 


Proportional 


Privileges  homenXiard  bound. 

Proportional  {hares  of  the  quantities  allowed  as  follows. 
Viz. 


Captain  — 
Chief  Mate  — 
Second  Mate  — 
Third  Mate  — 
Purfer  — — 

Surgeon  — ■ 
Fourth  Mate  — 
Fifth  Mate  — 
Boatfwain  — 
Gunner  — 
Carpenter  — 


In  China  Ships. 
Tons.  Cub.  Feet. 
12  13 

I 3 1 

I 

o 48 

o 48 

o 48 

O 33 

o 16 

o i 6 

o 1 6 . 

o 16 


In  India  Ships. 

Tons. 

Cub.  Feet, 

1 

0 

8 

0 

6f 

0 

44 

0 

4r 

0 

4t 

0 

3t 

0 

I4 

0 

H 

0 

'f 

0 

Note,  Fifty  cubical  feet  of  the  laft-mentioned  goods  are 
equal  to  a ton. 


RATTANS. 


One  thoufand  bundles  are  allowed  in  each  {hip  (a  bundle 
is  calculated  by  weight,  two  hundred  weight  and  a quarter 
is  equal  to  ten  bundles)  upon  paying  the  cuftom,  and  to  the 
company  7 per  cent,  all  exceeding;,  to  pay  ten  {hillings  per 
bundle,  as  far  as  one  hundred  bundles,  and  all  other  ex- 
ceedings  are  forfeited. 

Proportional  fhares  of  the  quantities  allowed  as  follows. 
Viz. 


Captain  — 

Bundles. 
— 616 

Chief  Mate  — 

— 80 

Second  Mate  — 

— 64 

Third  Mate  — 

— 4« 

Purfer-—  • — 

— 48 

Surgeon  — 

“ 48 

Bundles. 

Fourth  Mate  — 

— 32 

Fifth  Mate  — 

— 16 

Boatfwain  — 

— 16 

Gunner  — 

— 16 

Carpenter  — 

— 16 

DRUGS,  and  any  fort  of  goods  not  particularly  mentioned. 

Any  quantity  may  be  imported  paying  the  cuflom.  and 
to  the  company  7 per  cent,  on  the  tale  value,  provided, 
with  the  other  articles  brought,  the  tonnage  allowed  is  not- 
exceeded.  In 


Privileges  homeward  loand.  Q 

In  cafe  a {hip  does  not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  feveral 
quantities  of  tea,  piece-goods,  arrack,  China  ware,  lac- 
quered ware,  and  rattans,  no  charge  will  be  made  for  any 
particular  perfon’s  exceedings,  provided  fuch  perfon  is  in  the 
whole  within  his  limited  proportion  of  tonnage  as  before - 
mentioned. 

All  the  preceding  articles  will  be  included  in  and  reck- 
oned as  part  of  the  tonnage  allowed ; and  in  cafe  of  any 
’exceedi ng  in  the  faid  refpeftive  tonnage  fo  allowed,  the 
court  of  directors  will  charge  a farther  duty,  over  and  above 
all  other  duties,  of  forty  pounds  for  each  ton,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion for  a greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

Jt  mull  be  obferved,  that  every  article  brought  home  by 
the  commanders  and  officers  mull  be  regillered  at  the  facto- 
ry or  place  taken  on-board,  and  that  the  court  of  directors 
will  charge  for  each  chert  of  tea  and  each  half- chert  of 
China  ware  that  lhall  be  regillered  and  not  delivered  into 
the  company’s  warehoufe  in  England,  {'even  pounds  ; and 
for  all  other  goods  found  deficient  of  the  quantity  regillered, 
the  committee  of  private  trade  have  ufually  charged  the 
-duties  that  would  hai7e  become  payable  thereon,  and  by  the 
Manifell-Adl  the  commander  is  liable  to  heavy  penalties  for 
any  deficiencies  of  this  nature,  and  that  goods  brought,  not 
pegirteped,  are  forfeited. 


B 


LIST 


LIST  of  CLEARING-STORES  allowed  each  Officer  in 
each  Ship  homeward. 

Explanation  of  thi following  Table. 

The  figures  at  the  top  of  the  columns,  denote,  i . captain ; z.  chief  mate  ; 
3.  2d  mate ; 4.  3d  mate,  furgeon,  and  purfer ; 5.  4th  and  5th  mates, 

boatfwain,  gunner,  carpenter,  furgeon’s  mate,  fhip’s  and  captain’s  ftevv- 
ards,  and  captain’s  cook ; * fmall;  6.  6th  mate,  midfhipman,  quar- 
ter-mafler,  and  petty-officers ; 7.  captain’s  fervants,  taylor,  barber,  &c. 


CHINA  WARE. 


Bafons,  pint  and  half-pint  — 

Bowls  

Cups  and  faucers 
Clay  and  China  figures  - 
Chamber  pots  — 1 
Candlefticks  — 

Ci  Herns  

Coffee  pots  — — — 

Difhes  

Fruit  ditto  


Guglets  and  bafons  

Garden  pots  — 

Jars  

Ditto  fweetmeats  

Mugs  

Ornamentals  — 

Plates  

Sauceboats  ■ — 

Salts  

Tea  pots  

Tea-table  fets  — 

T ureens  

LACQUERED  WARE. 

Cabinets  and  bureaus  

Dreffing  boxes 
Efcrutore  Hand 
Patch  boxes  — 

Screens  and  Leaves 

Tea  chefts  

Tea  boards  

Tea  tables  

Waitei's  

Fans 


Enamelled  bread  bafkets — 
Ditto  tea-kettles  and  Hands — 
Ivory  or  rofewood  tea  chefi  - 

Mangoes  gall 

Pictures  painted  on  glafs  • — 
Paper  prints  — 

Sweetmeats  — 

Sago 


Sugar  candy  — 

Soy  

T amarinds  

Wine  

Wax  candles  — 


gall 

lb 

lb. 

gall. 

lb. 

doz. 

lb 
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PARTICULARS  of  the  TONNAGE  of  GOODS,  as  cal- 
culated to  make  up  the  Tonnage  for  the  Freight  of  Goods 
brought  in  Eait-India  or  China  Ships  to  Europe,  viz. 


PIECE-GOODS. 


Fort  St.  George. 


Bengal. 


Allejars  — - 

Pieces  to 
the  Ton. 

> — 800 

Betellees  — 

— 400 

Callawapores 

— 800 

Chints  of  all  forts 

— R.400 

Ginghams  — 

— • 800 

Izzarees  — 

— 800 

Longcioths  — 

— 160 

Moorees  — 

— 800 

Sallampores  — ■ 

— 400 

Saftracundies 

— 800 

Bengal. 

Addaties  — 

— 700 

Alliballies  — 

— 400 

Allachaws  — 

— 1 zoo 

Allibannies  — 

— R.800 

Arras  — 

— R.400 

Atchabannies 

— 800 

Baftaes  — 

— R.400 

Bandannoes,  or  TafFa 

de  Fool  as  — 

— R.800 

Carridarries  — 

— 600 

Callipatdes  — 

— 400 

Coopees  — 

— 600 

Callicoes  — 

— 400 

Chillaes  — 

— 600 

Chowtars  — : 

— 600 

Chunderbannies 

— 800 

£ 


Chinachures — 
Cambrics  — - 
Chucklaes  — 
Culhtaes  — 
Cofla.es  — 
Charconnaes — 
Cuttannees  — 
Doofooties  — 
Dungaries  — . 

Do  teas  — 
Dimities  - — 
Diapers,  broad 
Ditto  narrow 
Elatches  — ■ 
Emmerties  — 
Gurrahs  — 

Ditto  long  — 
Ginghams,  coloured- 
Humhums  — 
Habaffies  — 
Humhums  quilted  - 
Jamdannies  — 
Jamvvars  — 
Laccowrics  — > 
Lungees  Ilerba 
Mulmuls  — 

Ditto  handkerchiefs  - 
Mahamodietes 
Mamodies  — 


Pieces  to 
the  Ton. 

—R.800 
— R.400 

— 400 

— 800 

— 400 

— 600 
-R.800 
— R.400 
—R.400 

— 400 

— 600 

— 40  a 

— 600 
—R.800 

— 600 

— 40  o 

— 200 

— 600 

— 400 

— 600 

— 100 

— 800 

— 600 

— 6ooi 

— 800 

— 400 

— 400 

— 400 
-R.400 

Nillaes 


'Tonnagt  of  Goods,  &c. 

PIECE-GOODS. 


it 


Bengal. 

Bombay. 

Pieces  to 

Pieces  to 

the  Ton. 

the  Ton. 

iNlillaes 

• 

— 800 

Betellees  — 

— 400 

Nainfooks 

— 400 

Chelloes  — 

— R 400 

Peniafcoes 

. . 

— 800 

Chints  of  all  forts 

— R.400 

Photaes 

— R.800 

Dooties  — 

— R.4C0 

Percaulas 

_ 

— 800 

Guinea  fluffs,  larg< 

; — 600 

Putcahs 

_ 

— R.400 

Ditto,  fmall  — 

I 2CO 

Rentals 

— 

— R.800 

Longcloths,  whole  pieces  160 

Sannoes 

_ 

— 4:0 

Ditto,  half  ditto 

— 

Seerbetties 

— 

— 400 

Lemanees  — 

•^-R.800 

N 

Seerbands 



— 6co 

Muflers  — 

400 

Seerfuckers 



— 600 

Nunfarees  — 

— R.4OO 

Seerhaudconnaes 

— 400 

Negancpauts 

4CO 

Seerfhauds 

— 

— R.400 

Niccanees  large 

600 

Seerbafts 

— 

— 400 

Ditto  fntall  — 

— 600. 

Shaulbafts 

— 

— 400 

Salam  pores  — 

— 400 

Succatoons 

— 

— R.800 

Stuffs  brown — 

— R.400 

Soofeys 

— 

— 400 

Tapfeils  large 

— 400 

Sorts 



— 400 

Ditto  fntall  — 

— 600 

Taffaties  of  all  fort 

s — R.800 

Tanjcebs 

— 

— 400 

China. 

Tepoys 

— 

— R.800 

Terrmdams  — 

— 400 

Nankeen  cloth 

— R 400 

Tainfooks 

— 

— 4CO 

Silks  of  all  forts 

— R.800 

Bombay. 

Annabatches  • — R.400 

Bombay  fluffs  —R.400 

Bvrampauts  — — 400 

Bcjutapauts  — — R.400 

Boralchawders  or  brawls  1 200 


China  ware,  50  cubical  feet 
to  the  ton,  or  about  4 
chefls  of  the  ufual  dimeir- 
fions. 

Other  meafurable  goods  50 
cubical  feet  to  the  ton. 


A.B. 


To, mage  of  Goods , &* t. 


*3 


PIECE- 

N.V.  Where  the  letter  R. 
is  fet  againft  pieces  of  400  to 
the  ton  it  fhews  thofe  goods 
are  to  be  reduced,  or  brought 
to  a ftandard  of  16  yards  long 
and  1 broad. 

Where  againft  pieces  of 
800  to  the  ton  to  ten  yards 
long  and  1 broad. 


GOODS. 

EXAMPLE. 

ioco  pieces  of  12  yards  long 
and  1 1 broad,  at  400  to  the 
ton,  make  S44  pieces,  or  a 
tons  44  pieces. 

1000  pieces  of  jo|  yards  long 
and  1 1 broad,  at  800  to  the 
ton,  is  1 1 8 1 pieces,  or  1 
ton,  381  piece.. 


WEIGH  ABLE  GOODS. 


Cut.  to 
the  Ton. 


Arrangoes  • — — 20 

Aloes  — — — 16 

Benjamin  — — 20 

Borax  — — 20 

Cardemoms  Fine  goods  12 
Cakelack  — — 16 

'Carmenia  Wool  — 10 

Cambogium  — — 20 

Caflia  Lignea  — 8 

Caflia  Buds  — — 12 

Camphire  — — 15 

Cotton  Yarn  Fine  Goods  jo 
Cowries  Gruff  ditto  20 

Coffee  Fine  ditto  18 


1 0 
1 2 
20 
1 6 
1 h 
16 
16 
18 
18 
1 2 
20 
20 
16 


Cinnabar  — — 

Cloves  — — 

Dragon’s  Blood  — 

Gum  Arabic  — — • 

Elemi  — — 

Ammoniacum  — 

Opoponax  — 

Sagapenum  — 

Sarcocol  — 

Indigo  — — 

Iron  Kintlage  — 

Mufk  — — — 

Myrrh  — — 


Cwt.  to 
the  t on. 


Mother-of-Pearl  Shells  20 
Nux  Vomica  — — 15 

Pepper  — — 16 

Qnickfilver  — — 20 

Rhubarb  — — 8 

Raw  Silk  — — 10 

Ditto  in  chefts  — 8 

Ditto  in  bales  or  bundles  10 
Redwood  — — 20 

Rice  — — — 2a 

Shellack  — — 16 

Seedlack  — — 18 

Sticklack  — — 16 

Saltpetre  — — 20 

Senna  --  — — g 

S 'go  — — — 16 

Ditto  packed  inChina ware — 
Tutenague  — ■ — 20 

Turmeric  — — 16 

Tinea]  — — 16 

Tea,  Green  — — g 

Bohea  — — 10 

Arrack  Gauge  gallons  252 


Canes  — Tale  3000 

Wanghees  and  Bamboes  3000 
Rat  tans  equal  to  1 6 cwt.  6000 


A 
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A LIST 

OF  THE 

king’s  duties, 

Payable  on  all  Goods  imported  from  the 
EaJt-I?uiit'Sy  China , and  other  Parts 
within  the  Limits  of  the  honourable  the 
Eajl-lndia  Company’s  Charter  : 

ALSO 

The  Drawbacks  allowed  on  Exportation, 
agreeable  to  the  C'onfolidation- Adt. 

O 


Duty. 

Drawback. 

C -f-  d- 

f.  s.  d. 

Arrack  — Cuftom  per  gall. 

009 

008 

Excife  ditto 
(The  Cnllom  and  Excife 
on  A rr ack  is  paid  by  the  Tota' 

Company,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  purchafer 
free  of  this  duty.) 

Brandy  and  geneva  of  the  manu- 
facture of  India, 

Cuftom  for  every  ioo /,  grof 
price  at  the  company’s  falc 

0 4 3 

050 

000 

37  i6  3 

36  1 3 

Excife  per  gall.  — — 

Ditto  and  ditto  of  the  manufacture 

0 4 3 

000 

of  Europe,  Cullom  per  gall.  — 

009 

008 

Excife  ditto  — 

0 4 3 

000 

Aloes  cicotrina  — per  lb 

0 1 2 

009 

Aloes 

Lift  of  King's  Duties,  &c. 

Duty. 


Drawback. 


Aloes  hepatica  — per  lb 

Amber  — • — ditto 

Ambergris  — — oz.  tro) 

AiTifcetida  — — per  lb 

Argentum  fublime,  or  quickfi-vei 

ditto 

Arrangoes  for  every  ioo/.  grofsfalc 
Balfam  artificial  — per  lb 

natural  or  Gilead  ditic 

Bdellium  — — dittt 

Benjamin  • — — ditto 

Bezoar  Hones  — oz.  tro) 

Borax  refined  — per  lb. 

unrefined,  or  tincal  ditto 

Cambogium — — ditto 

Cantharides — — ditto 

Camphire  refined  — ditto 

. unrefined  — dit.r 

Cardamoms  — — ditto 

Caflia  fiftula  — — ditto 

lignea — — ditto 

buds  — — ditio 


Callicoes,  plain  white,  per  piece, 
which  is  10  yards  if  narrow,  o. 

6 yards  if  wide  — — 

And  for  every  ioo/.  grofs  price 
at  the  company’s  fale  ■ — 1 6 

Drawback  of  the  laft  duty  if  ex- 
ported to  Africa  — 

if  exported  to  the  Britifn  co 
lonies  or  plantations  in 
America  — 

if  exported  to  any  parts  or 
places  beyond  the  feas; 
except  to  the  Britifli  colo- 
nies or  plantations  ir, 
America,  if  the  laid  good 
fiiall  have  been  printed, 
ftained,  or  dyed,  in  this 
kingdom  — — 1 o 
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5 
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16 

IO 

0 

1 1 

15 

0 

1 6 io  o 


i6 


Lijl  of  King1  s Duties,  & c. 

Duty. 


if  exported  to  any  parts  or 
places  beyond  the  leas,  ex- 
cept to  Africa  or  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  or  plantations 
in  America,  it  the  faib 
goods  fhall  be  exported 
without  having  been 
printed,  ftained,  or  dyed, 
in  this  kingdom  — 
Moft  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 
duty  are  the  fol lotting 


Jlyrampauts  whi. 
Baftaes 
Callipatties 
Cafiaes  patna 
Chowtars 
Doofooties 
Dotties  white 
Emmet  ties 
Gurrahs 

Ginghams  white 
Humhums 
Izzarees 


Laccowries 
Longcloths 
Moorees 
Mammoodies 
Percaulas 
Putcahs 
Sannoes 
Sallampores 
Succatoons 
White  cloth 
White  dungarees 


Candles  of  wax  — per  lb. 

Carmenia  wool  — ditto 

Canes,  walking,  dragon’s  bloods, 
or  wanghees  pet  thoufand 

Carpets  Perfia  pot  fquare  yd 

China  ware  and  clay  figui'es,  for 
every  ioo /.  grofs  price  at  the 
company’s  fale  — — 

Cinnamon  — per  lb. 

China  root  — ditto 

Cinnabrium  or  vermilion  ditto 

Coffee  - — per  cwt. 

inland  duty  of  Excile  paid  by  the 
purchafer,  before  taken  out  of 
the  warehoufe,  for  home  con 
funiption  — Per  lb 


f.  s.  d. 


019 

009 

2 1 3 

1 4 9 


47  10 
o 4 
o o 

0 o 

1 18 


o 

5 

5 
7 

6 


Drawback, 


£>'  s‘  d. 


14  10  o 


000 

0 o 3 

2 0 0 

1 3 7 


+5  5 o 

040 

003 

004 
1 15  o 


OOP 

Cotton 


Lift  of  King  s Duties , &c. 

Duty. 


Cotton  manufactures,  not  otherwife 
particularly  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribed,  for  every  ioo /.  grofs  fale 

Cotton  yarn  — — per  lb. 

Cotton  wool  — • — free 

Poloquintida  — < per  lb. 

rColumbo-root  — ditto 

Coculus  Indicus  — ditto 

Coftus  dulcis  et  amarus  ditto 

Coral  whole  polilhed  — • ditto 

■ unpolifhed — ditto 

— — in  fragments  — ditto 

Cowries,  for  every  ioo/.  grofs  price 
at  the  company’s  fale  — 

Cordivants  drefied  — per  doz. 

Cloves  — — per  lb. 

Cakelack  — ~ ditto 

Cubebs  — — ditto 

Dimities  white  — per  yard 

And  for  every  ioo/.  grofs  price, 
at  the  company’s  fale  — 
Drawback  of  the  lafl:  duty  if  ex- 
ported to  Africa  — 
if  exported  to  the  Britifh 
colonies  or  plantations  in 
America  * — -~ 

if  exported  to  any  parts  or 
places  beyond  the  feas, 
except  to  the  Britifh  co- 
lonies or  plantations  in 
America,  if  the  faid 
goods  fhall  have  been 
printed,  ftained*  or  dyed, 
in  this  kingdom  — 

if  exported  to  any  parts  or 
places  beyond  the  feas,  ex- 
cept to  Africa  or  the  Bri- 
tifh colonies  in  America, 
if  the  fame  fhall  not  have 
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Drawback. 

£• 

s. 

d. 
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l6  IO  Q 


been' 


tS 


Lift  of  King’s  Duties,  tfe. 

Duty. 


been  printed,  ftained,  or 
dyed,  in  this  kingdom — 
Diagridium  or  fcammony  per  lb. 
Dragon’s  blood  ■ — ditto 

Dragon’s-blood  canes  per  thoufand 
Drugs  manufadured,  not  otherwile 
particularly  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribed,  for  every  too/,  grofs 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale  — 
Moll;  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 
duty  are  the  following. 


I Drawback. 


£• 


Tindure  of  rhu- 
barb, and  all 
other  tindures 


Aqua  fortis 
Foil'll  Alkali 
Goa  flones 
Oils  chymical 

Drugs  unmanufadured,  not  other- 
wife  particularly  enumerated  or 
described,  for  every  too/,  grofs 
price,  at  the  company’s  tale.  — 
Moll  of  the  goods  which  pay 
this  duty  are  the  following. 

Aloes  from  thel  Jefmt’s  beans 


Cape 
Arlenic 
Gallia  minea 
Cardamom  feeds 
C alter  feeds 
Garden  feeds 
Gum  Copal 
]eiuit’s  bark,  or 
cortex  Feruv. 

Elephants  teeth 
Folium  lndicum 
Cl  alb  anu  m — 
Galls  ■*—' 

Galangal  — 
Garnets  rough 
. — — . cut  • — 


o 

o 

o 

2 


40 


S. 


2 

0 

1 


Nux  vomica 
Rag  pearl 
Seed  pearl 
Stags  horns  or 
harts  horns 
Squinanthum 
Terra  Japonica 
Turbith  thapfra 
Unknown  drugs 

*• — per  cwt 

— per  lb. 

• — ditto 

— free 

— per  lb 

— ditto 

— - ditto 
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Grcjjcva 


Mlrt 


Zifjl  of  King's  Duties , iff  c. 

Duty. 


Geneva.  See  brandy,  (for  Cuf- 
toms,  &c.) 

Ginger  green  • — per  lb. 

Gum  opoponax  — ditto 

— — farcocol  — ditto 

. (agapenum,  or  ferapium  ditto 

ammoniacum,orammoniac  d° 

Gum  fragacant,  or  {ragacanth  lb. 

lack,  lumplack,  or  cakelack 

per  lb.: 

. animi  — — ditto 

. elemi  — — ditto 

lenica,  Senegal,  or  Arabic  ditto 

Gold  plate,  wrought  per  oz.  troy 


Hurfe  (kins  — 
Indigo  — 
Lapis  calaminaris 

. contrayerva 

. tutias  — 

lazuli  — 


per  (kin 
free 
per  cwt. 
per  oz 
per  lb. 
ditto 


Lacquered  or  japanned  ware,  for 
every  ioo/.  grofs  price,  at  the 
company’s  fale  — • — 

Lead  white  — — per  cwt. 

Lignum  afpalathum  — per  lb. 
Manna  — • — ditto 

Maftich  white  — ditto 

■ red  — — ? ditto 

Mother-of-pearl  (hells,  rough  ditto 
Mace  — — ditto 

Manufactured  goods,  nototherwife 
particularly  enumerated  or  de- 
feribed,  for  every  iooI.  grofs 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale  — 
Moil  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 
duty  are  th.e  following,. 


Amber  beads 
Artficial  flowers 
Books  bound  or 


unbound 
Butterflies  and  in. 
feds  preferved 

C 2 
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Drawback. 


>1 


Bamboe 


t6 


X>ifi  of  King' s Duties,  iifc. 

Duty. 


Bamboe  achar 
Carpets  of  Tur- 
key. 

Cornelian  flones 
Coral  beads 
China  ink 
Cane  blinds 
Cane  hats 
Cane  mats 
Cherong 
Copper  enamel’d 
Curry  fluff 
Chinefe  mufical- 
inflruments 
Conchou  cloth 
J)rawers  and  ca 
binets  of  Black 
and  Sandail 
<vood 
Pans 

Fireworks 
Glafs  bottles 

, wares 

Handles  for 
knives 
Ivory  toys 
India  glue 
Kittifols 

Leaves  for  ma- 
king curry  fluff 
Landfcapes  in 
flone 


Mother-of-pearl 
beads,  neck- 
laces, i5c. 
Mother-of-pearl 
counters 

Mocha  and  cam- 
bay  flones 
Mangoes 
Pickles 

Painted  bamboe 
flicks 

Paper  prints 
Paper  pain  ed 
Paper  white 
Rice-flowers,  i- 
mages,  fsV. 
Rofewood  furni- 
ture 
Soy 
Shawls 
Sugar  brown 
Skins  drefled 
Turkey  carpets 
Vermicelli 
Wrought  copper 
Wood  frames  car 
ved  and  gilt 
Walking-flicks 
inlaid 

Wax  of  bees, 
white 


Myrobalans  dry  — per  lb 

— - — condited  — ditu 

Mufk  ■ — per  oz.  troy 

Muflins  plain,  nankeen  cloth,  muf- 
lins  or  white  callicoes,  flowered 
or  Hitched,  for  every  too/,  grof; 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale  — 


s’  d. 


Drawback. 


/;■ 


d. 


o 
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o 


O I 
O 2 
2 O 


j8  oo 


o o c^- 

O O I 

o I 4 


io  o o 
Mpfl 


Lift  of  King's  Duties , &c. 

Duty. 


Mofl  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 


duty  are 
Allibaliies 
Addaties 
Baftaes  ftriped 
Bailarore  hand- 
kerchiefs 
Bettellees 
Coflaes 

Chundraconnaes 

Doreas 

Ditto  gold 

Jamdannies 

Mulmuls 

Nainfooks 


le  following. 
Nankeens  orNan- 
quin  cloth 
Rings 

Seerhaudconnaes 
Seerbetties 
Seerbands 
Seerlliauds 
Subnums 
Terrindams 
Fanjeebs 
Tartores 
And  all  white 
muflins 


All  white  goods  made  into  apparel, 
t? c.  and  all  goods  flowered  or 
ftitched  with  thread,  as 
Callicoes  I Fuftians 

Muflins  I Dimities 

Stitched  with  thread  or  lilk. 


£•  s-  d. 


£.  s.  d . 


7.1 

Drawback. 


Madeira  wine, 

Cuflom  per  ton  of  252  gall, 
if  exported  to  any  Britifh 
colony  or  plantation  in 
America  — per  ton 
ditto  to  any  other  place  do 

Excife  per  ton  of  252  gallons 
if  exported  to  any  Britifh 
colony  or  plantation  in 
America  — per  ton 
ditto  to  a fettlement  in  the 
Eaft-Indies  — ditto 
ditto  to  other  parts  or  place; 
beyond  the  fcas  ditto 

Total  duty,  per  ton 
or  per  gall. 


>9 

1 z 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59 

1 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

9 

0 

1 1 

1 8 
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0 

0 

9 

1 1 
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0 
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0 
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11 

4 
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0 

0 

3 

>5 

4 

3i 

10 

Q 

0 

2 

6 

Myrrh 


z z 


Lift  of  King' s Duties,  Ifte. 

Duty. 


Myrrh 
Nutmegs 


condited  — 


per  lb. 
ditto 
ditto 

— per  cwt. 

— per  lb. 


Olibanum  — 

Opium  — 

Orpiment,  or  auripigmentum  cwt 
Pepper  — — ■ per  lb 

Inland  duty,  paid  by  the  pur- 

chafer  before  taken  out  of 
the  warchoufes  for  home 
confumption  — 

Pepper  long  — per  lb. 

Prohibited  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandifes ; prohibited  to  be  worn 
or  ufed  in  Great -Britain,  im- 
ported for  exportation  only,  for 
every  too/,  grofs  lale  < — 

Mofl  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 
duty  are  the  following. 


Arras 
AUegars 
Atchabannies 
Abbawars 
Atlas  cuttanees 
Bejutapauts 
Byrampauts 
Brawls 
Bandannoes 
Bombay  fluffs 
Carridarries 
Chillaes 
Chintz 

Cotton  romals 
Chillocs 
Coopees 
Cuflitaes 
Callawapores 
Cotton  romal 
handkerchiefs 


Chanderbannies 

Cherconnaes 

Chucklaes 

Cuttannees 

Dickmonloys 

Dyfookfoys 

Dimities  painted 

Elatches 

Ginghams  flrip’d 
coloured 


Guinea  fluffs 
Gurrahs  foot 
Gold  atlas 
Habaffics 
Herba  lungees 
Jilmils 

jamwares  flow- 
ered 

Jamdannies  ditto 


£• 

s. 

d. 

£• 
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Drawbaclc. 
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Kiflafoys 


Lift  of  King's  Duties , iff c. 

Duty. 


25 

Drawback, 


KifTafoys 
Kingcobs 
Longcloth  blue 
Lemmanies 
Lungees 
Nillaes 
Niccannees 
Neganepauts 
Photaes 
Poifes 
Peniafcoes 
Pallampores 
Painted  gauze 
filk 

Rentals 


Saflracundies 
Sannoes 
Seerfuckers 
Silk  handker- 
chiefs 

Silk  dockings 

Sitterfoys 

Soofeys 

Shalbafts 

Silk  ikeins 

Silk  wrought 

TafFaties 

Tepoys 

Tapfeils 

Tuta  humfey 


£-  *•  d' 


On  exportation  to  Africa  (except 
to  the  iflands  of  Madeira,  the 
Canary  iilands,  the  Azores  or 
Weftern  iiles)  the  following 
Drawbacks  are  to  be  allowed  on 
prohibited  goods,  viz. 


Allejars 

— 

per  piece 

0 

0 

0 

Bejutapauts 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Byrampauts 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Blue  long  cloths 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Brawls  — • 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Callawapores 

— • 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Cuihtaes 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Coopees 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Chintz  — 

— » 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

(.helloes 

— 

ditto 

,0 

0 

0 

Cotton  romals 

— 

ditto 

/ 

O 

0 

0 

Guinea  Ruffs 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Niccanees  fmali 

— 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

. large 

Negampauts 

ditto 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Photacs  — 

— ■ 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Salfracundies 

— . 

ditto 

0 

0 

0 

1 apfeils 

— 

ditto 

a 

a 

Q 
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Pictures, 


Ch  O 
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Lift  of  King' s Duties,  & c. 

Duty. 


Pi&ures,  under  2 feet  fquare  each 

above  2 feet  — ditto 

above  4 feet  — ditto 

Quickfilver,  or  argentum  fublime 

per  lb. 

Radix  contrayerva  — per  lb. 

Rattans  — per  thoufand 

Reeds  bamboe,  for  every  1 ool.  grofs 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale 
Rhubarb  — — per  lb. 

Rice  — • 1 — per  cvvt 

Rum  of  the  manufacture  of  India, 
Cuflom  for  every  100/. 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale 

Exciie  per  gall. 
Rum  of  Britilh  colonies  in  America, 
Cuftom  per  gall. 
Exciie  per  gall 
— free 


grofs 


Sapan  wood  • — 
Sago  — 

Saltpetre  — 
Sal  ammoniac 
Saunders  yellow 
— — — red 


— per  lb. 

— per  cvvt 
free 

— per  lb. 

— free 

Senna  — — per  lb 

Seedlack  — — ditto 

Silk  raw  — • per  lb  of  16  oz. 

If  exported  to  Ireland  — 
Except  to  Ireland  — 
Silver  plate,  ungiit,  per  oz.  troy 

part  gilt  — ditto 

- gilt  — ditto 

Shellack  — — per  lb. 

Spikenard  — — ditto 

Squill  a — — per  cwt. 

Sticklack  — — free 

gtorax  calamita  — per  lb. 

Sugar-candy  brown  — per  cwt. 

- white  — ditto 

Succadcs  — — per  lb. 
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Snuff 


~ 


Lijl  of  King* s Duties;  &t. 

Duty. 


SnufF  — — per  lb. 

^Tamarinds  — «•  ditto 

Tea,  for  every  too/,  grofs  price, 
at  the  company’s  fale 

Cuftom  — 


Excife  — 

The  duties  muft.be  paid  by  die 
purchafer  before  the  tea  is  ta- 
ken out  of  the  warehoufe. 

To  be  paid  on  the  quantity  al- 
lowed for  tret  all'o. 
pineal  « — — per  lb. 

I'urbith  root  ■ — . — ,jirfn 

Turmeric  — — ditto 

Vermillion  — . — ditto 

Unmanufactured  goods,  not  other- 
wife  particulaily  enumerated  or 
deferibed,  for  every  too/,  grofs 
price,  at  the  company’s  fale  — 
Moll  of  the  goods  which  pay  this 
duty  are  the  following. 

.Agates  rough,  I Reed  canes 
final  1 and  large  Rough  pebbles 


£•  d. 

° 3 3 

0 0 2 


Birds  nefts 
Baniboe  pieces 
Baniboe  reeds 
Camels  hair 
Caftiie  nuts 
Chian  pepper  in 
tiie  pod 
Ebony  wood 
Ginger 
India  weed 
Paddy 

Wormfeeds  — 
Wanghees  — 
Zedoaria  — 


Rofe  wood 
Sandail  wood 
Sea-horfe  teeth 
Sea-fhells  rough 
Tygers  teeth 
claws 


Tutenague 
ror.oifelhells 
To  bad  co 
Wax  of  bees,  yel. 

— per  lb. 
per  thoufand 
— • per  lb. 
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NEW  CHARTS  from  the  la t eft  and  heft 
Surveys , puhliftjed  by  D.  STEEL . 

^England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

\ • /.  /.  d. 

I.  rpHE  B IRTISH  CHANNEL,  on  3 large 

J Sheets,  \«kh  printed  Diredtions,  Price  076 

II.  From  LONi^N,  through  the  different 

Channels  of  the  RIVER  THAMES, 

from  DOVER  to  YARMOUTH  — o 76 

III.  FromYARMOUTHioSCARBOROUGH  o 7 6 

IV.  From  SCARBOROUGH  to  BUCHANESS  076 

V.  From  BUCHANESS  to  FAROUT-HE  AD, 

including  the  Orkney  and  S h e t l a n d 


Isles  — — — s — 076 

VI.  From  FAROUT-HEAD  to  CANTIRE, 

including  the  Lewis-Isl  es  — 076 

VII.  St.  GEORGE’S  CHANNEL  from  CAN- 

TIRE  to  BRISTOL,  with  the  East 
Coast  of  IRELAND,  from  COLE- 
RAIN  to  WATERFORD  — — o 7 6 

VIII.  The  NORTH,  WEST,  and  SOUTH, 

COAST  of  IRELAND  — — o 7 6 

IX.  The  THAMES-MOUTH  — _Q  1 6 

X.  The  DOWNS  — — — o 2 o 

XI.  The  Coafl  of  KENT,  from  the  Foreland 

to  the  IsLAN  D of  S HEP  PE  Y O 2 6 


France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Mediterranean. 

XII.  The  BAY  of  BISCAY,  with  the  Harbours  060 

XIII.  The  BRITISH  CHANNEL  from  Portf- 

mouth,  BAY  of  BISCAY,  and  Part  of 

the  COAST  of  SPAIN  — —076 

XIV.  COASTS  of  SPAIN  and  PORTUGAL 

to  the  Straits  Mouth  — — 076 

XV.  MEDITERRANEAN,  See.  from  Gibraltar 

to  the  Black  Sea 

America  and  Weft-Indies. 

XVI.  NEWFOUNDLAND,  with  its  BANKS, 

on  4 large  Sheets,  on  Canvas,  pointing 
out  the  Boundaries  between  France  and 
Great-Britain, 


XVII.' 
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XVII . 


XVIII. 


XIX. 


Tiie  GULPH  and  RIVER  of  St.  LAW- 

RENCE,  on  z large  Sheets  

CAPE  BRETON  and  NOVA  SCOT!  A 
to  the  BAY  of  FUNDY,  on  2 lar<re 
Sheets  — 

From  the  BAY  of  FUNDY  to  NEW 
YORK,  on  z large  Sheets  — 

XX.  From  NEW  YORK  to  NORTH  CARO- 

LINA, on  2 large  Sheets  — 

XXI.  From  NORTH  CAROLINA  to  EAST 

FLORIDA,  on  2 large  Sheets  

XXII.  From  EAST  FLORIDA  to  the  MISSIS- 

SIPPI, on  2 large  Sheets  — 

XXIII.  The  BAHAMA  ISLANDS,  on  2 large 
Sheets  — ° 

XXIV.  A GENERAL  CHART  of  the  WEST-  ' 

INDIES,  6s.  — And  the  Illands  fepa- 
rately.  r 

XXV.  The  ATLANTIC  OCEAN—  , 

XXVI.  The  GULPH  of  FLORIDA,  BAHA- 
MA ISLANDS,  WINDWARD-PAS- 
SAGE, HISPANIOLA,  JAMAICA 
CUBA  BAY  of  HONDURAS,  and 
ML  SQUITO-SHORE,  with  Directions  c 

The  Northern  Navigation. 

JXVII.  From  CALAIS  to  SCHOWEN  1_  f 

vi)JnVFR0  NT^nHOWEN  to  the  TEXEL—  c 
X A I X . The  NORTH  SEA,  CATTEG  AT 
and  SOUND  — _ _ 

XXX.  HAMMOND’S  NORTH  SEA,  improved  ' 

by  CHANDLER  _ 

XXXI.  The  CATTEGAT,  SOUND  BAL  ° 

YYvrr  J10,  GULPH  ofFINL AND  - 0 
AA  All,  1hp.ee  Charts  for  the  FISHFRIR^ 

STRAn\E NLAND  an^  DAVIS’s 
b IK  Alls,  from  England  to  the  80  th 
degree  of  North  Latitude  — _ „ 

XXXIII.  A GENERAL  CHART  from  ENG- 
LAND to  GREENLAND,  DAVIS’s 
STRAITS,  and  HUDSON’S  BAY  — 0 


. s.  <?. 
376 

376 
5 7 6 
) 7 6 
3 7 6 

> 7 6 

• 7 6 

to  6 

10  6 

7 6 
7 6 

7 6 
3 o 
7 6 

1 2 o 

8 o 


XXXI V. 


/•  So  . 

XXXIV.  A GENERAL  CHART  of  the 
WHITE  SEA,  from  an  aftual  Survey 
by  Order  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  with 
Sailing-DireCtions  from  the  King’s 

Ch  an  n el  to  Arc  han  g e l andON  eg  a 076 

XXXV.  CHART  of  the  EAST-INDIES  — o 10  6 

XXXVI.  EAST  INDIA  DIRECTORIES,  with 

Directions. 

XXXVII.  CHARTS  of  the  COAST  of  AFRI- 
CA 

XXXVIII.  CHART  of  the  VOYAGE  from 
ENGLAND  to  BOTANY-BAY,  with 
all  the  new  Difcoveiies,  and  copious  Di- 
rections — — — — o 10  6 


TJfeful  Publications  on  Navigation  and  Trade, 

I.  A GENERAL  VIEW  of  the  DIMENSIONS  of  the 
mod  approved  Ship  of  each  Clafsin  the  Lritifh  Navy.  With 
exaCt  Dimenfions  of  the  Matts,  Yards,  Rigging,  Blocks, 
Guns,  Gun-t  arriages.  Anchors,  and  Cables,  according  to 
the  laft  Eflablilhiment.  Price  3s. 

II.  The  SHIP-MASTER’s  ASSISTANT  and  OW- 
NER’S MANUAL  : Containing  complete  Information, 
for  Merchants,  Owners,  Matters  or  Ships,  and  Officers  in 
the  Royal  Navy,  relative  to  the  mercantile  and  maritime 
Laws  and  Cuftoras.  In  the  Courfe  of  which  the  following 
SubjeCts  are  particularly  elucidated  : Viz.  Diibui lements 
and  Ship- Accounts,  Freight,  Charter-Parties,  Demurrage, 
Infurance,  Bottomry,  Salvage,  Averages,  Privateers,  Qua- 
rantine, Bills  of  Exchange,  all  the  Acts  ot  Parliament  re- 
lative to  Shipping  and  Navigation,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Price  5s. 
Icvvcd  • 

in  DISTON’s  SEAMAN’S  GUIDE  and  COAST- 
ER’S COMPANION  : Containing  the  Courlcs  and  Dil- 
tances  from  Place  to  Place  on  the  Coalls  os  Europe,  Alia, 
and  Africa,  with  a correCt  general  Tide-  Table,  never 
before  published  : - With  CHANDLER’S  CO  dSTER’s 
COMPANION,  being  full  Directions  for  taking  Sli  ps  from 
London  up  and  down  the  South  or  Queen’s  Channel 
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5L-itifh  Channel  ; likewife  from  London  through  the  North 
Channel  to  Lowefloff;  and  from  the  Lewis,  Orkney,  and 
Shetland,  Ifles,  to  London  ; with  the  Coall  of  Flanders  and 
Holland,  the  North-Sea,  Cattegat,  Sound,  and  Gulph  of 
Finland.  Price  2s.  6d. 

IV.  SAILING-DIRECTIONS  for  the  WEST-IN- 
DIES,  &c.  Price  3s. 

V.  DIRECTIONS  for  the  NORTHERN  NAVIGA- 
TION, from  London,  through  all  the  different  Channels  of 
the  River  Thames,  to  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Ifles;  with 
the  North-Sea,  the  Cattegat,  the  Sound,  and  the  Gulph  of 
Finland.  To  which  are  added,  the  Ordnance  refpedling 
the  Ceremony  of  lowering  in  the  Sound,  and  the  Regula- 
tions and  Inltrudlions  to  be  obferved  in  the  Ports  and  Har- 
bours of  the  Empire  of  Ruflia,  as  publilhed  by  Authority. 
With  a comprehenlive  Tide-Table,  and  correct  Taffies  of 
the  Latitudes  and  Longitudes,  by  J.  Chandler.,  of  Qr- 
ford.  Pilot.  Price  zs.  6d. 

VI.  COMPLETE  DIRECTIONS  for  the  BRITISH 
CHANNEL,  Briitol  Channel,  and  Part  of  the  Coall  of 
Wales,  to  Milford  Haven.  Including  the  Iilandsof  Gucrn- 
fey,  Jerfey,  Alderney,  fire.  And  particular  Direflions  for 
Plymouth-Sound,  Hamoaze,  Catwater,  Fowey- Harbour, 
Fa|inouth -Harbour,  Mount  s-Bay,  Sec.  Adapted  to  Mr. 
Chandler’s  Chart  of  the  Britilh  Channel,  on  Three  large 
Sheets.  Price  2s.  6d. 

VII.  STEEL’s  COMPLETE  LIST  of  the  ROYAL 
NAVY,  corcdled  and  publilhed  quarterly  during  Peace, 
montky  during  War.  Price  6d. 

VliL  The  UNIVERSAL  DIRECTORY,  or  Com- 
plete Pocket- Afliftmt,  for  Merchants,  Mailers  of  Ships, 
Mates,  and  all  rerfons  concerned  in  Ships  or  Ihipping  of 
Qoods.  In  Three  Parts.  Part  i.  The  Expeditious  Cal- 
culator, comprehending  an  accurate  Set  of  Tables,  which 
exhibit,  at  O ie  View,  the  lolid  Contents  of  all  Kinds  of 
Packages.  Part  2.  A feries  of iuch  other  Tables  as  are  ge- 
neruly  u'ed  in  maritime  AfFairs.  Part  3.  A general  Syflcm 
or  t ie  maritime  Laws  on  Freight,  Charter-Parties,  Demur- 
rage, Infurance,  Salvage,  Average,  Quarautiner  OfDif- 
bu.  i eme  us  and  other  Ship- Accounts.  Of  the  Quantity  of 
Powder  al  owed  on-board  in  the  River.  Of  Privateers,  with 
the  Inllrufcions  from  the  Admiralty,  &c.  &c.  And  a Col- 
j-clion  of  adjudged  Cales  on  Freight,  Infurance,  Salvage, 

and 
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and  Average.  By  J.  Goodfe mow,  Teacher  of  the  Ma* 
thematics,  and  Others.  Price  8s. 

IX.  STEEL’s  NAV-AL  REMEMBRANCER:  Or, 
The  Gentleman  s Mar’/  i nc  Chronology  of  the  various  Tran- 
fadtions  of  the  late  War,  from  its  Commencement  to  the 
important  Period  of  figning  the  Preliminary  Articles,  on 
the  20th  of  J anuary,  1783.  Containing  exadl  Lifts  of  the 
Navies  of  Great- Brit,  n France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  'dt 
the  Conclufton  of  r e late  War,  together  with  all  the  Trea- 
ties made  at  that  Time.  Being  an  interefting  Collection  of 
Inteliigence,  ab  oluteiv  neceflary  for  making  an  accurate 
In  eftigntiori  o.  the  naval  Refources  and  efficient  Force  of 
the  late  bellig  rent  Powers.  Price  2s. 

X.  The  SEAMAN’s  GUIDE  to  the  LONGITUDE  : 
Or,  Key  to  the  Nau  ical  Epbemeris : Putting  the  faid  Ephe- 
meris  in  Praft  ce  at  Sea.  With  ftiort  Rules  and  familiar 
Examples.  &e.  Pr;ce  is.  6d. 

XT.  GRANTS  and  CHARTERS  of  the  TRINITY- 
HOUSE  : Shewi  g their  Authority  to  eredl  Light-Houfes 
and  Sea-Marks  : The  Duty  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage: 
With  a curious  Set  of  Tables  of  the  Duties  of  Ships  inwards 
and  outwards.  Price  zs.  fewed. 

XII.  A DESCRIPTION  of  the  MARITIME  PARTS 
of  FR  ANCE  : Containing  a particular  Account  of  all  the 
fortified  Towns,  Forts,  Harbours,  Bays,  and  Rivers,  with 
their  Tides,  Currents,  Soundings,  Shoals,  &c.  Illuftrated 
•with  91  Plates,  comprehending  Charts  of  the  Sea-Coaft,  and 
Plans  of  all  the  fortified  Places  on  it.  In  2 vol.  Fol.  2I.  2s. 

XIII.  NAVAL  EVOLUTIONS,  or  a Syftem  of  Difci- 
plinc : Illuftrated  by  Examples  from  the  moft  remarkable 
Sea- Engagements  between  England  and  Holland.  With  18 
Plates.  Price  12s. 

XIV.  The  COMPLETE  GUIDE  to  the  EAST-IN- 
DIA  TRADE,  by  Robert  Stevens,  formerly  a Mer- 
chant at  Bombay.  Comprehending  an  accurate  Series  of 
Intereft-Tables,  calculated  from  25  Raes  to  100000  Rupees, 
and  from  t Day  to  1 Year,  at  f per  Cent,  per  Month. 
With  Baity-Tables,  Tables  of  the  Value  of  Spanifh  Dollars, 
and  every  other  Table  neceflary  to  facilitate  mercantile 
Tranfariions.  To  which  are  added.  Calculations  of  the 
Value  and  Finenefs  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Bullion  and 
Coinage  of  India,  compared  with  the  Engliffi  Standard,  and 
interchangeably  between  the  Settlements,  &c.  See.  +to. 
Pi  ice  1 53. 


Portable  Directory,  & c. 


ACACIA 

jr££-*iS  the  infpiflated  juice  of  a plant  of  the  thorn 


^ T ^ kind,  growing  in  Egypt,  Arabia,  and  other  parts. 

are  known,  acacia  vera  and  acacia 
vjerui»iu<.a.  The  former  is  a gummy  fubftance. 


ufually  of  a firm  confiftence,  but  not  very  dry.  We  meet 
with  it  in  round  mafies,  enclofed  in  thin  bladders,  from  four 
to  eight  ounces  in  weight.  Outwardly  it  is  of  a deep  brown 
colour  inclining  to  black,  and  of  a lighter  brown  within, 
inclining  to  red  or  yellow.  Acacia  Germanicais  a juice  ex- 
prefied  from  the  unripe  fruit  of  the  floe-bufti,  and  differs 
from  the  preceding  in  being  harder,  heavier,  darker  in 
colour,  fharper  in  tafte,  and  particularly  in  this,  that  its  a f- 
tringency  may  be  procured  by  rectified  fpirit  as  well  as  by 
water,  whereas  the  Egyptian  acacia  is  not  at  all  diffoluble 
by  fpirit. 

The  following  particulars  fhould  be  attended  to  in  choofing 
acacia  vera.  It  has  little  or  no  manifeft  fmell;  applied  to 
the  tongue  it  quickly  foftens,  difcovering  a rough  and  not 
very  ungrateful  tafte,  followed  by  a fenfation  of  fweetnefs. 
If  quite  pure,  it  diftolves  totally  in  water;  if  otherwife,  the 
impurities  remain  undiftolved. 
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Agallochum,  fee  Lignum  Aloes. 

AGARIC 

Is  a fungus  growing  on  the  trunks  of  trees : the  medical 
agaric  is  that  met  with  on  old  larch-trees  in  the  Levant. 
It  comes  forth  on  the  tree  in  Spring  and  increafes  till  Au- 
tumn, when  it  is  cut  off,  the  cortical  part  feparated,  and 
the  infide  whitened,  by  being  expofed  for  fome  time  to 
the  fun.  We  receive  it  in  light  irregular  pieces  of  different 
magnitudes  and  of  a chalky  whitenefs.  The  belt  is  eafily 
cut  with  a knife,  friable  betwixt  the  fingers,  and  free  from 
hard,  gritty,  or  coloured,  veins. 


AGNUS  CASTUS, 

A willowy  fhrub,  bearing  flexible  rods,  with  long  tender 
leaves.  Its  feeds,  which  are  medicinally  ufed,  are  like  pep- 
per. The  belt  are  thofe  which  are  large,  frefh,  plump,  and 
unwichered. 

f 


ALOES: 

The  infpiffated  juice  prepared  from  the  flefhy-leaved  plant 
of  the  fame  name.  There  are  three  forts : 

Aloe  Socotrina,  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Socotora, 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  wrapt  in  fkins.  It  is  of  a bright  furface, 
in  fome  degree  tranfparent ; of  a yellowifh  red  colour,  with  a 
purple  call,  when  in  the  lump,  and  of  a golden  colour  when 
reduced  to  powder.  It  is  hard  and  friable  in  Winter,  fome- 
what  pliable  in  Summer,  and  foftens  between  the  fingers.  Its 
bitter  tafte  is  accompanied  with  an  aromatic  flavour,  but  not 
,*  fufiicient 
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fufficient  to  prevent  its  being  difagreeable j the  fmell  is  not 
very  unpleafant,  and  is  fomethirig  like  myrrh.  To  try  its  puri- 
ty, boil  four  ounces  in  a quart  of  water,  and  it  will  diflolve 
into  a dark-coloured  liquor;  if  adulterated,  the  impurities 
will  remain  undilTolved.  If,  in  the  package  of  this  drug,  there 
ikould  be  any  mixture  of  rubbifh,  it  will  be  more  advantageous 
to  cleanfe  it  in  India,  the  duty  being  paid  by  weight,  and  pu- 
rity much  advancing  the  price-  The  packages  Ihould  not  weigh, 
more  than  1 50  or  200  pounds ; if  not  more  than  100  it  will  be 
better.  The  purchafer  fhould  calculate  his  lofs  on  thelkins, 
Effr.  at  double  the  real  difadvantage ; and  the  infide  of  the 
package  (hould  be  greafed,  to  prevent  the  aloes  from  (licking. 


Aloe  Hepatica  is  produced  in  other  parts  as  well  as  in 
the  Eall.  The  belt  is  ufually  imported  from  Barbadoes  in 
gourd-lhells,  an  inferior  kind  in  pots,  and  a Hill  worfe  in 
calks.  This  kind  is  generally  darker- coloured  and  lefs  clear 
than  the  Socotrine,  and  generally  more  compadl  and  dry, 
though  fometimes  quite  foft  and  clammy,  particularly  the 
calk-fort.  Its  talle  is  intenfely  bitter  and  naufeous,  without 
the  aromatic  flavour  of  the  Socotrine,  and  its  fmell  is  much 
Wronger  and  more  difagreeable.  If  any  of  this  fort  be 
brought  from  India,  care  Ihould  be  taken  that  it  be  not  li- 
quid, a circumltance  that  lelfens  its  value  in  England  con- 
fiderably. 


Aloe  Cabal lina,  caballine  or  horfe  aloes,  is  eafily  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  both  the  preceding  by  its  ftrong  rank  fmell; 
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in  other  refpe&s  it  nearly  agrees  with  the  hepatic,  and  is 
not  unfrequently  fold  in  its  place  : it  is  fometimes  prepared 
fo  pure  and  bright  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  the  eye  to  dif- 
tinguilh  it  from  the  Socotrine  ; but  it  is  quickly  difcovered 
by  the  ranknefs  of  the  fmell ; fhould  this  alfo  be  diffipated 
by  art,  the  aromatic  flavour  of  the  finer  aloes  is  a fufficient 
criterion.  But  it  will  not  be  profitable  to  bring  either  cabal- 
line or  hepatic  aloes  from  India. 


AMBER, 

A marine  bitumen,  ufually  found  on  the  coafi:  of  Pruffia, 
and  of  which  India  produces  fome.  If  genuine,  when  rub- 
bed on  cloth,  or  hard  with  the  hand,  it  will  attradl  a needle, 
feather,  ftraw,  or  other  like  fubflance.  By  friftion,  alfo,  it 
will  difclofe  a phofphorical  light  in  the  dark. 


AMBERGRIS 
Is  a fubflance  the  origin  of  which  has  been  much  contro- 
verted ; the  prevailing  opinion  (feemingly  confirmed  by  fome 
chemical  experiments)  is,  that  it  is  a marine  bitumen,  thrown 
by  ftorms  on  the  coafts  where  it  is  found,  or  floating  on  the 
furfaceof  the  fea.  It  is  a folid  febaceous  fubflance,  not  very 
ponderous,  or  feveral  colours,  from  alh-coloured  and  white, 
through  different  fhades,  to  black.  The  bell  is  the  alh- 
coloured  or  grey,  variegated  like  marble,  and  often  marked 
with  white  fpecks.  It  is  generally  in  fmall  maffes,  though 
we  have  been  told  of  pieces  that  weighed  too  pounds. 
It  is  of  a loofe  texture,  pulverablc  in  a degree  like  wax, 

breaking 
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breaking  rough  and  uneven,  and  frequently  containing  pie- 
ces of  Ihells  and  other  things  of  that  nature.  That  which  is 
all  black  or  entirely  white  is  good  for  little;  as  is  the  fmooth, 
uniform,  and  perfectly  pure  ; thefe  being  commonly  falfified 
or  factitious.  The  bell  ambergris  is  fometimes  covered  with 
a blackilh  cruft  and  mixed  with  foreign  fubftances  ; however, 
the  cleaneft  fliould  bechofen. 

In  the  choice  of  this  commodity,  the  alh-coloured,  before- 
mentioned,  intermingled  with  yellowifh  or  blackilh  fpecksor 
veins,  is  to  be  preferred  : it  has  fcarcely  any  particular  tafte, 
and  very  little  fmell,  unlefs  heated  or  much  handled,  when 
it  is  very  fragrant  and  agreeable  to  moll  people.  If  it  be 
pure,  when  a hot  needle  is  thruft  into  it,  it  yields  a very 
pleafant  fmell,  which  the  adulterated  will  not.  But  the  bell 
proof  of  its  genuinenefs  is,  that,  in  a firong  heat,  it  proves 
almoft  totally  volatile. 


AMBER-SEED, 

Or  mulk-feed,  is  flat  and  kidney-lhaped,  about  the  lizeof 
a large  pin’s  head,  of  a greyilh  colour  on  the  outfide  and 
white  within  : it  is  produced  by  a Ihrub  growing  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Thefe  feeds  have  a fragrant  fmell, 
approaching  to  that  of  mulk,  and  a llightly  aromatic  but 
fomewhat  bitter  tafte. 


AMMI  VERUM 
Is  the  produce  of  an  Egyptian  plant.  It  is  a fmall  feed, 
ef  a yellow  colour  inclining  to  red,  having  an  acrid  aromatic 

tafte 


( 6 ) 

tafte  and  a fragrant  fmell.  It  is  feldom  ufed  here,  the  am- 
mi  vulgare  being  fubftituted,  which  is  commonly  cultivated 
in  gardens. 


AMMONIACUM,  GUM, 

Is  brought  from  feveral  parts  of  Alia  either  in  fine  tears, 
or  drops,  or  in  malTes  compofed  of  them,  of  a milky  white- 
refs  ; the  external  parts  of  the  mafs  commonly  incline  to 
yellow  or  brown  ; and  the  white  tears  change  to  the  fame 
colour  on  being  expofed  for  fome  time  to  the  air.  This  gum 
has  a flrong  fmell  and  a difagreeable  fweetnefs  of  tafte,  fol- 
lowed by  a fenfation  of  bitternefs.  It  turns  any  liquid  but 
fpirits  milky,  on  diflolution. 

Gum  ammoniac,  in  maftes,  fhould  be  chofen  full  of  drops, 
without  filth  or  feeds,  dry,  brittle,  growing  foft  by  the  fire, 
and  being  eafily  reduced  to  a white  powder,  of  a fharp  tafte 
and  fmell.  The  drops  fhould  be  round,  white,  internally 
and  externally,  of  a fmell  not  unpleafant,  of  a bitter  tafte, 
and  free  from  feeds  or  other  foreign  fubftances. 


AMMONIACUM,  SAL, 

Is  a volatile  fait  brought  chiefly  from  Egypt,  fometimes 
in  conical  loaves,  commonly  in  round  cakes,  convex  on  one 
fide  and  concave  on  the  other.  It  fhould  be  chofen  of  a very 
fharp  penetrating  tafte,  white,  clear,  tranfparent,  dry,  with 
the  internal  part  perfe&ly  pure  and  of  an  almoft  tranfparent 
whitenefs  ; the  outfide  is  for  the  moft  part  foul,  and  of  a 
hue  inclining  to  yellow,  grey,  or  black  ; but  it  fhould  be 
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every  way  as  clean  as  it  can  be  procured.  When  broken, 
it  mull  appear  as  if  full  of  needle  points. 


AMOMUM  VERUM, 

True  amomum,  is  the  fruit  or  feed-veflel  of  an  Oriental 
plant.  This  fruit,  in  figure,  is  like  a grape,  and  contains, 
under  a membraneous  covering,  a number  of  fmall,  rough, 
angular,  feeds,  of  a blackifh-brown  colour  on  the  outfide, 
and  whiter  within.  The  feeds  are  lodged  in  three  aiftinQ: 
cells,  and  thofe  in  each  cell  joined  clofely  together,  fo  that 
the  fruit,  on  being  opened,  appears  to  contain  but  three 
feeds.  Ten  or  twelve  of  thefe  pedicles,  about  an  inch  long. 
Hand  together  upon  a woody  {talk.  The  feeds  are  a ftrong 
grateful  aromatic,  of  a penetrating  fragrant  fmell,  and  of  a 
warm  pungent  tafte. 

That  amomum  is  beft  which  is  frefh  and  large,  the  pods 
being  round,  of  a light  colour  inclining  to  grey,  heavy,  and 
well  filled  with  odoriferous  grains.  To  have  the  grains  neat 
and  clean,  they  fhould  be  feparated  from  the  {hell,  which  is 
of  little  ufe.  The  amomum  whofe  pods  are  light  and  grains 
wrinkled  is  of  no  value. 


ANACARDIUM 

Is  a fruit  of  the  fhape  of  a flattened  heart,  produced  by 
the  Malacca  bean-tree.  It  is  covered  by  two  tough  rinds, 
between  which  is  lodged  an  acrid  matter,  in  a liquid  date 
while  the  nut  is  frelh,  but  which  grows  dry  by  keeping. 
The  goodnefs  of  the  anacardium  confifls  in  its  being  large, 
plump,  dry,  and  frefh. 

AN1ME, 
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ANIME,  GUM, 

Is  a refinous  fubftance  which  flows  by  incifion  from  the 
trunk  of  the  tree  that  produces  it.  It  has  a light  pleafant 
fmel!,  and  little  or  no  tafte.  Its  colour  is  a fine  pale  yellow, 
and  it  fhould  be  quite  tranfparent.  It  readily  breaks 
between  the  teeth,  but,  on  long  chewing,  foftens  and  flicks 
together.  It  is  produced  in  North  and  South  America  as 
well  as  in  the  Eaft. 

This  gum  fhould  be  chofen  white,  dry,  brittle,  and  clean. 
If  genuine,  when  laid  on  a red-hot  iron,  it  immediately 
melts,  catches  flame,  and  burns  quickly  away,  with  a fra- 
grant fmell,  leaving  only  a fmall  quantity  of  light-coloured 
alhes. 


ANISUM  STELLATUM, 

Indian  or  ftellated  anife,  a fruit  or  feed-veffel,  confiding 
-of  rufty-coloured,  hard,  wrinkled,  hufks,  about  half  an 
inch  long,  joined  together  by  their  ends,  to  the  number  of 
fix  or  feven,  in  the  form  of  a ftar,  each  including  a gloffy 
feed  that  is  internally  white.  It  is  the  produce  of  a fmall 
tree  growing  in  Tartary,  China,  and  the  Philippine  iflands. 
The  hufks  of  thefe  feeds  have  a glowing,  fweetifh,  aromatic, 
tafle,  but  not  fiery.  The  feeds  have  little  fmell,  but  fill  the 
mouth,  in  chewing,  with  an  agreeable  aromatic  flavour,  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that  of  the  hufks,  but  weaker,  accom- 
panied with  a greater  fweetnefs. 


ARABIC, 
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A R'A  B I C,  GUM, 

The  infpilTated  juice  of  the  Egyptian  acacia.  It  is  in 
fmall  dear  mafles,  of  an  infipid  vifcous  tafte,  femi-tranfpa- 
rent,  of  a clear  whitilh  or  very  pale  yellow  colour  : the 
clearer  and  mote  pellucid  the  better  the  gum.  When  this 
gum  is  pure,  it  will  diffolve  totally  in  water,  otherwife  it 
will  leave  a foul  fediment.  Gum  Senegal,  which  is  fome- 
times  fold  for  it,  is  in  larger  and  darker-coloured  mafles, 
not  fo  fmooth,  but  rougher  on  the  outfide.  The  bell  package 
is  a (trong  iron-bound  calk. 


A R E C A, 

Areck,  or  betelnut,  is  a fruit  univerfally  fought  after 
throughout  India,  but  it  is  not  a commercial  article  in 
Europe. 

The  areca  is  the  produce  of  a tall  thin  tree  of  the  palm- 
kind.  The  (hell,  which  contains  the  fruit,  is  fmcoth 
without,  but  rough  and  hairy  within,  refembling  the  cocoa- 
nut,  and  being  about  the  fize  of  a green  walnut.  The 
kernel  is  near  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  much  refembling  it  ex- 
ternally, and  having,  when  cut  in  two,  the  fame  veiny  ap- 
pearance. In  the  center  of  the  fruit,  while  it  is  foft,  is 
contained  a greyiih  and  almoft  liquid  fubflance,  which 
hardens  as  the  nut  ripens.  When  ripe  and  frdh,  this  fruit 
is  aftiingent  but  not  unpalatable,  and  the  (hell  inclines  to 
a yellow  colour.  The  chief  ufe  made  of  areca  is  to  chew  it 
with  the  leaves  of  betel,  mixing  therewith  a chalk  called 
chunam,  and  fometimes  other  perfumed  compofitions. 

Mr.  Grofe  (in  his  Voyage  to  the  Eaft-Indies)  farther  fays, 
“ They  ufe  it  both  raw  and  boiled  ; which  lad  operation, 
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“ they  fay,  adds  ftrength  to  it.  But  I would  not  advife 
“ any  one  to  take  it  green,  fince  it  affeCts  the  animal  fpirits 
««  fo  powerfully,  that,  inkantaneoufly,  as  it  were,  thofe  who 
“ are  not  ufed  to  it  fall  down  in  a trance;  it  is  true,  they 
“ recover  prefently,  and  without  any  ill  confequences.” 


A R L E T, 

A kind  of  cumin,  for  which  there  is  fome  trade  at  Surat. 
There  are  three  forts  of  it,  the  white,  the  black,  and  the 
fmall ; of  which  the  white  is  preferred.  It  is  little  known 
in  Europe. 


ASA  FCET1DA 

Is  a fetid  concrete  juice  of  a large  plant  growing  in  Perfia. 
When  this  plant  is  grown  to  a proper  age  and  fize,  the  root 
is  bared  of  earth,  fkreened  from  the  fun  by  the  leaves  that 
have  been  pulled  off,  cut  horizontally  after  fome  days,  and 
again  carefully  fkreened  : in  a day  or  two,  the  juice  gradu- 
ally rifes  and  accumulates  on  the  furface,  whence  it  is  col- 
lected, and  the  fuperficial  part  of  the  root,  that  has  become 
dry,  is  cut  off,  that  the  remaining  moikure  may  be  extracted 
and  collected  in  a fimilar  manner.  This  juice,  as  it  firffc 
ikues  from  the  root,  is  liquid  and  white  like  milk ; it  gra- 
dually acquires  different  degrees  of  confikency.  It  has  a 
Itrong  fetid  fmell,  and  a naufeous,  fomewhat  bitter,  biting, 
take  : the  Itronger  thefe  are  the  better,  as  age  diminifhes 
both. 


This 
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This  drug  is  originally  in  fmall  drops,  but,  when  packed, 
it  forms  irregular  mafles,  compofed  of  little  fhining  lumps 
or  grains,  which  have  the  different  fhades  of  white,  brown, 
red,  or  violet.  It  fhould  be  chofen  clear,  frefh,  flrong- 
fcented,  of  a pale  red  colour,  and  variegated  with  a number 
of  fine  white  tears.  Its  peculiar  fcent  and  tafle  will  diftin- 
guifh  the  genuine  from  the  adulterated. 


AZURE, 

Or  lapis-lazuli,  is  a compaft  ponderous  fofTil,  lefs  hard 
than  flint,  that  takes  a high  polifh,  and  is  ufed,  in  an  infe- 
rior intention,  for  toys,  &c.  Its  moll  valuable  purpofe  is  in 
making  that  beautiful  colour  called  ultramarine  blue.  It  is 
found  in  detached  lumps,  ufually  about  the  fize  of  a man’s 
fill,  frequently  fmaller,  and  fometimes  in  pieces  of  four  or 
five  pounds  weight.  It  is  very  feldom  covered  with  any  coat 
or  crufl,  but  refembles  thofe  flones  which  have  been  wafhed 
oft  from  whole  ilrata,  and  fmoothed  or  rounded  by  accidents 
afterwards.  Its  furface  is  naturally  fmooth  and  gloffy  ; its 
colour,  a very  elegant  blue,  beautifully  variegated  with 
white  or  clouded  fpots,  and  with  gold-coloured  fhining  veins. 
For  any  purpofe  but  toy-making  it  is  mofl  valuable  the  lefs 
it  has  of  thefe  variegations.  It  is  the  produftion  of  Alia  and 
Africa  : a much  inferior  kind  is  likewife  brought  from 
Germany. 

It  is  to  be  chofen  of  a fine  clofe  texture,  heavy,  of  a deep 
indigo-blue  colour,  having  as  few  ornamental  gold-coloured 
veins  as  poflible,  and  fuch  as  calcines  in  a ltrong  fire  without 
emitting  any  fmell.  It  is  fometimes  rubbed  over  with  olive- 
oil  to  increafe  its  colour.  This  impofition  may  be  difcovered 
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by  breaking  the  {lone:  if  it  be  palei  within  than  without, 
it  is  a proof  that  the  {lone  was  falfified  If  the  azure- {lone 
be  of  a good  quality,  its  colour  will  remain  unchanged  when 
it  is  red-hot  in  the  fire.  The  lapis  Armenus,  which  exter- 
nally refembles  this  Hone,  may  be  readily  diflinguifhed,  by 
its  being  lefs  hard,  and  foon  lofing  its  blue  colour  in  a mo- 
derate fire. 


BALSAM  of  MECCA, 

Or  balm  of  Gilead.  A refinous  juice  that  difiils  from  a 
tree  growing  between  Medina  and  Mecca.  It  is  much  ufed 
by  the  Afiatic  ladies  as  a cofmetic.  The  tree  is  fcarce  ; and 
the  liquor  which  iffues  from  it  fmells  like  turpentine,  but 
more  fweet  and  pleafant.  That  which  drops  from  old  trees 
is  thicker  than  that  produced  by  young  ones,  but  their  ef- 
fects are  the  fame.  When  the  liquor  is  not  clear  and  trans- 
parent, it  is  not  uncommonly  owing  to  the  veflels  that  have 
contained  it,  the  balfam  being  no  worfe  in  point  of  quality. 
This  commodity  is  very  liable  to  adulteration  ; and  the  fol- 
lowing method  is  recommended  todifcover  the  impofition. 

Caufe  a drop  or  two  of  the  liquid  balfam  to  fall  into  a 
glafs  of  clear  water  : if  the  drop  go  to  the  bottom,  without 
riling  again  to  the  Surface,  or  if  it  continue  in  a drop,  like 
oil,  it  is  a proof  that  the  balfam  is  adulterated.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  it  Spreads  upon  the  Surface  of  the  water,  like  a 
very  thin  cobweb,  Scarcely  vifible  to  the  eye,  and,  being 
congealed,  may  be  taken  up  with  a pin  or  Small  llraw,  the 
balfam  is  pure  and  natural. 

Other  modes  of  trial  arc  likewife  mentioned.  If  the  pure 
balfam  be  dropped  on  woollen,  it  will  walh  outj  if  adul- 
terated. 


( *3  ) 

terated,  it  flicks  to  the  place.  The  genuine,  dropped  into 
milk,  coagulates  it,  which  the  fpurious  will  not.  When  a 
drop  of  the  pure  balfam  is  let  fall  on  red-hot  iron,  it  gathers 
itfelf  into  a globule,  whereas  oil  or  fpurious  balfam  runs  and 
fheds  itfelf  all  around.  The  genuine  balfam  alfo  feels  vi£. 
cid  and  adheflve  to  the  fingers,  which  the  adulterated  does  not. 
If  fophifticated  with  wax,  it  is  difcovered  by  the  turbid  co- 
lour, never  to  be  clarified  : if  with  honey,  the  fweet  tafte 
betrays  it : if  with  refins,  by  dropping  it  on  live  coals  it 
yields  a blacker  flame,  and  of  a grofler  fubflance,  than  the 
genuine. 

When  the  balfam  is  too  thick  to  be  taken  out  of  the  bot- 
tle, it  need  only  be  placed  near  the  fire,  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  heat  eafily  liquifying  it.  The  bottles  mull  not  be  quite 
fu.l,  left  they  ftiould  break,  as  this  liquor  is  apt  to  rari/y. 


Balfamum  is  the  Latin  name  of  the  tree  whence  the  balfam 
iflues  : opo-balfamum  is  the  juice  which  diftils  from  the 
tree,  that  is,  the  balfam  ; carpo-balfamum  is  the  fruit ; and 
xylo-balfamum  is  the  wood.  Tbefe  are  all  ufeful. 

Carpo-Balsamum  Ihould  be  chofen  frelh,  plump,  pon- 
derous, of  a hot  biting  tafte,  and  fmelling,  in  fome  mode- 
rate degree,  like  the  balfam.  Hypericum  is  fometimes 
mixed  with  it;  which  may  be  difcovered  by  its  excefsin  fize, 
its  vacuity,  want  of  virtue,  and  peppery  tafte. 


Xylo-Balsamum  ought  to  be  in  fmall  knotty  rods,  the 
rind  red,  the  wood  white,  refinous,  and  having  a feent  fomc- 
what  like  the  balfam. 


BANGUE, 
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B A N G U E, 

A fpecies  of  opiate  in  much  repute  throughout  the  Eafl 
for  drowning  care.  It  is  the  leaf  of  a kind  of  wild  hemp, 
little  differing,  as  to  leaf  or  feed,  (except  in  fize,)  from  our 
hemp.  The  effects  of  this  drug  are,  to  confound  the  under- 
ftanding,  fet  the'  imagination  loofe,  and  induce  a kind  of 
folly  ar.d  forgetfulnefs.  Mr.  Grofe  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  “ Bangue  is  an  intoxicating  herb,  in  the 
“ ufe  of  which  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  pleafure  can  be  found, 
“ it  being  very  difagreeable  to  the  tafte,  and  violent  in  its 
“ operation,  which  produces  a temporary  madnefs,  that,  in 
“ fome,  when  designedly  taken  for  that  purpofe,  ends  in 
“ running  what  they  call  a muck,  furioufly  killing  every 
*c  one  they  meet,  without  diftindlion,  till  themfelves  are 
“ knocked  on  the  head,  like  mad  dogs.  But  this  pradice 
“ is  much  rarer  in  India  than  it  formerly  was.” 


BDELLIUM 

Is  a gum-refin  in  fome  degree  refembling  myrrh,  and  it  is 
not  unfrequently  imported  with  a confiderable  quantity  mixed 
amongft  it.  It  is  in  Single  loofe  drops,  not  concreted  into 
cakes.  Thefe  drops  are  of  a very  irregular  fize,  fome  of 
them  as  large  as  hazel-nuts,  many  lefs  than  a pea,  and  fome 
few  bigger  than  the  firft-mentioned.  They  arefeldom  regu- 
larly round,  often  crooked,  and  of  an  irregular  Shape.  The 
colour  of  this  gum  is  a dufky  brownifh  red ; it  is  femi-tranf- 
parent,  moderately  heavy,  and  confiderably  hard  ; taken  in- 
to the  mouth,  it  grows  Soft  and  tough  in  the  manner  of  maf- 
tic  ; its  Smell  is  not  difagreeable  ; its  take  inclines  to  bitter, 
but  not  So  much  as  that  of  myrrh.  Ic  readily  takes  fire,  and 

burns 


burns  very  brilkly,  with  a white  bright  flame,  though  it 
crackles  all  the  time,  and  frequently  throws  little  fragments 
of  matter  to  the  furface  of  the  flame. 

Bdellium  is  not  perfedily  foluble  in  aqueous  or  fpiritaous 
menftrua  : a confiderable  part  of  it  is  foluble  in  common  wa- 
ter, and  the  remainder  may  be  diflolved  in  well-redlified 
fpirit  of  wine.  We  meet  with  it  not  only  among  myrrh, 
but  often  among  gum  Senegal,  which  it  much  lefs  refembles. 

The  charafteriftics  for  chooflng  Bdellium  are  copioufly 
exprefled  in  the  preceding  defcription  : to  aflift  the  memory, 
they  may  be  thus  colledled  : this  gum  Ihould  be  fomewhat 
tranfparent,  the  more  fo  the  better,  of  a bitter  tafte,  of  a 
dulky  reddifh-brown  colour,  moderately  heavy  and  hard, 
becoming  foft  and  tough  in  the  mouth. 


BEAN  of  St.  IGNATIUS, 
Improperly  fo  called,  is  the  fmall  folid  feed  of  a fruit  of 
the  gourd-kind,  growing  upon  a tree  in  fome  of  the  Philip- 
pine iflands,  and  in  which  the  Chinefe  trade. 

The  figure  of  this  feed  is  irregular  ; it  is  nearly  the  fize  of 
a fmall  nutmeg,  with  a muiky  fcent,  when  frefli,  and  a tafle 
fomewhat  bitter.  Its  external  colour  is  grey  : but  it  inclines 
to  black,  when  ftripped  of  the  thin  fkin  which  inveils  it. 
The  infide  refembles  a dark-coloured  jelly,  but  it  is  of  as 
hard  a confillence  as  horn,  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  cut  or 
break  it.  If  grated,  (which  is  the  eafiefl:  way  of  ufing  it,) 
it  appears  white  in  thofe  places  touched  by  the  points  of  the 
grater,  which  deceives  thofe  who  fee  it  of  that  colour.  Jn 
order  to  view  its  natural  colour,  it  mull  be  cut  through  the 
middle  with  a knife,  driven  in  by  a hammer  or  mailer. 

BEN, 
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BEN,  or  B E H E N, 

Is  a name  appropriated  to  two  articles,  the  ben-root  and 
the  ben-nut ; the  former  is  again  divided  into  the  white  and 
the  red ; the  white  ben-root  is  grey  without  and  inclining  to 
white  within,  of  a tafte  almoft  infipid,  which  however  leaves 
a difagreeable  bitternefs,  when  kept  fome  time  in  the  mouth. 
The  red  ben  is  a fibrous  root,  brown  on  the  outfide  and  in- 
clining to  red  within.  Both  forts  Ihould  be  chofen  frelh, 
dry,  of  a deep  colour,  and  of  an  aromatic  aftringent  tafte. 


The  Ben-Nut  is  of  a light  colour,  about  the  fize  of  a fil- 
bert,  of  a triangular,  but  fomewhat  round,  Ihape,  including 
a kernel  of  the  fame  figure,  covered  with  a white  Ikin.  Jt 
is  the  produce  of  a tree  growing  fpontaneoufly  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies  and  in  America.  Thefe  nuts  ftiould  be  chofen  of  a 
difagreeable,  bitter,  oily,  tafte,  frelh,  plump,  and  found. 


BENZOIN, 

Or  benjamin,  is  the  concrete  refinous  juice  of  a tree  grow- 
ing in  the  Eaft-Indies  and  in  North-America.  Benzoin  is  in 
drops  and  lumps  : the  former  is  feldom  or  never  met  with  : 
the  latter  is  conipofed  of  fmall  grains,  of  a colour  inclining 
to  white  or  yellow,  with  a purple  call  on  the  furface.  It  is 
very  inflammable,  and  diffufes  a fragrant  fmell  while  burn- 
ing. It  is  gathered  in  the  following  manner.  When  the 
benzoin-trees  are  fix  years  old,  the  natives  of  the  iflands  of 
Sumatra  and  Java  cut  them  in  fevcral  places  under  the 

large 
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large  branches,  in  an  oblique  direttion,  quite  into 
the  wood : the  benzoin  flows  from  thefe  wounds, 
is  white  and  foft  at  firft,  but  by  degrees  becomes  harder, 
and  acquires  a darker  colour  on  the  furface  by  being  expofed 
to  the  air. 

In  order  to  be  of  a good  quality,  this  gum  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely clean,  of  an  agreeable  fcent,  very  refinous,  and  in- 
termixed with  many  white  tears.  That  which  is  very  brown, 
black,  and  without  fmell,  is  to  be  rejected.  The  mafs 
fhould  be  broken  quite  through,  to  fee  that  it  poflefles  the 
neceflary  qualities. 


BETEL. 

The  practice  of  chewing  betel  is  univerfal  in  India,  as 
well  as  on  the  coaft  of  China  : it  is  produced  at  all  enter- 
tainments and  vifits  amongfl:  the  natives,  and  even  to  Euro- 
peans, fome  of  whom,  efpecially  the  Portuguefe,  have 
adopted  the  habit.  The  dofe  (if  it  may  be  fo  called)  mull 
neceflarily  conful  of  three  ingredients,  the  betel-leaf,  the 
areca,  or  betel-nut,  and  chunam  ; for,  wanting  any  of  thefe, 
that  deep  red  colour,  which  refults  from  their  mixture  in 
maftication,  would  alfo  fail. 

The  betel-leaf  is  fomething  like  that  of  a laurel,  and 
grows  upon  poles,  like  the  hop.  This  leaf  is  full  of  large 
fibres,  which,  with  the  middle  one,  are  generally  ftripped 
off  by  the  finger-nail.  It  has  a hot  biting  tafte,  not  unplea- 
fing  to  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  it. 

The  chunam  is  only  burnt  lime,  made  of  the  finefl:  fhells. 
It  is  kept  in  gold,  filver,  and  metal,  boxes,  and  mult  be 
moiflened  for  ufe.  See  catechu. 

D 


Betel- 


( 18  ) 

Betelnut,  feeARECA. 

BEZOAR,  LAPIS, 

A medicinal  ftone,  to  which  extravagantly-efiicacious  qua- 
lities were  formerly  attributed,  but  which  latterly  has  been 
more  lightly  efteemed.  It  is  produced  in  the  ftomach  of  an 
animal  of  the  goat-kind,  inhabiting  the  mountains  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Perfia,  and  defcribed  by  naturalifts  in  the 
following  manner,  under  the  name  of  gazella  Indica.  It  is 
of  the  fize  of  our  common  deer ; and  its  coat  of  hair  is  of  a 
grey  colour  inclining  to  a rully  brown.  The  head  is  lhaped 
like  that  of  our  goat ; the  horns  are  near  three  feet  in  length, 
when  the  creature  is  full-grown ; they  are  firait,  and,  in 
that  part  which  is  near  their  infertion  on  the  head,  they  are 
annulated,  or  marked  with  circular  rifings ; and  all  the  other 
part  is  black,  fmooth,  and  glofly.  The  tail  is  near  a foot 
in  length,  and  is  covered  with  hair  of  the  fame  colour  with 
that  on  the  reft  of  the  body,  but  confiderably  longer.  The 
legs  are  very  ftrong,  and  covered  with  fhort  hair.  The 
creature  is  very  nimble,  and  jumps  about  upon  the  rocks  like 
our  goat. 

Befide  the  Oriental,  there  are  German  and  other,  bezoars, 
which  are  lefs  valuable.  The  genuine  Oriental  bezoar  is 
commonly  of  an  oval  form,  and  between  the  fize  of  a hazle- 
nut  and  a walnut : if  larger,  it  is  more  valuable;  if  fmaller, 
of  no  value.  This  ftone  is  externally  fmooth  and  glofly, 
and  compofed  of  feveral  ftiining  coats,  like  an  onion,  inclo- 
fing  either  a powdery  fubftance,  or  a nucleus,  round  which 
they  are  formed.  The  colour  moft  valued  is  a ftiining  olive 
or  dark  green  ; but  there  are  fome  whitifti,  fome  grey,  and 
fomcof  a dull  yellow.  Purchafers  ftiould  be  careful  in  choo- 
fing  this  drug.  The  real  bezoar  has  little  fme.l  and  no  tafte. 

It 
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It  Ihould  be  as  large  as  poflible  : the  very  fmall  pieces  Ihould 
be  intirely  rejefted,  as  they  are  moil  commonly  increafed 
in  quantity  with  fattitious  fubftances  refembling  them. 

When  a red  hot  needle,  on  entering  the  bezoar,  occalions 
it  to  fry  and  fhrivel,  it  is  not  genuine  : if  it  only  throw  off  a 
fmall  fcale  or  cruft,  without  entering,  it  is  good. 

If,  on  rubbing  it  over  paper,  previoufly  fmeared  with  chalk 
or  quick  lime,  it  leave  a yellow  taint  on  the  former,  or  a 
green  one  on  the  latter,  it  is  a good  ftone. 

If  the  bezoar,  after  foakingfive  or  fix  hours  in  luke-warm 
water,  remain  unchanged,  in  weight,  colour,  or  confiftence, 
it  is  genuine.  Nor  Ihould  it  appear  fenfibly  atted  upon  by 
rectified  fpirit  any  more  than  by  water. 

The  powder,  after  agitation  with  water  or  fpirit,  fubfides 
uniformly  and  totally,  leaving  no  greenilh  matter  diflolved 
in  the  liquors,  as  thofe  powders  do  in  which  the  bezoar- 
tindlure  has  been  imitated  by  certain  vegetable  matters. 


BIRDS  NESTS 

Are  generally  brought  to  Europe  as  prefents.  The  bird, 
who  forms  this  neft,  is  a kind  of  fwallow,  the  upper  part  of 
whofe  body,  including  the  head  and  tail,  is  of  a dark  colour, 
and  the  under  part  is  white  : its  head  is  fmall ; its  bill  is 
fliort,  thick,  crocked,  light-blue,  and  fhining : its  legs  are 
fhort  and  Aim : the  wings  are  long,  extending  beyond  the 
tail.  Thefe  fwallows  frequent  the  high  rocks,  where  they 
build  their  nefts. 

Thefe  nefts  differ  from  each  other  in  fize,  thicknefs,  co- 
lour, and  weight.  Their  diameter  is  commonly  three  fingers 
breadth  on  the  top,  and  their  perpendicular  depth  in  the 
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middle  feldom  exceeds  an  inch.  The  fubftance  of  thefe  nefts 
is  white  inclining  to  red,  fomewhat  tranfparent : their  thick- 
nefs  is  little  more  than  that  of  a filver  fpoon  ; and  their 
weight  is  from  a quarter  to  half  an  ounce.  They  are  very 
brittle,  and  have  a fhining  gummy  appearance  internally, 
when  broken.  As  the  induftry  of  the  bird  applied  the  mat- 
ter in  fmall  glutinous  pieces,  at  intervals,  the  nells  feem 
wrinkled,  or  (lightly  furrowed,  on  the  furface.  This  de- 
fcription  mud  be  underftood  of  thofe  nefts  that  are  dry  and 
have  been  fome  time  kept.  While  they  are  attached  to  the  j 
rocks,  or  other  places,  they  are  more  pliable,  larger,  and 
heavier. 

Thefe  nefts  are  compofed  of  an  animal  fubftance,  which 
the  birds  procure  on  the  (bore  when  the  fea  ebbs.  They  fix 
on  a kind  of  ftar-fifh,  of  a gelatinous  confidence,  of  which 
each  conveys  a bill-full  to  the  place  deftined  for  its  neft,  ap- 
plying it  by  threads,  one  over  the  other  at  feveral  times, 
and  (tying  backward  and  forward  till  the  work  is  completed. 
Some  perfons  afiert  that  the  birds  get  the  glutinous  matter 
from  oyfters  or  other  fhell-fifh  that  abound  in  thofe  feas.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  thefe  fwallows  procure  the  materials 
for  their  nefts  both  from  ftar-fi(h  and  (hell-fifh,  their  ftrong 
crooked  bills  demonftrating  their  capability. 

A neft  bears  three  denominations,  head,  belly,  and  foot. 
The  foot  is  yellow,  dirty,  and  has  many  feathers  in  it,  being 
the  part  which  (ticks  to  the  rock.  The  belly  is  yellow,  but 
free  from  dirt.  The  head  is  white  and  tranfparent,  and 
twice  as  valuable  as  the  foot.  A neft  (hould  be  cliofen  dry 
and  very  brittle ; if  moift,  it  will  be  tough  and  pliable. 
The  foot  and  belly  may  with  pains  be  made  head,  by  pick- 
ing the  feathers  and  walhing  the  dirt  out,  and  laying  them  in 
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the  dew,  on  moonlhiny  nights,  which  will  whiten  them  by 
degrees  ; but,  if  the  fun  come  to  them,  they  then  grow  yel- 
lower, and  fpoil. 


BORAX,  ROUGH, 

Or  tincal,  is  a cryftaliine  fait,  brought  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies  in  a very  impure  condition,  confiding  partly  of  large 
lix-fided  cryflals,  but  chiefly  of  fmaller  irregular  ones,  of  a 
white  or  green  colour,  joined  together  in  one  lump  by  a fe- 
tid, greafy,  or  oily,  yellow  fubflance,  intermingled  with  fand, 
fmall  (tones,  and  other  impurities. 

The  purchafer,  in  choofing  rough  borax,  (hould  obferve, 
that  the  cleaned,  and  brighteft  folid  pieces,  refembling  white 
fugar-candy,  which  (hould  be  greafy  to  the  touch,  and  of  a 
rank  fmell,  are  the  bed. 


Refined  Borax  (hould  have  a pungent  tafle  but  fome- 
what  fvveet,  and  (hould  be  perfectly  white  and  free  from  all 
impurities.  The  high  duty  on  refined  borax  renders  it  un- 
profitable in  England,  as  rough  borax  can  be  eafily  purified. 


Calambac,  fee  Lignum  Aloes. 

CAMPHOR  A, 

Camphor,  or  camphire,  a folid  undluous  concrete,  that  is 
procured  in  India  by  boiling  the  branches  and  other  parts  of 
the  tree  which  produces  it.  It  has  a fragrant  fmell,  and  a 
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fomewhat  bitter,  aromatic,  pungent,  fade,  accompanied  with 
an  imprelfion  of  coolnefs.  A fpecies  of  camphor  is  likewife 
found  naturally  concreted  into  little  grains  in  the  medullary 
part  of  the  camphor-tree.  Specimens  of  this  (in  Europe) 
are  only  found  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 

The  Indians  diftinguilh  two  kinds  of  camphor,  a liner  and 
acoarfer.  The  latter  is  the  Japanefe  kind,  beforementioned, 
procured  by  boiling;  the  former,  produced  in  Borneo  and 
Sumatra,  is  fo  highly  valued  by  the  natives  that  it  is  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  Europe.  The  Japanefe  value  this 
fort  fo  much,  that,  for  one  ounce  of  it,  they  will  give  five  or 
fix  of  what  they  make  ; and  the  Chinefe  value  it  fo  highly 
as  to  give  35/.  for  fixteen  ounces.* 

The  tree,  whence  the  Japanefe  procure  their  camphor,  is  a 
fpecies  of  bay-tree,  which  grows  to  a large  lize.  They  cut 
the  root  and  mod  tender  Ihoots  into  fmall  pieces,  which  they 
put  into  large  iron  or  copper  kettles,  placed  over  a moderate 
lire.  To  thefe  kettles  they  adapt  earthen  heads,  of  a coni- 
cal lhape,  with  a riling  hollow  neck,  in  which  the  camphor  is 
received  as  it  rifes.  When  the  procefs  is  over,  they  knead 
this  matter  with  their  hands  into  cakes,  which  are  what  we 
call  rough  camphor.  Thefe  cakes  incline  to  a brown  or 
grey  colour,  and  are  compofed  of  fmall  grains,  mixed  with 
fome  impure  matter  : they  are  not  very  heavy  nor  very 
compact,  but  eafily  crumble  to  pieces.  If  thefe  cakes  be 
tolerably  pure,  they  will,  when  fet  on  lire,  burn  away  and 
leave  but  few  alhes;  the  fewer  the  better.  The  bed  package 
is  an  iron-bound  calk,  lined  with  tutanag,  to  prevent  eva- 
poration. Into  this  the  camphor  Ihould  be  clofely  prefled. 

. This 

* Ravnall’s  Hiftory  of  the  European  Settlements  in  the  Ea ft  and  Weft 
Indies,  translated  by  Juftamond, 
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This  crude  camphor  the  Dutch  purify  by  pulverifatioa 
and  farther  fublimation,  when  it  receives  the  appellation  of 
refined  camphor  : it  is  in  hollow,  round,  thin,  cakes,  of  the 
fame  form  with  the  head  of  the  veffel  they  were  fublimed  in. 
Thefe  cakes  are  compofed  of  a delicate  pure  refin,  perfectly 
clean  and  white,  very  bright  and  pellucid,  moderately  com- 
paft  in  texture,  fomewhat  fat  to  the  touch,  fattening  and 
growing  tough  under  the  teeth.  This  refined  camphor  has 
a fmell  and  tafte  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  rough,  but  more 
acrid.  A fmall  piece  of  it  will  inflame  the  whole  mouth,  on 
chewing,  and  imprefs  a fenfe  of  coldnefs  at  the  fame  time. 
When  pure,  it  is  more  volatile  than  any  other  of  the  vegeta- 
ble refins;  infomuch  that  it  will  fly  off  wholly,  by  degrees, 
if  expofed  to  the  air.  When  fet  on-fire,  it  burns  quite  away, 
without  leaving  any  refiduum.  The  duties  and  charges  ren- 
der it  unprofitable  to  bring  any  refined  camphor,  the  unre- 
fined being  eafily  purified. 


CANDERROS. 

This  is  the  name  given  to  an  Eaft-Indian  gum  not  much 
known  among  us,  though  fomctimes  imported.  It  is  a pel- 
lucid white  fubftance  which  bears  a good  polilh,  and  has 
been  turned  into  various  kinds  of  light  toys.  Garcias  and 
fome  other  authors  tell  us  that  the  people  of  Borneo,  and  fome 
other  places,  where  camphor  is  produced,  have  the  art  of 
adulterating  crude  camphor  with  confiderable  quantities  of 
this  gum,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  canzuri  or  kaw- 
zuri,  as  well  as  by  the  preceding. 


CAR- 


( 24  ) 

CARDAMOMUM, 

Or  cardamum.  There  are  three  forts  of  cardamoms,  the 
large  ft,  the  middle-fized,  and  the  fmalleft.  Of  thefe  the  two 
latter  forts  only  come  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  firft  being 
the  common  feed  of  paradife,  which  comes  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  is  externally  like  the  others,  but  particularly 
diftingui/hable  by  its  hot  peppery  tafte.  The  fecond  fort 
grows  in  the  kingdom  of  Java:  the  pods  are  long,  rather 
triangular  than  round,  full  of  cornered,  reddi/h-brown,  hot, 
aromatic,  grains.  The  third  fort  (which  is  that  commonly 
in  ufe)  is  gathered  in  the  kingdom  of  Cananor,  in  the  Mala- 
bar country.  The  pods,  which  grow  on  fhort  ftalks,  are 
triangular,  tough,  of  a light-grey  colour,  a little  ftriped,  con- 
taining feveral  angular,  brown,  fmall,  grains,  of  a hot,  /pic  y, 
aromatic,  tafte,  and  pleafant  fmell. 

Cardamoms  /hould  be  chofen  full,  clofe,  and  difficult  to  be 
broken  : thofe,  which  have  not  thefe  properties,  are  ftale  and 
decayed.  They  /hould  alfo  have  a piercing  fmell,  with  an 
acrid  bitterifh  tafte,  and  /hould  be  well-dried,  found,  and 
large.  The  beft  package  is  a ftrong  found  cheft,  properly 
fecured  from  damp,  the  leaft  greatly  reducing  their  value, 


CARPO-BALSAMUM 
Is  the  fruit  of  the  tree  producing  the  balfim  of  Mecca. 
This  fruit  is  an  oblong  berry,  about  the  fize  of  a pea,  with  a 
brown  wrinkled  rind,  marked,  from  top  to  bottom,  with 
four  ribs,  and  of  an  agreeable  tafte  and  fmell.  The  only  ufe 
the  Europeans  make  of  it  is  in  the  Venice  treacle  and  mithri- 
datc ; and  this  is  not  a great  deal,  as  cubebs  or  juniper- 
berries  ars  generally  fubftituted. 

CAS- 
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CASCARILLA, 

Or  Indian  bark.  This  bark  confifts  of  acolle&ion  of  lit- 
tle tubes  or  pipes,  and  is  in  fmall  bits,  of  the  thicknefs  of 
cinnamon,  of  the  colour  of  rufty  iron,  of  an  acrid,  aromatic, 
and  bitter,  tafte,  and  of  a fweet  and  pleafant  fmell,  efpeci- 
ally  when  it  is  burnt.  It  generally  wants  its  outer  rind, 
which  is  rough  and  of  an  a(h  colour.  The  moft  valuable  is 
what  is  thick,  fat,  fcented,  fmooth,  and  without  the  leaft 
afperities. 


CASSIA  BUDS 

Are  brought  chiefly  from  China,  and  are  faid  to  be  the 
berry  ol  the  cailia-tree.  1 hey  bear  fome  refemblance  to  a 
clove,  but  are  fmaller,  and,  when  frelh,  poflefs  a fine,  rich, 
cinnamon,  flavour.  They  are  to  be  chofen  found,  frelh, 
and  free  from  ftalks  and  dirt. 


CASSIA  FISTULA 
Is  the  fruit  of  a tree  that  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  Egypt 
and  fome  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  from  thence  has  been 
introduced  into  America.  It  is  a long  (lender  pod,  of  about 
an  inch  in  diameter,  and  from  one  foot  to  two  feet  in  length. 
Externally  it  is  of  a dark  brown  colour,  fomewhat  wrinkled, 
with  a large  fe am  sunning  the  whole  length  upon  one  fide, 
and  another,  lefs  vifible,  on  the  other  fide.  It  is  yellowi/h 
within,  divided,  by  woody  partitions,  into  a number  of  lit- 
tle cells,  containing  hard,  flattifli,  oval,  feeds,  inclofed  in 
a foft  black  pulp.  This  pulp  has  a fweetilh  tafte,  followed 
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by  more  or  lefs  of  an  ungrateful  kind  of  acrimony.  The  o- 
riental  caffia  has  a more  agreeable  fvveetnefs  and  lefs  acrimo- 
ny than  the  American,  to  which  it  is  preferred  on  that  ac- 
count. The  eye  may  diftinguifh  them  from  each  other  ; 
the  oriental  pods  being  fmoother,  fmaller,  having  a thinner 
rind,  with  a pulp  of  a deeper  Ihining  black  colour,  than  the 
American. 

The  Egyptian,  or  oriental,  cafiia  is  to  be  chofen  in  full 
and  frefh  pods,  heavy,  and  not  rattling  when  fhaken ; when 
broken,  the  pulp,  which  is  the  medicinal  part,  fhould  be 
of  a Ihining  black  colour,  fweet  and  agreeable,  with  little 
or  no  roughnefs  or  acerbity  ; which  acerbity  and  roughnefs 
are  too  predominant  when  the  pods  have  been  gathered  un- 
ripe; neither  Ihould  it  be  mouldy  or  dry,  which  is  the  cafe 
when  it  has  been  long  kept. 

« * t 

CASSIA  LIGNEA 

Is  the  bark  of  a tree  growing  in  the  illand  of  Ceylon,  and 
much  refembling  cinnamon,  in  appearance,  fmell,  and 
tafle.  It  is  brought  to  us  in  a kind  of  tubes,  into  which  it 
naturally  rolls  itfelf  up  in  drying.  Thefe  are  fometimes  of 
the  thicknefs  of  the  ordinary  tubes  of  cinnamon,  and  of  the 
fame  length  ; but  ufually  they  are  fhorter  and  thicker,  and 
the  bark  itfelf  alfo  thicker  and  coarfer.  It  is  of  a tolerably 
fmooth  furface  and  brownilh  colour,  with  fome  call  of  red, 
but  much  lefs  fo  than  cinnamon.  It  is  of  a lefs  fibrous  texture 
and  more  brittle,  of  an  aromatic  fmell  and  tafte,  truly  of 
the  cinnamon  kind,  but  the  fmell  weaker,  and  the  talle 
much  lefs  acrid  and  biting.  It  is  diftinguifhed  from  cinna- 
mon by  this  want  of  pungency,  and  yet  more  by  its  being 
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of  a mucilaginous  or  gelatinous  quality,  when  taken  into  the 
mouth  and  held  there  fome  time.  There  is  fome  that  in- 
clines to  a yellow,  and  fome  to  a brown,  colour,  but  thefe 
varieties  depend  on  accidents  that  do  not  at  all  affedt  its  va- 
lue. It  is  to  be  chofen  in  thin  pieces,  of  an  agreeable,  bi- 
ting, and  aromatic,  tafte  ; and  the  beft  is  that  which  ap- 
proaches neareft  to  cinnamon  in  flavour. 

This  bark,  when  good  and  frelh,  diflolves  in  the  mouth, 
on  chewing,  into  a kind  of  flime;  powdered  and  boiled  in 
water,  it  renders  a confiderable  quantity  of  the  fluid  fo  thick 
and  glutinous  as  to  become  of  the  confidence  of  a jelly,  on 
cooling. 

The  tree  which  produces  the  caflia  lignea  is  a different 
fpecies  of  the  fame  genus  with  the  cinnamon  tree.  It  is  fe- 
parated  from  the  branches  of  this  tree  in  the  fame  manner 
as  cinnamon.  They  take  off  the  two  barks  together  in  au- 
tumn or  fpring,  and,  feparating  the  rough  outer  one,  which 
is  of  no  value,  they  lay  the  inner  bark  to  dry,  which  rolls 
up,  and  becomes  what  we  call  caflia  lignea. 


CASSUMUNIAR 

Is  a moderately  large  root  of  a plant  growing  in  the  Eafi- 
Jndies,  which  we  ufually  meet  with  cut  into  irregular  flices, 
of  various  forms,  for  the  fake  of  drying.  The  root  is  of  a 
tuberous  and  irregular  fhape,  bent  and  jointed  or  knotted. 
Its  furface  is  fomewhat  wrinkled,  and  its  cortical  part  is 
marked,  at  certain  diflances,  with  a fort  of  circles  or  ring's, 
fomewhat  prominent,  which  furround  it.  It  is  of  a clofe  tex- 
ture, very  hard  and  heavy.  It  will  not  cut  freely  with  a 
knife,  nor  eafily  powder  in  a mortar.  When  cut,  it  fltews 
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a fmooth  fliining  furface,  of  a dirty  greyifh  white,  with  an 
unequal  admixture  of  yellow.  It  is  of  a brifk  aromatic  fmell, 
fomewhat  refembling  ginger,  and  of  a pungent  bitteriAi 
tafte.  It  is  to  be  chofen  in  large  firm  pieces,  as  plump  as 
can  be,  of  the  moft  fragrant  fmell,  and  of  an  acrid  tafte. 
It  is  hardly  liable  to  any  adulteration,  except  that  of  put- 
ting pieces  of  the  long  zedoary  among  it,  and  this  is  eafily 
difcovered  by  the  Aze  and  figure  of  the  latter,  (which  fcarcely 
ever  exceeds  an  inch  in  diameter,  frequently  lefs,)  and  by 
its  internal  white  colour  when  broken. 


CATECHU, 

Very  improperly  called  terra  Japonica,  or  Japan  earth, 
is  the  infpiffated  juice  of  the  Eaft-Indian  tree  of  the  palm 
kind.  We  meet  with  this  fublfance  in  irregular  flat  cakes, 
fhewing  a fmooth,  brown,  fhining,  furface,  on  breaking, 
in  the  belt  fpecimens,  and  being  frequently  mixed  with  fand 
and  other  impurities  to  the  quantity  of  an  eighth  part.  There 
is  a finer  kind,  rarely  to  be  met  with,  compofed  of  fine  thin 
flakes,  lying  regularly  over  each  other,  and  quite  pure. 
This  drug  is  known  by  feveral  names  in  India,  khaath, 
cate,  catechu,  caetchu,  tsfc.  It  is  prepared  from  the  de- 
coftions  and  juices  of  different  aftringent  trees,  but  the  moil: 
efteemed  is  that  prepared  from  the  areca,  which  fort  is  chew- 
ed with  betel  and  chunam.  Catechu  has  little  or  no  fmell, 
and  a fweeter  ailringent  tafte  than  moft  fubftances  of  that 
clafs.  The  finer  kind  readily  melts  in  the  mouth,  the  coar- 
fcr  more  flowly,  with  a burnt  tafte  and  gritty.  The  degree 
of  purity  this  drug  pofleffes  may  be  known  by  difi'olving  it 
in  water ; if  pcrfe&ly  pure,  it  will  be  totally  difl'olved,  ifo- 
therwife,  the  impurities  will  remain  behind.  Ca- 
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Catechu  is  dry  and  pulverable ; externally,  of  a reddifh 
colour ; internally,  of  a fhining  dark  brown  with  a flight  cad 
of  red.  The  deepeft-coloured,  heavieft,  and  mod  compact, 
is  accounted  the  belt. 


CAYELAC, 

A fweet-fcented  wood  which  grows  in  the  kingdom  of 
Siam.  The  Siamefe  and  Chinefe  burn  it  in  their  temples. 
It  is  a part  of  the  commodities  exported  from  Siam  to  China. 


C E D R I A, 

A refinous  liquor,  iffuing  from  the  great  cedar- tree,  or 
cedar  of  Lebanon.  When  good,  cedria  yields  a flrong  fm ell, 
is  tranfparent,  of  a thick  fat  confidence,  fo  that,  in  pouring 
out,  it  does  not  fall  too  fall  or  freely,  but  equally,  drop  by 
drop.  The  cedria  is  properly  the  tear  of  the  cedar:  fome 
call  it  the  gum,  and  others  the  pitch,  of  the  cedar.  The 
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fame  denomination  is  alfo  given  to  the  cedelason,  or  oil  of 
cedar,  which  differs  little  from  the  refin,  except  that  it  is  of 
a thinner  confidence. 


CHINA-ROOT 

Is  produced  both  in  the  Eaft  and  Wed  Indies ; but  the 
qualities  of  the  former  are  more  powerful  than  thofe  of  the 
latter.  It  is  an  oblong,  thick,  jointed,  root,  full  of  irregu- 
lar knobs,  of  a reddifh  brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  of  a 
pale  red  within.  The  Oriental  root  is  confidcrably  paler  and 
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harder  than  the  Weft-Indian  : when  cut,  it  exhibits  a clofe, 
fmooth,  gloffy,  furface.  It  lhould  be  chofen  large,  found, 
heavy,  frefh,  of  a pale  red  colour  internally.  While  new, 
it  will  fnap  Ihort  and  look  glittering  within  j if  old,  the  dull 
flies  from  it  when  broken,  and  it  is  light  and  kecky.  It  is 
of  no  value  if  the  worm  be  in  it. 


CINNABAR, 

A ponderous,  red,  fulphureous,  ore  of  mercury,  produced 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  Spain,  Hungary,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world.  It  comes  from  the  Eaft  in  pieces  of  an  irregular  fize 
with  a fmooth  outfide.  It  is  of  an  elegant  deep-red  colour, 
both  externally  and  internally,  which  is  much  improved  by 
grinding  the  lumps  to  powder.  The  heavieft  cinnabar 
fhould  be  chofen,  free  from  earthy  or  ftony  matter,  and  fuch 
as  will  leave  a beautiful  red  ou  white  paper. 


CINNAMON. 

The  cinnamon  of  our  (hops  is  a thin  bark,  rolled  up  into 
fmall  pipes,  from  the  thicknefs  of  a goofe-quill  to  that  of  a 
man’s  thumb,  and  of  various  lengths.  The  bark  itfelf  is 
alfo  of  different  degrees  of  thicknefs  ; but  commonly  about 
as  thick  as  a (hilling.  Its  furface  is  tolerably  fmooth,  but 
not  gloffy  : its  texture  is  fibrous  and  moderately  firm  : it 
eafily  breaks,  and  is  not  heavy.  Its  colour  is  brown  with  a 
mixture  of  red : it  is  of  an  extremely  fragrant  aromatic  fmell, 
and  of  a pungent  but  very  agreeable  take.  That  which  is 
fmall  is  generally  reckoned  preferable  to  the  larger  kind, 
and  the  long  pipes  are  ekeemcd  more  valuable  than  the 
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Ihort : fuch  as  are  very  thick  and  cracked  on  the  outftde  are 
feldom  good.  The  Dutch  having  monopolized  this  article, 
together  with  mace,  cloves,  and  nutmegs,  it  is  hazardous  to 
purchafe  them  in  India. 

The  greateft  deceits,  prattifed  in  the  fale  of  cinnamon, 
are,  felling  fuch  as  has,  by  diftillation,  loft  its  eflential  oil, 
and  fubftituting  caflia  lignea  for  cinnamon.  The  firft  of 
thefe  deceptions  is  difcovered  by  want  of  pungency  in  the 
cinnamon  ; the  fecond,  by  the  caflia’s  becoming  mucilagi- 
nous, when  held  a little  time  in  the  mouth,  which  the  true 
cinnamon  never  does.  When  the  pipes,  which  have  been 
diverted  of  their  fragrant  oil  by  diftillation,  are  laid  for  fome 
time  among  good  cinnamon,  they  re-aflume  their  virtues, 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  are  loft  by  the  good  cinnamon  in 
proportion  as  they  are  imparted  to  the  bad  ; fo  that  the  one 
cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  without  examining 
every  pipe.  But,  as  this  would  be  an  immenfe  labour,  the 
purchafer  ihould  be  careful  that  the  perfon  with  whom  he 
deals  be  thoroughly  honeft. 

Our  cinnamon  is  the  interior  or  fecond  bark  of  the  tree 
which  produces  it : the  people  who  collect  it  take  off  the  two 
barks  together,  and,  immediately  feparating  the  outer  one, 
(which  is  rough,  and  has  little  fragrance,)  they  lay  the  other 
to  dry  in  the  (hade,  in  an  airy  place,  where  it  rolls  itfelf  up 
in  a tubular  form. 


CIVET, 

A foft,  unftuous,  odoriferous,  fubftance,  nearly  the  confif- 
tence  of  honey  or  butter,  produced  in  a bag  growing  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  belly  of  an  animal  ufually  called  a 
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civet-cat,  but  properly  of  the  wolf  or  fox  kind.  The  fineft 
fort  is  of  a pure,  lively,  whitilh,  colour,  of  a very  fragrant 
fmell,  and  an  unttuous  rather  /harp  tafte.  It  grows  yellow 
on  the  lurface,  and  becomes  lefs  valuable,  by  keeping,  as  it 
lofts  much  of  its  volatility.  It  comes  principally  from  the 
Brafils,  fome  comes  from  Guinea,  and  a blackilh  fort  from 
the  Eaft  Indies,  which  is  the  leafl  valuable  of  any. 


CLOVES 

Are  the  produce  of  a tree  that  grows  in  the  Molucca 
iflands,  and  refembles  the  laurel.  The  extremities  of  its 
numerous  branches  are  loaden  with  a prodigious  quantity  of 
flowers,  which  change  from  white  to  green,  and  finally 
grow  red  and  hard  ; in  which  flate  they  are  denominated 
cloves.  When  gathered,  the  clove  becomes  of  a deep  brown, 
afluming  a dark  yellowifh  call  as  it  dries.  To  gather  the 
cloves,  the  boughs  of  the  tree  are  ftrongly  fhaken,  or  they  are 
beaten  down,  with  long  reeds,  into  large  cloths  fpread  to 
receive  them.  They  are  afterwards  either  dried  in  the  fun 
or  in  the  fmoke  of  the  bamboo-cane.  The  ungathered 
cloves,  that  efcape  notice  or  are  purpofely  left,  continue 
growing  till  they  are  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  when  they 
are  called  mother-cloves,  and,  falling  off,  produce  new 
plants,  which  do  not  bear  in  lefs  than  eight  or  nine  years. 
The  Dutch  preferve  thefe,  while  frefh,  by  way  of  a fweet- 
meat.  This  article,  like  cinnamon,  being  a monopoly,  falls 
under  the  like  obfervations.  See  cinnamon. 

To  be  in  perfection,  the  clove  mult  be  full-fized,  heavy, 
oily,  and  eafily  broken,  of  a fine  fmell  and  a hot  aromatic 
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tafie,  fo  as  almoft  to  burn  the  throat.  The  colour  fhould  be 
very  dark;  and,  when  handled,  it  fhould  leave  an  oily  moif- 
ture  upon  the  fingers.  While  frefh,  the  clove  affords  a very 
fragrant,  thick,  reddifh,  oil,  upon  fimple  preffure. 

The  Dutch  often  diflil  parcels  of  cloves  to  the  lofs  of  near 
half  their  fubflance : they  then  dry  and  mix  them  among 
thofe  that  are  frefh,  from  which  the  impoverifhed  ones  ex- 
tract part  of  the  virtue.  By  this  mixture  the  purchafer  is 
more  readily  deceived  : but,  when  the  cloves  are  examined, 
thofe,  which  have  once  loft  their  virtue,  always  continue  not 
only  weaker  than  the  reft  but  of  a much  paler  colour : and, 
whenever  they  look  fhrivelled,  having  loft  the  knob  on  their 
top,  and  are  light  and  pulverable,  it  affords  good  reafon  to 
fufpedt  that  this  has  been  the  cafe.  The  Dutch  fell  them  by 
weight ; and,  knowing  they  become  confiderably  heavier  by 
imbibing  water,  a very  unfair  advantage  is  made  of  it. 

When  a quantity  of  cloves  is  ordered,  the  bags  are  hung 
over  a veffel  of  water  a certain  time,  and  an  addition  of  fe- 
veral  pounds  weight  is  thus  made.  In  the  fpice-iflands,  a 
bag  of  cloves,  in  one  night’s  time,  will  attract  fo  much 
moifture  that  it  may  eafily  be  fqueezed  out. 


COCULUS  INDICUS, 

Indian  berry,  is  a fmall  kidney-fhaped  berry,  having  a 
wrinkled  outfide,  with  a feam  running  along  the  back.  It 
is  of  a bitter  tafte,  light,  and  of  a brown  colour  on  the  fur- 
face.  It  is  the  produce  of  a tree  bearing  heart-fhaped  leaves 
and  bunches  of  white  flowers,  which  are  fucceeded  by  thefe 
berries.  They  grow  in  Malabar,  and  are  generally  brought 
from  Bombay.  They  fnould  be  found,  dry,  and  clean. 
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COFFEE 

Is  the  produce  of  a low  tree,  common  in  Arabia  Felix. 
The  main  Item  grows  upright,  and  is  covered  with  a light- 
brown  bark  : the  branches  are  produced  horizontally  and 
oppofite,  croffing  each  other  at  every  joint,  and  forming  a 
pyramidical  appearance.  The  leaves  alfo  (land  oppofne  : 
when  full-grown,  they  are  about  live  inches  long,  and  two 
inches  broad  in  the  middle,  decreafing  toward  each  end. 
The  white  flowers,  produced  at  the  bafe  of  the  leaves,  are 
fucceeded  by  green  oval  berries,  which  change  from  that  co- 
lour to  red  and  black.  Thefe  berries  contain  two  feeds  each, 
flat  and  furrowed  on  one  fide,  and  convex  on  the  other, 
and  are  not  to  be  gathered  till  they  will  fall  from  the  tree 
with  lhaking.  When  gathered,  they  are  to  be  carefully 
dried.  The  bell  coffee  is  in  fmall  berries,  of  a pale  green 
lhade,  which  Ihould  be  uncorrupted  by  moillure  or  mouldi- 
nefs.  In  the  package  and  carriage  of  this  commodity,  it 
Ihould  be  carefully  preferved  in  a ftate  of  drinefs. 


COLOCYNTHIS, 

Or  coloquintida,  is  the  dried  pulpy  fubftance  of  a fpecies 
of  gourd,  growing  near  Aleppo.  It  is  foft  and  eafily  cut. 
The  little  fmell  it  has  is  difagreeable  ; and  its  tafte  is  nau- 
feous,  acrid,  and  extremely  bitter.  Colocynth  is  to  be 
chofen  dry,  light,  tough,  of  a good  bright  colour,  and  not 
dully.  It  is  not  much  in  ufe. 
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COLUBRINUM  LIGNUM, 
Snake-wood,  or  fnake-root,  is  a woody  part  of  the  tree 
that  produces  the  nux-vomica.  It  is  a heavy  clofe  fub- 
ftance,  covered  with  an  iron-coloured  bark,  of  a yellow 
colour  internally  with  whitilh  ftreaks.  In  rafping  or  fcra- 
ping,  this  wood  emits  a faint,  but  not  difagreeable,  fmell  ; 
when  chewed  for  fome  time,  it  difcovers  a very  bitter  tafte. 
It  fhould  be  chofen  in  ponderous  found  pieces,  about  a foot 
and  a half  long,  free  from  worms  and  dull. 


C O N E S S I, 

The  bark  of  a fmall  tree,  growing  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft  and  in  the  illand  of  Ceylon.  It  is  of  a blackifh  colour 
on  the  outfide,  covered  mo.e  or  lefs  with  a white  mofs  or 
fcurf,  and  of  a tafte  gratefully  auftereand  bitter.  The  bark 
of  the  fmall  young  branches,  which  has  the  lead:  mofs  or 
fcurf,  is  preferred.  It  has  but  lately  been  brought  into 
Europe,  and  is  little  known  in  the  fhops. 

The  following  obfervations,  among  others  on  the  fubjedl, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Eftays,  in  a let- 
ter to  Mr.  Monro. 

“ The  tree,  of  which  I gave  you  fome  of  the  bark,  as  a 
“ fpecific  in  diarrhoeas,  grows  on  the  Coromandel  coaft, 
“ and  is  called  coneffi.  The  coneffi-feca,  or  conefli-bark 
“ of  the  fmall  young  branches  of  the  tree,  which  has  lcaft 
“ mofs  or  external  inftpid  fcurf  on  it,  is  to  be  chofen,  and 
“ all  that  fcurf  is  to  be  fcraped  off.” 
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C O S T U S, 

A root  about  an  inch  in  circumference,  brought  from  the 
Eaft-Indies,  of  a pale,  greyifh,  or  whitifh,  colour,  on  the 
out  fide,  and  yellow  within.  An  Arabian,  a bitter,  and  a 
fweer,  coitus  were  formerly  diitinguiihed ; at  prefent  we  are 
acquainted  with  this  one  only,  which  is  not  much  in  ufe. 
This  root  has  an  agreeable  violet  fmell,  and  a warm  bitteriih 
taile,  both  of  which  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  brittle  corti- 
cal part,  the  internal,  tough,  woody,  matter  having  little 
of  either.  The  roots  fliould  be  chofen  fine,  fair,  heavy, 
found,  and  clean. 


C U B E B JE, 

Cubebs,  are  the  produce  of  a tree  growing  in  the  ifland 
of  Java.  The  cubeb  is  a frnall  dried  fruit  like  a pepper- 
corn, but  generally  fomewhat  longer.  It  is  of  a greyifh 
brown  colour,  and  compofed  of  a wrinkled  external  cover- 
ing, inclofing  a Angle  feed,  blackifh  on  the  furface  and  wnite- 
within.  The  cubebs  are  a warm  fpice,  of  a pleafant  aroma- 
tic fmell,  and  of  a hot  pungent  tafte,  weaker  than  that  of 
pepper,  but  of  the  fame  kind.  Its  acrimony  remains  long 
on  the  tongue,  and  brings  forth  a confiderable  quantity  of 
faliva.  We  fometimes  meet  with  this  article  in  an  unripe 
ftate,  when  it  is  very  frnall,  the  covering  much  wrinkled, 
and  the  inclofed  feed  of  a fofter  kind  than  when  ripe.  Cu- 
bebs arc  to  be  chofen  large,  frelh,  found,  and  the  heavieft 
that  can  be  procured. 
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CURCUMA, 

Or  Turmeric,  a fmall  root,  of  an  oblong  figure,  ufually 
met  with  in  pieces  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  or  two  in 
length,  and  about  an  inch  in  circumference.  Its  furface  is 
uneven  and  knotty,  and  the  longer  pieces  are  feldom  ftrait. 
It  is  not  eafily  cut  through  with  a knife,  heavy,  hard  to 
break,  and  of  a glofiy  fmooth  furface  when  it  is  cut  through. 
Its  external  colour  is  a whitifh  pale  grey,  with  a faint  yel- 
lowilh  tinge  ; internally,  when  broken,  it  is  a fine,  bright, 
pale,  unmixed,  yellow,  when  the  root  is  frefh  ; by  keeping, 
it  becomes  reddilh,  and  at  length  is  much  like  faffron  in  the 
cake.  It  fpeedily  gives  a fine  yellow  tinge  to  water,  and  the 
fame  colour  to  the  fpittle  when  chewed.  It  is  eafily  powder- 
ed in  the  mortar,  and,  according  to  its  age,  makes  either 
a yellow,  an  orange-coloured,  or  a reddilh^,  powder.  It 
has  a kind  cf  aromatic  ginger-like  fmell,  and  a warm,  bit- 
terifh,  difagreeable,  tafte.  The  curcuma-roots  lhould  be 
frelh,  thick,  heavy,  and  hard  to  be  broken. 

This  root  is  produced  in  China  and  Bengal:  the  former 
fort  is  molt  valuable.  Calks  are  preferable  to  bags  for  pack- 
ing it,  the  leaft  damp  rendering  it  ufelefs. 


CYPERUS  ROTUND  US, 

Round  cyperus,  confilts  of  feveral  roundilh  roots,  about 
the  fize  and  fhape  of  an  olive,  conne&ed  by  fibres  ; rough 
and  rufty-coloured  on  the  outfide,  whitilh  or  yellowifh  with- 
in. It  has  a pleafant  aromatic  fmell,  and  a warm  bitterilh 
tafte.  The  roots  lhould  be  frefh,  found,  and  clean. 
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DATES 

Are  a fruit  fomewhatof  the  lhape  of  an  acorn,  from  two 
inches  to  lefs  than  an  inch  in  length.  They  are  compofed 
of  a thin,  light,  and  glofly,  membrane,  fomewhat  pellucid 
and  yellowilli,  which  contains  a fine,  foft,  and  pulpy,  fruit, 
that  is  firm,  fweet,  and  rather  vinous,  to  the  tafte  ; within 
this  is  inclofed  a folid,  tough,  hard,  kernel,  of  a pale  grey 
colour,  on  the  outfide,  and,  within,  finely  marbled  like  a 
nutmeg. 

This  fruit  Ihould  be  chofen  large,  full,  frelh,  yellow  on 
the  furface,  foft,  and  not  too  much  wrinkled  ; their  tafte 
Ihould  be  vinous,  and  they  fliould  not  rattle  when  (haken. 


DRAG  O N’s-B  L O O D, 

Sanguis  draconis,  a refin  obtained  from  a kind  of  palm- 
‘ tree,  growing  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  It  is  either  in  oval  drops, 
wrapped  up  in  flag-leaves,  or  in  large,  and  generally  more 
impure,  mafl'es,  compofed  of  fmaller  tears.  It  is,  exter- 
ternally  and  internally,  of  a deep  dulky  red  colour,  and, 
when  powdered,  it  Ihould  become  of  a bright  crimlon,  but, 
if  it  be  black,  it  is  worth  little.  It  eafily  melts  over  the  fire, 
and  is  inflammable,  diffufing  a Angular  and  not  difagreeable 
fmell.  When  broken  and  held  up  againft  a ftrong  light,  it 
is  fomewhat  tranfparent.  It  has  little  or  no  fmell  or  tafte, 
what  it  has  of  the  latter  is  refinous  and  allringent.  The 
dragon’s-blood  in  drops  is  much  preferable  to  that  in  cakes, 
which  latter  is  more  friable,  lefs  compadl,  refinous,  and 
pure,  than  the  former.  Several  artificial  compofitions,  co- 
loured with  true  dragon’s-blood  or  other  materials,  have 
been  put  off  inftead  of  this  article  : lome  of  thefe  difl'olve  like 
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gums  in  water,  and  others  crackle  in  the  fire  without  pro- 
ving inflammable;  whereas  the  genuine  dragon’s-blood  rea- 
dily melts  and  catches  flame,  and  is  fcarcely  adled  on  by  wa- 
tery liquors.  It  is  moll:  prudent  to  purchafe  only  the  drops, 
rejecting  the  impure  mafles. 


D U R I O, 

Or  durion,  the  name  of  a fruit  much  efteemed  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  melon,  of  a conic 
Ihape,  and  covered  with  a thorny  coat.  When  thouroughly 
ripe,  the  fruit  opens  at  the  extremity  into  five  parts,  and, 
the  openings  running  by  degrees  up  to  the  top,  the  inner 
fubftance,  or  pulp,  is  difcovered.  This  is  of  a whitilh  co- 
lour, and  of  a very  agreeable  flavour,  which  may  not  unapt- 
ly be  compared  to  that  of  cream  and  fugar,  but  it  is  of  a 
more  firm  confiftence.  This  fruit  contains,  in  every  com- 
partment, five  large  feeds,  perfettly  refembling  the  common 
chefnut,  but  that  they  have  no  other  covering  than  their 
own  Ikin. 

The  fruit,  to  thofe  who  never  tailed  it,  fmells  difagreea- 
bly  ; but,  after  it  has  been  once  eaten,  recommends  itfelf 
before  all  other  food  both  for  fmell  and  favour  : and  is  in 
fuch  high  elleem  with  thofe  who  indulge  their  appetites, 
that  they  believe  it  impoflible  for  any  perfon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  it.  It  is  exceedingly  plentiful  and  cheap  in  Malacca 
in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Augufl  ; in  the  other 
months  its  price  rifes. 

It  is  faid  there  is  a furpriling  antipathy  between  this  fruit 
and  the  betel  ; it  being  fo  great,  that,  if  you  carry  a few 
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leaves  of  betel  into  a place  where  the  durio  is  kept,  it  will 
all  become  rotten  : and,  if  any  one  Ihould  have  his  ftomach 
difordered,  by  eating  immoderately  of  the  durio,  he  will 
quickly  be  relieved  by  applying  a betel-leaf  thereto.  Or, 
if  fome  leaves  of  betel  be  fwallowed,  after  eating  the  durio, 
no  injury  will  be  fuftained.  This  is  not  well-authenticated. 


EBONY 

Is  plentifully  produced  in  Cochin-China.  If  it  be  found, 
black,  heavy,  and  without  white  wood,  it  will  be  fufficiently 
ufeful  for  moll  purpof'es. 


ELEMI 

Is  the  concrete  refinous  juice  flowing  from  a tree  of  the 
olive-kind,  and  is  the  produce  of  the  Eaft  and  Well  Indies. 
The  Eail- Indian  elemi  is  ufually  in  oblong  cakes,  and  gene- 
rally wrapt  up  in  flag-leaves.  The  bell  fort  is  foft ; but,  by 
long  keeping,  the  furface  will  harden.  It  is  femi-tranfpa- 
rent,  and  of  a pale  yellow  colour,  a little  inclining  to  green. 
Its  fmell  is  flrong  though  tolerably  pleafant,  and  its  talle  is 
flightly  bitter.  It  is  very  inflammable,  and  readily  dilfolves 
in  oil  over  the  fire. 


EUPHORBIUM, 

The  concrete  refinous  juice  of  a prickly  Ihrub,  of  the 
fame  name,  produced  in  Africa  and  on  the  Malabar  coalt. 

Euphorbium 
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Euphorbium  is  in  drops,  or  tears,  of  ah  irregular  form,  fome 
of  which  are  found,  on  being  broken,  to  contain  little  thorns, 
twigs,  flowers,  and  other  vegetable  matters;  others  are  hol- 
low without  any  thing  in  the  cavity.  The  tears  are  of  a 
bright  light-yellow,  between  a ftraw  and  a gold  colour  on 
the  outfide,  and  white  within.  It  has  not  much  fmell,  bat 
its  tafte  is  violently  iharp  and  acrimonious.  It  is  to  be  cho- 
fen  dry,  clean,  and  of  a bright  colour.  Its  acrid  tafte  is  the 
great  mark  of  its  goodnefs;  and  this  ought  to  be  fuch  as  to 
inflame  the  whole  mouth  on  holding  a very  fmall  piece  there- 
in for  a fliort  fpace  of  time. 


FOLIUM  INDICUM, 

Or  malabathrum,  is  the  produce  of  a plant  common  in  Ma- 
labar. The  leaf  is  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  fmooth  and 
gloify  on  the  upper  fide,  and  lefs  fo  on  the  lower.  Its  co- 
i lour  is  a dufky-green  on  one  fide,  and  a pale-brown  on  the  o- 
ther.  It  is  furnifhed  with  three  ribs,  running  its  whole 
length,  very  protuberant  on  the  lower  fide;  and  it  has  two 
final ler  ones  near  the  edges.  Its  fmell,  while  freih,  is  aro- 
matic and  agreeable,  fomewhat  refembling  that  of  a mixture 
of  cloves  and  cinnamon  ; its  tafte  is  rather  acrid  and  bitter- 
ilh,  but  very  aromatic  : when  chewed,  it  renders  the  faliva 
flimy  and  glutinous.  The  more  aromatic  their  flavour,  and 
the  warmer  their  tafte,  the  freflier  and  better  they  are.  The 
| tree  that  produces  the  malabathrum  is  the  calfia  lignea  tree. 
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GALANGAL. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  this  root  known,  the  greater  and 
the  fmaller;  of  thefe  the  latter  only  is  efteemed  in  Europe. 

Galanga  major,  or  great  galangal.  This  is  a tougl^ 
woody  root,  of  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a half  thick,  of 
a brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  whitilh  within,  having  a 
very  thin  bark,  which  is  befet  at  about  a quarter  of  an  inch 
diftance  with  rings  or  circles.  It  is  of  a bitterifh  tafte,  and 
fomewhat  aromatic,  but  weaker  in  all  its  qualities  than  the 


Galanga  minor,  or  ftnall  galangal,  which  is  a much 
fhorter  and  fmaller  root.  We  meet  with  it  in  pieces  about  an 
inch  long,  feldom  two  inches,  and  half  an  inch  thick,  of  a 
reddilh-brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  a pale  red  within, 
being  knotty,  and  having  feveral  circular  rings,  that  hand 
out  beyond  the  reft  of  the  furface.  It  is  of  an  extremely  firm 
compatt  texture,  but  not  heavy.  It  cuts  with  difficulty, 
and  the  knife  leaves  a glofty  fmooth  appearance.  It  is  to  be 
chofen  full  and  plump,  of  a bright  colour,  very  firm  and 
found,  and  of  an  acrid,  hot,  peppery,  tafte,  leaving  a ftron* 
ger  impreffion  in  the  mouth  than  that  fpice  does. 


GALBANUM 

Is  the  produce  of  an  ever-green  plant,  frequently  found  in 
Perfia,  and  in  fome  parts  of  Africa.  When  this  plant  is  in 
the  third  or  fourth  year  of  its  growth,  it  naturally  exfudates 
drops  of  galbanum  at  the  joints:  the  natives,  to  increafe 
the  produce,  wound  the  main  ftera  at  this  time  at  a fmall 
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diftance  above  the  root ; the  juice  flows  plentifully,  and  is 
colle&ed  for  ufe. 

Galbanum  is  a gummy -refinous,  rather  un&uous,  fub- 
ftance;  fometimes  in  the  natural  drops  or  tears,  but  more 
frequently  in  mafles  compofed  of  a number  of  thefe  blended 
together.  The  drops,  when  perfett,  approach  near  to  a 
roundilh  or  oblong  figure;  but  they  commonly  lofe  their  form 
in  the  mafles : thefe  are  pale-coloured,  femi-tranfparent, 
foft,  and  tenacious.  In  the  belt  fpecimens  they  appear  com- 
pofed of  clear  whitifli  tears,  often  intermixed  with  the  ftalks 
and  feeds  of  the  plant.  When  frelh  and  new,  the  mafles  and 
tears  are  white,  and  with  age  change  to  yellow  or  brown. 

It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  obferve,  that,  when  the  tears 
can  be  procured,  they  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  mafles  or 
cakes.  Thefe  tears  Ihould  be  fattilh,  moderately  vifcous, 
and  glofly  on  the  furface.  Such  as  are  too  foft,  of  a dark- 
brown  colour,  and  mixed  with  flicks  or  other  foreign  fubftan- 
ces,  are  to  be  reje&ed.  The  bed  cakes  are  thofe  of  a light 
yellow  colour,  of  a ftrong,  piercing,  and,  to  moll  perfons, 
‘a  difagreeable,  fmell,  of  a bitterifh  warm  tafte,  not  very  hu- 
mid nor  yet  quite  dry,  being  of  a nature  between  a gum  and 
a refin,  flaming  in  the  fire,  and  with  difficulty  diflolved  in 
oil.  The  lefs  dirt,  chips,  ftalks,  or  other  impurities,  the 
better.  A mixture  of  two  parts  of  re&ified  fpirit,  and  one 
of  water,  will  beft  (hew  its  quality,  by  diflblving  all  the 
pure  galbanum,  and  leaving  the  impurities. 

When  its  foulnefs  renders  it  oflittle  value,  it  is  beft  puri- 
fied by  inclofing  it  in  a bladder,  and  keeping  it  in  boiling 
water,  till  it  melts  or  becomes  foft  enough  to  be  drained  by 
preflurc  through  a hempen  cloth.  If  this  procefs  be  flc.il fully 
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managed,  the  galbanum  lofes  but  little  of  the  eflential  oil, 
fome  of  which  is  generally  carried  off  in  evaporation. 


GAMBOGE. 

This  is  the  concrete  refinous  juice  of  certain  trees  growing 
in  Cambodia  and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies.  It  is  in 
cakes  or  rolls,  externally  of  a brownifh  yellow,  internally  of 
a deep  red  or  orange  colour.  It  has  no  fmell,  and, 
when  firft  chewed,  makes  but  little  impreflion  on  the 
tafte ; but,  after  remaining  fome  time  in  the  mouth,  difi, 
covers  a confiderable  acrimony. 

If  this  drug  be  wetted  and  rubbed  upon  the  nail,  it  gives 
a curious  bright  lemon-colour ; by  which,  and  its  appearing 
fmooth  and  clear  from  impurities,  it  is  known  to  be  good. 
The  fmall  cakes  or  rolls  are  moll  profitable  in  London. 


GINGER 

Is  plentifully  produced  in  the  Eaft  and  Well  Indies.  This 
root  fpreads  itfelf  near  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; and,  when 
arrived  at  maturity,  it  is  dug  up  and  dried  either  in  the  fun 
or  an  oven. 

Ginger  fiiould  be  chofen  new,  dry,  well-fed,  not  eafy  to 
break,  of  a light  brownilh  green  colour,  refinous  within, 
and  of  a hot  pungent  take. 


Gin* 
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Ginger,  green,  or  preferved,  will  retain  its  flavourfe- 
veral  years.  The  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  furnilh  this  commo- 
dity ; and  the  Weft-Indian  kind  is  here  preferred.  The  beft 
is  in  fmall  and  fomewhat  tranfparent  lamps,  of  a pale  yellow 
colour  : the  inferior  fort  is  more  opaque,  and  browner,  being 
fibrous,  or  ftringy,  when  broken. 


GINSENG. 

This  plant  was  formerly  thought  to  grow  no  where  but  in 
China  and  Tartary,  but  it  has  been  difcovered  in  North- 
America,  particularly  in  Canada  and  Pennfylvania,  whence 
confiderable  quantities  have  been  exported.  On  comparing 
thefe  with  the  Chinefe  fpecimens,  no  material  difference 
could  be  obferved,  in  quality  or  appearance,  except  that  the 
Chinefe,  in  general,  were  rather  paler-coloured  externally, 
and  internally  fomewhat  whiter.  It  is  afterted  that  the  Ame- 
rican roots  have  been  received  in  China  as  the  true  ginfeng, 
though  without  the  fuppofed  advantage  of  their  method  of 
preparing  it.  And  it  will  probably  render  the  importation 
of  the  coftly  Chinefe  fort  unncceftary. 

Father  Jartoux,  a Jefuit,  and  miflionary  in  China,  among 
other  obfervations  on  this  plant,  has  the  following.  The 
plant  dies  yearly  ; and  the  age  of  the  root  may  be  known 
by  the  number  of  ftalks  it  has  fliot  forth,  when  the  marks  of 
them  are  fair  and  intire  : but,  very  old  roots  not  being  much 
efteemed,  the  people  who  gather  this. commodity  have  the 
precaution  to  cut  off  fome,  or  even  all,  thefe  knobs,  before 
they  dry  the  root.  The  natives  themfelves  are  fo  nice,  in 
this  particular,  that  they  will  not  ufe  an  imperfeft  root,  nor 
»•  any 
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any  one  but  what  has  evident  marks  that  the  upper  knob  is 
the  real  head,  not  having  more  than  one  or  two  under  it. 

After  the  ginfeng  is  gathered,  it  is  wafhed  and  fcoured, 
then  dipped  in  fcalding  water,  and  prepared  by  the  follow- 
ing procefs.  A fort  of  yellow  millet  is  put  into  a veflel  with 
a little  water,  and  boiled  over  a gentle  fire  : the  roots  are 
laid  over  the  veflel  upon  fmall  tranfverfe  pieces  of  wood, 
being  firlt  covered  with  a cloth,  or  having  fome  other  veflel 
placed  over  them.  This  gives  them  the  colour  admired  by 
the  Chinefe.  When  the  roots  are  dried,  they  mull  be  kept 
dofe,  in  fome  dry  place,  otherwife  they  are  in  danger  of  cor- 
rupting, or  of  being  deftroyed  by  worms. 

Ginfeng  is  to  be  chofen  found  and  firm  : if  the  worm  be 
in  it,  the  root  is  worthlefs.  It  fhould  be  moderately  heavy, 
not  very  tough,  but  fuch  as  will  fnap  Ihort,  and  afford  an 
agreeable  fmell.  It  fhould  be  carefully  packed,  fo  as  to 
be  kept  extremely  dry.  It  would  not  be  imprudent  to  cut 
the  roots  through,  as  the  Chinefe  frequently  introduce  apiece 
of  lead  to  increafe  the  weight. 


GRAINS  of  PARADISE, 

Called,  by  fome,  greater  cardamoms,  are  angular  rufly- 
coloured  feeds,  fmaller  than  pepper,  and  apparently  refem- 
bling  cardamom-feeds,  from  which,  however,  they  differ  in 
their  properties.  Thefe  feeds  poflefs  fomewhat  of  the  car- 
damom-flavour, joined  with  the  heat  and  pungency  ofpepper, 
while  frefh  and  found. 


Gum 
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Gum  Arabic,  Gum  Elemi,  l$c.  fee  Arabic,  Ele- 

MI,  13c. 

HERMODACTYL 

Is  a Turkifh  root,  reprefenting  the  figure  of  a heart  cut  in 
two.  Its  fubftance  is  compact,  yet  readily  pulverable.  Its 
external  colour  is  a light-brown,  its  internal  white,  and  its 
fmell  and  tafte  but  little.  HermodaCtyl  Ihould  be  chofen  as 
frelh  as  poflible. 


HYPOCISTIS. 

The  infpiffated  juice  prepared  from  a certain  vegetable 
produ&ion  which,  in  the  warmer  climates,  grows  up  from 
different  kinds  of  the  ciflus,  or  rock  rofe.  Hypocillis  is  in 
confiderably  hard  and  heavy  flat  mafles,  of  a fine  fhining- 
black  colour,  (like  that  of  liquorice,)  when  frelh  broken,  and 
of  a dulkier  black  on  the  furface. 


JapanEarth,  feeCATECHU. 

INDIGO 

Is  a dyer’s  drug,  manufactured  in  the  Eaft  and  Well  In- 
dies from  a plant  called  anil.  The  colour  is  drawn  from 
this  plant  by  boiling  ; when  the  water  is  poured  off,  and 
churned  or  agitated  till  the  grain  is  formed.  The  matter 
then  fubfides;  and,  when  it  is  well  fettled,  the  water  is 
poured  off.  The  indigo  is  afterwards  put  into  Ihallow 
wooden  boxes : when  it  begins  to  harden,  it  is  cut  into  llices, 
and  left  to  dry  in  the  fun.  The  procefs  is  different  in  the 
Welt-Indies. 


The 
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The  beft  Oriental  indigo  is  faid  to  be  called  fequifle.  It 
fhould  be  in  flat  pieces,  moderately  thick  and  hard,  clean, 
inflammable,  and  not  fandy  ; light  enough  to  fwim  in  the 
water,  for,  if  it  fink,  it  is  to  be  rejedted.  The  colour  fhould 
be  a fine  blue,  internally  marked  a little  with  filvery  ftreaks, 
and  appearing  rather  red  when  rubbed  on  the  nail. 

1 ' t 
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JUJUBE, 

Jujubes,  a half-dried  fruit  of  the  plumb-kind,  produced 
in  the  Southern  parts  of  Europe  as  well  as  in  the  Eaftern 
countries.  The  latter  is  of  a blackifh  hue,  much  darker 
than  the  former,  which  is  of  a reddilh- yellow  colour.  It  is 
furnilhed  with  an  alh-coloured  cup  at  the  bottom,  from 
which  it  eafily  parts.  The  European  jujube  fuperfedes  the 
ufe  of  the  Eallern  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

r . 


JUNCUS  ODORATUS, 

Sweet-rufl),  or  camel’s  hay,  is  the  produce  of  Turkey  and 
Arabia,  whence  it  is  exported  in  bundles,  about  a foot  long, 
compofed  of  fmooth  ftalks,  that  bear  a refemblance  to  barley- 
flraws  in  fhape  and  colour.  The.  leaves  are  like  thofe  of 
wheat,  and  it  is  full  of  a fungous  pith.  Towards  the  tops 
of  the  ftalks  are  fometimes  found  fhort  woolly  fpikes  of  im- 
perfedt  flowers,  fet  in  double  rows.  The  fweet-rulh,  when 
in  perfedlion,  has  an  agreeable  fmell,  with  a warm,  fome- 
what  bitter,  but  not  unpleafant,  tafte. 


LAB- 
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LAEDANUM 

Is  a refin  of  the  fofter  kind.  Two  forts  of  it  are  diffcin- 
guifhed  : the  one  in  cakes,  or  mafies,  of  an  irregular  fize,  the 
other  in  rolls,  twilled  like  the  rolls  of  a fmall  wax  candle. 
This  drug  is  faid  to  be  collected,  in  the  heat  of  Summer,  by 
lightly  brufhing  the  fhrub  that  produces  it  with  a kind  of 
rake,  having  llraps  or  thongs  of  leather  fixed  to  it,  inftead  of 
teeth  : the  unctuous  juice  adheres  to  the  thongs,  and  is  after- 
ward fcraped  off  with  a knife.  The  mafies  of  labdanum  are 
dark-coloured,  of  the  confidence  of  a foft  plaifier,  of  a 
ftrong  but  not  difagreeable  fmell,  accompanied  with  a warm, 
aromatic,  rather  unpleafant,  take.  The  coiled  labdanum  is 
harder  than  the  preceding,  and  contains  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  fand,  amounting  (in  fome  fpecimens  that  have  been 
examined)  to  three-fourths  of  the  whole.  The  mafies  have 
not  near  fuch  a quantity  of  impurities ; fome  little  dud,  &c. 
blown  on  this  refin  while  it  remains  upon  the  Ihrub,  cannot 
be  avoided. 


L A C C A, 

Or  dick  lac,  is  a concrete  brittle  fubdance,  of  a dark- 
red  colour,  incruded  on  pieces  of  dick  : internally,  it  is 
divided  into  feveral  cells ; and  is  faid  to  be  the  refinous  juice 
of  certain  trees,  colletted  by  winged  red  infedls,  of  the  ant- 
kind,  impregnated  with  their  tinging  matter,  and  by  them 
depofited  either  on  the  branches  of  trees,  or  on  dicks  fadened 
in  the  earth  for  that  purpofe,  intended  as  a kind  of  hive  or 
receptacle  for  themfelvcs  or  the  young  infedts.  This  opinion' 
carries  a confiderable  degree  of  probability  with  it,  as  fmall 
red  bodies  have  been  frequently  obferved  in  the  cells,  which 
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appear  to  be  the  young  infetts.  Should  the  cells,  by  any 
means,  be  void  of  thefe,  the  lac  is  of  little  ufe,  as  they  prin- 
cipally afford  that  beautiful  colour  for  which  this  drug  is 
valuable. 

Stick-lac  is  to  be  chofen  of  a dark-red  colour  externally,, 
but,  when  held  up  againfl  the  light,  it  fhould  look  bright 
and  lively.  When  broken,  it  fhould  appear  in  fparkling 
diamond-like  points.  The  amber  coloured,  and  that  which 
is  yellow  or  brown,  is  to  be  rejedted.  When  chewed,  it 
fhould  impart  a vivid  crimfon  colour  to  the  fpittle.  If  this 
kind  of  lac  be  run  into  a lump,  it  is  of  little  value. 


Seed-Lac  is  the  preceding  feparated  from  the  flicks, 
which  fhould  be  large,  free  from  woody  pieces  or  other  im- 
purities, and  of  a fine  bright- red  colour,  agreeing  with  the 
description  of  flick-lac  in  its  other  qualities. 


Shell-Lac  is  made,  by  liquefadlion,  from  the  above- 
mentioned,  and  formed  into  thin  tranfparent  cakes,  which 
pofTefs  lefs  of  the  animal  tindlure  than  the  other  kinds.  It 
fhould  be  of  a clear,  tranfparent,  deep-yellow,  colour,  in- 
clining to  red:  if  fpecky,  drofly,  black,  liver-coloured, 
dull,  or  cloudy,  it  is  little  valued  in  Europe.  When  laid  on 
red-hot  iron,  fhell-lac  will  inflantly  catch  fire,  and  burn 
away  with  a ftrong  but  not  difagreeable  fmell,  if  pure  and 
clean. 


Lapis 
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, Lapis  Lazuli,  fee  Azure. 

m 

LEMNIAN  EARTH 
Is  a fat,  vifcid,  flippery,  clay,  of  a pale  red  colour.  It  is 
commonly  in  fmall  cakes,  or  lozenges,  marked  with  different 
characters.  They  counterfeit  this  earth  very  nicely  in  fome 
parts  of  the  Eaft.  That  earth  is  reckoned  the  belt  which, 
when  bruifed  between  the  fingers  or  held  in  the  mouth,  ap- 
pears moft  like  fat,  and  contains  the  leaft  fand.  Europe  is 
furnifhed  with  an  approved  fuccedaneum  in  the  French  bole. 


LIGNUM  ALOES, 

Agallochum,  orcalambac,  is  the  wood  of  a tree  defcribed 
in  the  following  manner  by  fome  refpeCtable  authors.  This 
tree  much  refembles  the  olive  ; it  grows  here  and  there  in  the 
woods,  and  is  carefully  watched.  The  trunk  is  of  three  co- 
lours, and  diftir.guilhed  by  different  names.  Immediately 
under  the  bark  it  is  black,  compact,  and  heavy,  called,  by 
the  Portuguefe,  pao  d'aquila. , eagle-wood  : the  next  wood  is 
of  a tan-colour,  light,  full  of  veins,  and  fomewhat  like  rot- 
ten-wood : the  heart  is  that  tabac,  or  calambac,  wood  fo  much 
efteemcd  in  the  Indies.  Calambac  wood  Ihould  be  chofen  of 
a fiiining  yellow  colour  and  well  veined  externally,  but  more 
inclined  to  white  within,  and  of  a highly  refinous  quality. 
It  (hould  have  a fragrant  fme  l,  with  a bitter  aromatic  talte, 
and  be  of  a fufiicient  foftnefs  to  receive  an  impreflion  from 
the  teeth  or  nails.  The  true  calambac  is  generally  in  fiat 
bits  ; and  its  goodnefs  is  eafily  tried  by  putting  a piece  in 
the  fire  : if  it  feem  to  melt,  like  wax,  and  emit  an  agreeable 
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fcent,  while  burning,  (which  fhould  continue  till  it  is  wholly 
confumed,)  the  wood  is  of  a good  quality. 

The  lignum  aloes,  or  agallochum,  known  to  the  Euro- 
pean druggifls,  is  different  from  the  calambac  abovemen- 
tioned,  though  bearing  an  external  refemblance,  it  being 
harder,  drier,  more  like  dull  in  the  mouth,  and  weaker  in  all 
its  qualities.  It  is  that  part  of  the  tree  which  enclofes  the 
calambac  and  is  next  to  the  eagle-wood.  The  nearer  it  ap- 
proaches to  the  properties  of  the  calambac  the  better  it  is. 
The  bell  fort  brought  into  Europe  has  a flightly-bitter  re- 
finous  take,  and  a light  aromatic  fmell. 


Lignum  Rhodium,  fee  Rose-Woqd. 

MACE 

Is  a thin,  flat,  membraneous,  fubilance,  of  a lively,  reddifh- 
yellow,  faffron-like,  colour,  enveloping  the  fhell  of  the  fruit 
whofe  kernel  is  the  nutmeg.  The  mace,  when  frefh,  is  of 
a blood-red  colour,  and  acquires  its  yellow  hue  in  drying  ; 
which  operation  is  performed  in  the  fun,  upon  hurdles,  fixed 
one  above  another.  This  fpice  has  a pleafant  aromatic  fmell, 
and  a warm,  bitterifh,  pungent,  tafte.  It  is  of  an  oleaginous 
nature,  abounding  with  the  fame  kind  of  oil  as  the  nutmeg, 
but  thinner,  and  in  a greater  quantity.  It  is  to  be  chofen 
frefh,  tough,  oleaginous,  of  a fragrant  fmell,  and  of  a good 
reddifh-yellow  colour.  The  flate  it  is  in,  when  packed  up, 
Ihould  be  particularly  attended  to  : if  it  be  too  dry,  it  will 
be  broken,  and  lofe  much  of  its  fragrance;  if  too  moifl,  it 
will  be  fubjedl  to  decay  and  breed  worms.  Being  a mono- 
poly, this  article  is  fubjett  to  the  fame  obfervations  as  cin- 
namon. See  cinnamon. 


MAS- 
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M A S T I C H, 

A concrete  refin,  obtained  from  the  lentiflc-tree,  by  tranf- 
verfe  incifions  made  in  the  bark  about  the  beginning  of  Au- 
guft.  It  is  in  fmall,  yellowilh-white,  tranfparent,  drops, 
of  a refinous,  and  rather  aftringent,  tafte,  with  a light  agree- 
able fmell,  efpecially  when  rubbed  or  heated.  In  chewing, 
it  firft  crumbles,  foon  after  flicks  together,  and  becomes 
fcft  and  white  like  wax.  It  is  to  be  chofen  clear,  of  a 
pale-yellow  colour,  well-fcented,  and  brittle.  Such  as 
inclines  to  black,  green,  or  is  dirty,  mult  be  rejedled. 
When  free  from  impurities,  it  totally  diflolves  in  rectified 
ipirit. 


MERCURY, 

Or  quickfilver,  is  fometimes  found  in  the  earth  in  its  flu- 
id form,  and  is  then  called  virgin  mercury  ; but,  for  the 
xnoft  part,  it  is  intimately  blended  with  fulphur,  or  other 
earthy  matters,  into  a ftate  of  ore.  The  fulphureous  ores 
are  of  a more  or  lefs  beautiful  red  colour;  the  earthy  or  flo- 
ny  ones,  grey,  yellowilh,  brown,  lead -coloured,  &c. 
The  principal  mines  are  in  Spain,  Hungary,  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Friuli  in  the  Venetian  territories.  Some  quantity 
is  alfo  brought  from  the  Eafl-Indies. 

A chemical  writer  of  fome  eminence  fays,  that  mercury 
is  fufficiently  good,  and  fit  for  moft  purpofes,  which,  when 
expofed  to  the  fire,  is  quickly  and  totally  exhaled,  fo  that 
no  part  ofit  is  left.  He  farther  obferves,  it  is  a common, 
though  falfe,  opinion,  that  good  and  genuine  mercury,  af- 
ter depuration  in  a filver  veflel,  leaves  a yellow  fpot  behind 
it ; which,  however,  is  never  readily  obferved,  unlefs  the  mer- 
cury 


cary  has  been  frequently  amalgamated  with  gold,  and  after- 
wards feparated  from  it. 

When  mercury  is  adulterated  with  lead,  bifrnuth,  or  the 
like  fubftances,  the  abufe  may  be  difcovered  by  the  addition 
of  vinegar,  which  will  acquire  a faccharine  fweetnefs  upon 
being  rubbed  or  b.oiled  with  it. 


MUSK 

Is  the  excrementitious  blood  of  a quadruped  about  the 
fize  of  a goat,  which  is  either  naturally  fecreted  and  collec- 
ted by  human  induftry,  or  contained  in  the  fmall  bag  of 
the  animal,  when  killed  at  a proper  feafon.  The  fort  moll 
efteemed  is  that  from  Tonquin  in  China.  An  inferior  fort 
is -brought  from  Agria  and  Bengal,  and  a hill  worfe  from 
Ruffia. 

Mujk  is  a dry,  light,  friable,  fubffance,  of  a dark  co- 
lour, with  a purple  tinge.  Its  talle  is  fomewhat  bitter,  and 
its  fmell  too  ftrong  to  be  agreeable  in  any  quantity.  We 
meet  with  it  in  grains,  which  feel  unduous,  fmooth,  and 
foft,  and  are  eafily  crumbled  between  the  fingers.  Thefe 
grains  are  in  a bladder,  or  {kin,  about  the  fize  of  a pigeon’s 
egg,  or  larger,  each  bladder  containing  from  two  or  three 
drachms  to  an  ounce  in  weight.  The  genuine  bags  of  mufk 
are  fo  ftrongly  fcented  as  to  offend  the  head  when  applied 
clofe  to  it.  The  cavity  containing  the  mulk  is  generally  a- 
bout  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long,  and  half  an  inch  wide. 
The  whole  external  fubftance  is  membraneous  rather  than 
fle(hy,  and  its  aperture  is  guarded  by  a fphindler-mufele : 
the  inner  membrane,  immediately  inclofing  the  mulk,  is  full  of 
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blood-veflels  all  over;  and,  towards  the  orifice  of  the  bag, 
feveral  glands  are  dirt inguifhable  in  it,  ferving  for  the  fecre- 
tion  of  this  perfume. 

This  drug  fhould  be  chofen  of  a very  ftrong  fcent,  in  the 
dry  and  found  natural  bags  of  the  animal,  not  in  the  fac- 
tious ones  made  of  fkins  fewed  together,  which  may  be  aif* 
tinguilhed  by  the  clofenefs  and  length  of  the  hair  on  the  lat- 
ter kind  of  bags,  thefe  factitious  ones  having  more  and  lon- 
ger hair  than  the  genuine,  and  that  generally  of  a paler  co- 
lour. 

A fmall  quantity  of  mulk,  macerated  for  a few  days  in  rec- 
tified fpirit  of  wine,  imparts  a deep  colour  and  a ftrong  im- 
pregnation to  the  fpirit.  This  tinCture,  of  itfelf,  difcovers 
but  little  fmell,  but,  on  dilution,  it  manifefts  the  full  fra- 
grance of  the  mulk,  a drop  or  two  communicating,  to  a 
quart  of  wine  or  watery  liquors,  a rich  mulky  fcent.  The 
quantity  of  liquor  which  may  thus  be  flavoured  by  a certain 
known  proportion  of  mulk,  appears  to  be  the  beft  criterion 
of  the  genuinenefs  and  goodnefs  of  this  commodity. 

Few  drugs  are  more  liable  to  fophiftication  than  mulk.  It 
is  adulterated  on  the  fpot  with  the  animal’s  blood,  which 
acquires  fo  ftrong  a fcent  of  it,  after  drying  among  it,  that  it 
may  pafs  alone  on  the  unfufpicious  for  real  mulk.  This 
fraud  may  be  difcovered  by  the  largenefs  of  the  lumps,  or 
clots,  as  the  blood  dries  to  a harder  and  firmer  1'ubftance  than 
the  genuine  mulk.  It  is-  fometimes  mixed  with  a dark-co- 
loured friable  earth.  This  appears,  to  the  touch,  of  a more 
crumbly  texture,  and  harder,  as  well  as  heavier,  than  the 
genuine  mulk.  But  this  deception  is  bell  difcovered  by 
burning  a fmall  quantity;  in  which  cafe,  mulk,  adulterated 
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in  this  manner,  leaves  a large  and  heavy  remainder;  the  ge- 
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nuine,  or  even  that  mixed  with  blood,  either  evaporates,  err 
leaves  only  a few  white  afhes. 

Mr.  Boyle  obferves,  that,  when  mufk  begins  to  decay,  it 
is  a practice  in  the  Eaft-Indies  to  put  it  into  a bag,  full  of 
needle-holes,  and  hang  it  in  a neceffary-houfe,  but  not  low 
enough  to  touch  the  filth : others  keep  it  wrapped  up  in  linen, 
well  moiftened  with  rank  urine. 


myrobalans. 

Or  purging  Indian  plumbs,  are  of  five  kinds.  I he  firft, 
called  citrini,  are  of  a yellowifh-red  colour,  hard,  oblong, 
and  about  the  fize  of  an  olive.  The  fecond,  called  black, 
or  Indian,  myrobalans,  are  wrinkled,  without  a done,  and 
of  the  fize  of  an  acorn.  The  third,  called  chebulic  myroba- 
lans, are  the  fize  of  a date,  of  a yellowifh- brown  colour, 
pointed  at  the  end.  The  fourth,  called  emblici,  are  round, 
rough,  the  fize  of  a gall,  and  of  a dark  brown  colour.  The 
laft,  called  belerici,  are  hard,  yellow,  round,  the  fize  of  an 
ordinary  prune,  and  lefs  angular  than  the  reft.  They  abound 
in  Bengal,  Cambaya,  and  Malabar.  The  Indians  eat  them 
preferved  in  different  manners,  and  ufethem  likewife  in  making 
ink  and  drefling  leather.  They  were  formerly  much  efteemed 
in  Europe,  but  the  prefent  pradice  rejeds  all  the  kinds. 


MYRRH 

Is  a vegetable  produd  of  the  gum-refin  kind,  diftilling  by 
incifion,  and  fometimes  fpontaneoufly,  from  the  tree  that 

produces  it.  Myrrh  is  generally  in  grains,  from  the  fize  of 
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a pea  to  that  of  a horfe-bean,  or  larger.  Their  figure  is  as 
irregular  as  their  fize  ; round,  oblong,  or  contorted.  Thefe 
grains  are  of  a refinous  greafy  fubftance,  not  hard  to  break  : 
their  colour  is  a reddifh- brown  with  a mixture  of  yellow; 
their  fmell  is  ftrongly  aromatic  ; and  their  take  is  acrid, 
warm,  bitter,  and  rather  difagreeable,  though  fomewhat 
fpicy.  When  broken,  myrrh  is  often  ungulated,  that  is, 
marked  with  fmall,  white,  femi-lunar,  fpecks.  It  is  to  be 
chofen  in  clear  pieces,  light,  friable,  undtuous,  and  of  the 
bittereft  take ; that  which  is  foul  and  black  muk  be  rejected. 
When  pure,  myrrh  will  diflolve  in  boiling  water  ; but,  as 
the  liquor  cools,  a portion  of  refinous  matter  fubfides. 

There  are  fometimes  found,  among  myrrh,  hard  Ihining 
pieces,  of  a pale-yellow  colour,  refembling  gum  Arabic, 
but  without  take  or  fmell.  Sometimes  malfes  of  bdellium 
are  mixed  with  it;  which  are  darker-coloured,  more  opaque, 
fofter  than  myrrh  internally,  and  which  differ  from  it  in 
talte  and  fmell.  Sometimes  an  undtuous  gummy-refin,  of  a 
moderately  ftrong,  but  fomewhat  ungrateful  fmell,  with  a 
durable  bitterifh  take,  obvioufly  different  from  bdellium  and 
myrrh,  is  found  with  this  drug.  And  fometimes  we  meet 
with  hard,  ccmpadt,  dark-coloured,  tears,  lefs  undluous  than 
myrrh,  of  an  offenfive  fmell,  and  a mofl  ungrateful  bitter- 
nefs,  fo  as,  when  kept  fome  time  in  the  mouth,  to  provoke 
retching,  though  little  of  it  be  diffolved. 


NAPHTHA, 

A very  pure,  clear,  thin,  mineral,  fluid,  found  floating  on 
fprings  that  iffue  from  the  hills  in  feveral  parts  of  Afia  and 
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the  Eaft-Indies.  It  is  thinner  than  the  exprefled  vegetable 
oils,  but  rather  thicker  than  the  fine  diftilled  ones.  It  is  of 
a fharp  briflc  tafte,  with  a penetrating  bituminous  fmell. 
The  criterion  of  its  purity  is,  its  burning  wholly  away  with- 
out leaving  any  fediment.  See  petroleum. 


NARDUS  INDICA, 

Or  fpikenard,  is  a bunch  of  fmall,  tough,  rufty-brown, 
fibres,  cohering  clofely  together,  but  not  interwoven,  about 
the  fize  of  a finger.  Sometimes  two  or  three  bunches  iflue 
from  one  head,  and  fometimes  bits  of  leaves  and  ftalks,  in 
fubftance,  are  found  among  them.  It  is  the  bufhy  top  of 
the  root,  or  the  remains  of  the  withered  ftalks  and  leaves,  of 
the  Eaft-Indian  plant  that  produces  it.  The  tafte  is  mode- 
rately warm  and  fharp,  accompanied  with  an  agreeable 
flavour. 


NITRE. 

The  earth,  from  which  nitre  is  extracted,  in  Perfia  and 
the  Eaft-Indies,  is  a yellowifh  marl  : it  is  found  in  the  bare 
cliffs,  in  the  fides  of  hills,  expofed  to  the  Northern  and 
Eaitern  winds,  and  never  in  any  other  fituaiion.  This 
earth  is  light  and  crumbly  ; and,  though  fubjedt  to  acci- 
dental variations  of  colour,  from  being  mixed  with  other 
earths,  yet  its  peculiar  qualities  eafily  diftinguifh  it;  for  it 
rnelts  very  freely  in  the  mouth,  and  imprefles  a ftrong  taile 
of  falt-petre. 
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The  people  colled  vaft  quantities  of  this  earth,  and,  after 
preparing  feveral  pits,  lined  with  firm  and  tough  clay,  they 
• fill  them  half  with  water  and  half  with  the  nitrous  earth. 
The  earth  foon  melts  away,  when  they  add  more  water,  ftir 
the  whole  thoroughly  together,  and  let  it  ftand  four  or  five 
days.  A hole  is  then  made  in  one  fide  of  the  pit,  and,  by 
means  of  a channel,  cut  to  a proper  depth,  and  lined  with  the 
fame  clay,  they  let  all  the  clear  water  run  out  of  that  pit  into 
another,  enclofed  on  all  fides,  except  on  the  North-Eaft, 
with  high  walls,  but  open  at  the  top. 

In  this  pit,  the  adion  of  the  fun  and  air,  by  degrees,  eva- 
porates the  water;  and  the  fait,  which  that  fluid  had  ex- 
traded  from  the  nitrous  earth,  fhoots  into  cryftals  about  the 
fides  of  the  pit.  Thefe  cryftals  are  fmall,  imperfed,  and  im- 
pure; but  of  the  fame  fix-fided  figure  with  the  cryftals  of 
nitre,  though  they  are  generally  without  the  pyramids  at 
the  end,  and  often  too  fliort  for  their  thicknefs.  They  are 
of  a brownifh  or  dufky  colour  ; and  in  this  ftate  they  are  fent 
over  to  us,  being  the  rough  nitre  we  receive  from  the  Eaft- 
Indics.  This  article  requires  no  particular  diredions,  as  it 
is  but  little  fubjed  to  adulteration. 


NUTMEGS 

Are  the  produce  of  a tree  growing  only  in  the  Banda 
iflands,  refembling  a pear-tree.  The  nutmeg  is  the  aroma- 
tic kernel  of  a fruit  about  the  fize  of  a peach.  The  outer 
covering,  when  the  fruit  is  ripe,  opens  fpontaneoufly,  and 
difeovers  the  red  membrane,  called  mace,  forming  a reticu- 
lar covering,  ihrough  which  is  feen  the  hard  woody  lhell  that 
includes  the  nutmeg.  There  are  two  kinds  of  nutmegs  to 
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be  met  with,  the  male  and  the  female  : the  former,  which 
is  much  inferior  to  the  latter,  the  Dutch  diftinguifh  by  the 
name  of  wild  nutmegs,  and  they  are  more  oblong  than  the 
female.  The  nutmeg  differs  in  goodnefs  according  to  the 
age  of  the  tree,  the  foil,  fcfr.  It  is  moft  efteemed  when  it 
is  heavy,  firm,  of  a full  plumpnefs,  of  a light-grey  colour, 
with  the  infide  finely  marbled,  and  when  it  is  of  a fat  oily 
body.  Thefe  are  the  figns  of  its  frefhnefs.  Care  fhould  be 

taken  that  it  be  not  worm-eaten.  " 

Nutmegs,  being  a monopoly  of  the  Dutch,  fall  under  the 
fame  obfervations  as  cinnamon.  See  cinnamon. 


NUX  VOMICA 

Is  a flat  roundifh  feed,  or  kernel,  about  an  inch  broad,  and 
near  a quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  on  both  fides  prominent  in 
the  middle,  of  a grey  colour,  covered  with  a woolly  kind  of 
matter,  internally  hard  and  tough  like  horn,  having  a take 
confiderably  bitter,  with  very  little  fmell.  It  is  not  much  in 
demand. 


OIL  of  CINNAMON, 

Cloves,  Mace,  Nutmegs,  and  the  other  aromatic  oils, 
diltinguifhable  by  the  fcent  they  retain  of  the  fubftances 
whofe  names  they  bear,  are  very  feldom  procured  genuine. 
It  is  not  profitable  to  bring  them  from  the  Eaft.  Some  chy- 
mical  writers  have  recommended  the  following  experiments 
to  afcertain  the  purity  of  thefe  oils. 
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If  there  be  any  fufpicion  that  the  diftilled  aromatic  oils 
are  adulterated  with  pinguious  fubftances,  the  fraud  may  be 
difcovered  by  pouring  highly-reftified  fpirit  of  wine  upon 
them  ; for  this  liquor  immediately  imbibes  and  refolves  the 
particles  of  the  pure  oil,  leaving  in  the  bottom  a large  quan- 
tity of  exprefled  oil,  generally,  either  of  almonds  or  ben- 
nuts.  But,  as  the  more  fkilfcl  may  avoid  difcovery  by  this 
method,  it  will  be  prudent  to  join  the  following  with 
it.  When  thefe  oils  are  poured  into  common  water,  if  adul- 
terated, the  water  immediately  becomes  milky ; an  effeft  that 
is  not  produced  by  pure  oil,  when  put  into  cold  water  and 
left  to  itfelf. 

When  oil  of  turpentine  or  pine  is  mixed  with  thefe  oils, 
if  a piece  of  cloth,  foaked  in  them,  be  expofed  to  a warm 
lire,  the  fubtile  fragrance  is  immediately  exhaled,  and  the 
turpentine  fmell  difcovers  itfelf. 


OLIBANUM 

Is  a gummy-relin,  brought  from  Turkey  and  the  Eaft- 
Indies  in  drops  or  tears.  It  fmells  moderately  ftrong  and 
relinous,  but  not  very  pleafant : the  talle  is  pungent  and 
fomewhat  bitter  : it  Hicks  to  the  teeth  in  chewing,  becomes 
white,  and  turns  the  fpittle  milky.  The  drops  are  of  a pale- 
yellow  colour,  which  by  age  becomes  reddifh.  Laid  on 
red-hot  iron,  olibanum  readily  catches  flame,  and  burns 
with  a ftrong,  diffufive,  not  unpleafant,  fmell.  If  it  be  run 
into  a mafs,  mixed  with  dirt  and  rubbilh,  having  but  few 
tears,  it  is  of  little  value. 


OPIUM 
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OPIUM 

Is  the  infpiffated  juice  of  the  white  poppy,  chiefly  col- 
lected by  wounding  the  cortical  part  of  its  head  at  a proper 
time.  It  is  ufualiy  made  up  in  roundilh  cakes,  from  fix 
ounces  to  a pound  in  weight,  flattened,  and  covered  with 
leaves,  or  other  vegetable  fluff,  to  prevent  their  flicking  to- 
gether. It  is  produced  in  many  parts  of  the  Eaft  ; but  that 
which  is  made  at  Patna,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  is 
thought  preferable  to  any  other. 

Opium  is  of  a heavy  denfe  texture,  foft  enough  commonly 
to  receive  an  impreffion  from  the  finger.  Its  colour  is  a 
dufky  yellow,  at  firft  fight  appearing  almoft  black.  It  has 
a faint  difagreeable  fmell,  and  a hot,  biting,  fomewhat  bit- 
ter, talte.  The  Europeans  formerly  efleemed  the  Egyptian 
opium  beyond  all  other;  but,  latterly,  when  this  drug  has 
a good  fmell,  with  a proper  degree  of  moifture,  being  tena- 
cious rather  than  friable,  it  has  been  equally  efleemed. 


OPOPONAX 

Is  a concrete  juice  obtained  from  the  root  of  a flower-bear- 
ing plant,  that  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  the  warm  Eaftern 
climates.  It  is  a gum-refin,  of  a tolerably  firm  texture, 
ufualiy  in  fmall  grains,  but  fometiir.es  in  large  maffes, 
formed  by  a number  of  thefe,  connected  with  a matter  of  the 
fame  kind.  The  maffes  are  generally  loaded  with  foreign 
fubftances,  and  are  much  inferior  to  the  pure  loofe  drops. 

The  fineft  opoponax  is  in  grains,  from  the  fize  of  a pin’s 
head  to  that  of  a large  pea.  The  internal  colour  of  thefe 
grains  is  a pale  yellow,  frequently  mixed  with  white  ; and 
externally  they  incline  to  a red  or  orange  colour.  They  are 
; moderately 
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moderately  heavy,  of  a fomewhat  fat  or  undtuous  appearance, 
fmooth  on  the  furface,  of  an  acrid  bitter  tafte,  and  a ftrong 
difagreeable  fmell.  Opoponax  Ihould  be  chofen  in  clear 
pieces,  with  the  before-mentioned  qualities.  Such  grains 
as  are  black  and  too  hard  are  to  be  rejected.  The  mafles, 
or  cakes,  are  ufually  of  this  black  colour,  and  full  of  Hicks 
and  ftraws. 


ORPIMENT, 

When  pure,  is  a beautiful  foffil  fubftance,  of  a foliated 
texture  and  fine  luflre;  but  it  is  generally  found  mixed  with 
a folid  fubftance  called  zarnich,  approaching  its  own  na- 
ture, though  without  its  luftre  or  foliaceoufnefs.  This  zar- 
nich  has  been  commonly  fuppofed  a part  of  the  orpiment; 
but,  as  thefe  fubftances  have  feparate  qualities,  and  are  fre- 
quently found  in  large  quantities,  entirely  diftindt,  without 
the  leaft  intermixture,  this  opinion  is  plainly  erroneous. 
Experience  has  fhewn  that  zarnich  is  granulated,  foluble  in 
oil,  and  friable  ; on  the  contrary,  orpiment  is  flaky,  not  fo- 
luble in  oil,  and  flexible. 

As  zarnich  is  not  received  in  the  materia  medica,  unlefs 
by  millake  under  the  name  of  orpiment,  it  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  that,  as  the  common  kinds  of  them  are  green  and  yel- 
low, orpiment  is  confequently  thus  diftinguilhed,  although, 
in  reality,  there  be  no  fuch  fubllance  in  nature  as  green  or- 
piment; fo  that  whatever  is  feen  of  a green  colour,  under  the 
name  of  orpiment,  is  to  be  rejected  as  chiefly  zarnich,  be- 
ing commonly  a mafs  of  the  latter,  containing  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  the  former.  However,  the  purchafer  will  not  be  de- 
ceived who  holds  in  memory  this  good  rule,  that  nothing  be 
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bought,  under  the  name  of  orpiment,  but  what  is  compofed 
entirely  of  flakes,  or  plates,  for  no  zarnich  is  fo. 


PEPPER, 

Black,  is  the  fmall,  round,  aromatic,  fruit  of  a trailing 
plant,  which  flourilhes  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and  in  the 
iflands  of  Java,  Sumatra,  and  Ceylon.  It  is  not  fown,  but 
planted,  and  great  care  is  required  in  the  choice  of  the  Ihoots. 
It  produces  no  fruit  till  the  end  of  three  years,  and  then 
bears  fo  plentifully,  the  three  or  four  fucceeding  years,  as 
frequently  to  produce  two  crops  in  a year;  the  bark  then  be- 
gins to  Ihrink,  and  the  fhrub  declines  fall,  fo  that,  in  twelve 
years  time,  it  ceafes  to  bear. 

Black  pepper  is  to  be  chofen  of  a pungent  fmell,  extremely 
acrid  and  hot  to  the  tafte,  in  large  grains,  firm,  found,  and 
with  few  wrinkles;  but  it  wiil  always  have  fome,  which  are 
occafioned  by  its  being  dried  in  the  fun.  Care  fhould  always 
be  taken  that  the  largefl;  grains  have  not  been  picked  out,  as 
is  fomedmes  done. 


White  Pepper  is  diflinguifhed  into  common  and  genu- 
ine: the  latter  is  very  ftldom  met  with,  and  approaches 
nearly  to  the  properties  of  the  black  pepper,  the  nearer  the 
better.  The  common  white  pepper  is  weaker  and  worfe  in 
all  its  qualities  than  the  black,  being  nothing  more  than 
that  foit  decorticated  by  maceration  in  water,  as  bits  of  the 
dark-coloured  Ikin  have  fometimes  been  obferved  upon  the 
grains,  when  in  Europe.  In  chooflng  it,  regard  Ihould  be 
- had 
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had  to  the  firength  of  its  qualities,  its  foundnefs  and  firm- 
nefs ; and  particular  care  (hould  be  taken  that  it  has  not  been 
died  white. 


Long  Pepper  is  the  fruit  of  an  Ealt-Indian  plant  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  which  produces  the  black  pepper, 
which  fruit  is  gathered  unripe,  and  dried.  It  is  of  a round 
form,  about  an  inch  and  a half  in  length,  nearly  the  fize  of 
a large  goofe-quill,  having  numerous  minute  grains  difpo- 
fed  round  it  in  a kind  of  fpiral  diredlion.  The  whole  fruit 
is  of  a brownifh-grey  colour,  of  a texture  not  very  firm, 
and  it  eafily  (hatters  to  pieces  by  a blow.  It  is  light,  and, 
when  frelh  broken,  has  a difagreeably  pungent  fmell. 

Long  pepper  is  to  be  chofen  in  large  full  pieces,  frefh, 
not  broken,  dully,  nor  worm-eaten,  and  fuch  as,  after  raf- 
ting, leaves  a very  lading  heat  in  the  mouth.  When  too 
long  kept,  it  is  worthlefs,  as  it  becomes  rotten  and  dully. 


PETROLEUM 

Is  a fluid  bitumen,  or  mineral  oil,  ifi'uing  from  the  clefts 
of  rocks,  or  from  the  earth,  or  found  floating  on  the  fur- 
face  of  certain  fprings  in  fome  parts  of  Europe,  • but  more 
plentifully  in  the  warmer  climates  The  more  fluid  petrolea 
have  been  dillinguilhed  by  the  name  of  naphtha,  (which  fee,) 
and  the  thicker  by  the  appellations  of  pilfafphaltum  and 
piilelaeum.  Petroleum  is  very  light  and  pellucid,  though 
fometimes  High  t!y  tinged;  it  is  of  a pungent  acrid  talle,  and 
a llrong  penetrating  frnell.  The  finer  kinds  are  not  very 
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frequently  met  with,  but  fine  petroleum  may  be  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  the  facility  with  which  it  takes  fire,  on  the  approach  of 
a flaming  body,  without  contaft;  and  by  its  extenfibility,  as 
a drop  of  it  will  fpread  over  two  or  three  feet  of  water,  form- 
ing a many-coloured  film  on  the  furface.  It  floats  on,  and 
is  indifloluble  in,  rectified  fpirit  of  wine.  Paper,  wetted 
with  it,  becomes  as  Iranfparent  as  when  wetted  with  oil, 
but  this  effeft  continues  not  long,  the  paper  becoming  o- 
paque  as  the  oil  dries  away. 


RHAPONTICUM 

Is  a root  of  a dulky-colour  on  the  furface,  and  a loofe 
fpongy  texture,  more  aftringent  and  lefs  purgative  than  rhu- 
barb, which  it  refembles  in  appearance,  and  has  fometimes 
been  miftaken  for  it.  It  is  diftinguilhable  from  rhubarb  by 
leaving  a mucilaginous  tafte  in  the  mouth,  unknown  to  the 

true  rhubarb,  and  by  its  regularly-marbled  red,  white,  or 

yellow,  colour,  when  cut ; which  colours  are  difpofed  in  a 
radiated  manner. 


R O SE-W  O OD, 

Rhodium,  a denfe  compatt  wood  growing  in  the  Eafl-In- 
dies  and  other  parts,  which  we  ufually  meet  with  in  pieces, 
fplit  from  larger  mafles.  It  is  externally  of  a whitilh  colour, 
internally  of  a deep-yellow  with  a call  of  red;  though  thefe 
colours  are  fometimes  varied.  In  the  molt  perfect  fpecimens 
we  meet  with,  the  external  part  is  pale,  and  nearelt  the 

heart  it  darkens.  In  thefe  alfo  it  appears  that  tnis  wood  is 

cut : 
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cut  from  a knotty  tree,  with  an  irregular  grain,  having  fe- 
veral  convolutions,  in  the  midft  of  which  are  clutters  of  cir- 
cular fibres,  including  a fine  fragrant  refin.  The  lignum  a- 
loes,  and  that  mod  efteemed  kind  of  it,  the  calambac,  with 
the  other  fragrant  and  precious  woods,  appear  to  be  of  this 
kind ; and  they  are  more  valuable  the  more  they  have  of 
thefe  fibrous refinous  knots,  which  are  the  parts  greatly  pre- 
ferable to  the  reft  for  other  ufes,  as  well  as  for  diftillation. 

Rofe-wood  has  a flightly  bitterifh,  fomewhat  pungent, 
balfamic,  tafte,  and  a fragrant  fmell,  efpecially  when  fcra- 
ped  or  rubbed,  refembling  rofes.  It  fliould  be  chofen  found, 
heavy,  of  the  deepeft  colour,  and  in  the  largeft  pieces  that 
can  be  procured,  of  the  moft  irregular  knotty  grain,  well 
filled  with  the  refinous  fibres.  The  fm all,  thin,  pale,  light, 
pieces  are  to  be  rejected. 


RHUBARB 

Is  an  oblong  tapering  root  growing  plentifully  in  China 
and  Tartary,  and  likewife  in  Turkey  and  Ruflia.  The  ori- 
ental rhubarb  is  in  pieces  of  four,  five,  or  fix,  inches  in 
length,  and  three  or  four  in  diameter  at  the  top.  It  is  of  a 
fmooth  even  furface,  moderately  heavy,  butnothard:  exter- 
nally of  a yellow  colour,  with  an  admixture  of  brown  ; in- 
ternally variegated  with  lively  reddifh  ftreaks,  forming  a 
marbled  appearance  when  cut.  The  yellow  is  the  ground- 
colour, and  the  red  is  difpofed  in  fhort  irregular  veins,  much 
in  the  manner  of  the  darker-coloured  nutmegs. 

The  Chinefe  are  very  careful  in  their  manner  of  drying  it. 
They  take  up  the  root  only  in  Winter,  or  early  in  the  Spring, 
before  the  leaves  begin  to  appear.  They  cut  it  into  fuch 
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pieces  as  they  think  proper,  and  lay  it  on  a table  in  a fhady 
place,  turning  it  once  or  twice  a day  for  two  or  three  days  ; 
after  this  they  firing  the  pieces  on  a cord,  at  a diflance  from 
one  another,  and  then  hang  them  up  in  a fhady  place,  where 
they  may  dry  leifurely.  It  is  by  this  management  the  rhu- 
barb is  rendered  fo  firm  and  folid  as  we  find  it ; for,  if  it 
were  hung  up  to  dry  at  once  in  a warm  airy  place,  it  would 
become  light  and  fpongy.  They  fay  alfo,  that,  if  the  root 
be  taken  up  in  the  Summer,  it  is  not  only  light  and  of  lit- 
tle value,  but  that  it  has  nothing  of  the  reddifh  marbling, 
which  is  one  of  the  great  characters  of  its  goodnefs. 

Sometimes  the  rhubarb -root  is  cut  down  the  middle,  and 
afterwards  divided  into  pieces  of  four  or  five  inches  in  length, 
which  appear  flat,  and  dry  better  than  the  round.  For 
fome  time  paft,  flat  rhubarb  has  fold  conflderably  better  than 
round  of  the  fame  goodnefs. 

Rhubarb  is  not  fo  often  adulterated  as  damaged.  To  be 
good,  it  fhould  be  particularly  dry  and  found ; if  it  be  wet  or 
rotten,  it  is  worthlefs.  By  long  keeping  it  frequently  grows 
mouldy  and  worm-eaten;  and  fome  of  the  more  induflrious 
artifls  are  faid  to  fill  up  the  worm-holts  with  mixtures,  and 
to  colour  the  outfide  of  the  damaged  pieces  with  powder  of 
the  fine  rhubarb,  or  with  fome  cheaper  materials.  The 
marks  of  its  goodnefs  are,  the  livelinefs  of  its  bright  nutmeg 
colour  when  cut,  its  being  firm  and  folid,  but  not  flinty  or 
hard,  its  being  eafily  pulverable,  and  appearing,  when  pow- 
dered, of  a bright-yellow  colour,  mixed  with  a flight  cart 
of  red.  On  chewing,  it  fhould  impart  a deep  fafFron  tinge, 
and  not  prove  flimy,  or  mucilaginous,  in  the  mouth.  It 
fhould  yield  a fine  yellow  colour  on  being  infufed  a few  mi- 
nutes in  water;  Its  tafle  is  fomewhat  acrid,  bitterifli,  and 

rather 
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rather  aflringent.  Thofe  pieces  which  appear  green  or  black, 
when  broken  through  the  middle,  fhould  be  rejected. 


SAGAPENUM 

Is  the  concrete  gummy-refinous  juice  of  an  Oriental  plant 
not  well  known.  It  is  met  with  in  drops,  and  in  mafles  com- 
pofed  of  thofe  drops : but  the  loofe  drops  are  much  finer  and 
purer  than  the  mafles.  In  both  forms,  it  is  a compact  fub- 
ftance,  confiderably  heavy,  of  a reddifh  colour  outwardly,  but 
paler  within,  and  clear  like  horn.  It  grows  foft  on  handling, 
fo  as  frequently  to  flick  to  the  fingers.  The  larger,  darker- 
coloured,  broken,  mafles  of  bdellium  are  fometimes  fubfti- 
tuted,  but  they  may  eafily  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  weaknefs 
of  their  fmell.  Sagapenum  has  a ftrong  fmell,  fomewhat  of 
the  leek-kind,  and  a moderately  hot  biting  tafte. 


SAGO 

Is  the  produce  of  a Angular  tree,  growing  in  the  Molucca 
iflands.  This  tree  affords  a nutriment  from  its  trunk  and 
vital  fubftance,  its  fruit  being  a fuperfluous  and  ufelefs  part. 
It  grows  wild  in  the  forefts,  and  multiplies  itfelf  by  feeds 
and  fuckers.  It  rifes  to  the  height  of  thirty  feet,  and  is 
about  fix  in  circumference.  The  bark  is  an  inch  thick* 
and  the  inner  rind  is  compofed  of  an  aflembiage  of  long 
fibres,  interwoven  with  each  other.  This  double  coat  con- 
tains a kind  of  fap,  or  gum,  that  falls  into  meal.  The  tree, 
which  feems  to  grow  merely  for  the  ufe  of  man,  points  out 
the  meal  by  a fine  white  powder  that  covers  its  leaves,  and  is 
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a certain  indication  of  the  maturity  of  the  fago.  It  is  then 
cut  down  to  the  root  and  fawn  into  fcantlings,  which  are 
divided  into  four  quarters,  for  the  better  extracting  the  fap, 
or  meal,  they  contain.  After  this  fubftance  has  been  diluted 
in  water,  it  is  drained  through  a kind  of  fieve,  which  retains 
the  grofter  particles,  the  reft  is  thrown  into  wooden  moulds, 
■where  it  dries  and  hardens.  The  natives  eat  the  fago  di- 
luted with  water,  and  fometimes  baked  or  boiled.  Through 
a principle  of  humanity,  they  referve  the  fineft  part  of  this 
meal  for  the  aged  and  infirm.  A jelly  is  fometimes  made  of 
it,  which  is  white,  and  has  a pleating  flavour.  The  fago- 
cakes,  reduced  to  grains,  are  imported  into  Europe. 

The  kind,  preferred  in  England,  is  of  a red  bloom-colour; 
it  difl'olves  eafily  in  hot  water,  making  a fine  jelly.  That 
•which  boils  red  is  more  valued  than  the  brown.  The  beft 
package  is  an  oak  cafk,  as  the  lealt  damp  deftroys  its  value. 


SAPAN  WOOD 

Is  brought  to  Europe  in  logs  of  a middling  ftze.  It  fhould 
he  found,  and  internally  of  a deep  red  colour. 


Sal  Ammoniacum,  fee  Ammoniacum. 

Sanguis  Draconis,  feeDRAGON’s  Blood. 

SARCOCOLLA 

Isa  gummy-refinous  juice,  produced  in  Perfiaand  Arabia. 
It  is  in  fraall,  crumbly,  fpongy,  light- yellow,  grains,  with  a 
few  inclining  to  red  mixed  among  them.  Their  tafte  is 
fomevvhat  bitter  and  acrid,  followed  by  a naufeous  kind  of 

• fweetnefs. 
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fweetnefs.  The  tears  are  about  the  fize  of  peas ; and  the 
whiteft,  as  being  the  frelheft,  are  preferred.  This  gum  fof- 
tensin  the  mouth,  bubbles  and  catches  flame  from  a candle, 
and  diflolves  almoft  wholly  in  water,  when  pure  and  ge- 
nuine. 


SAUNDERS -WOOD 
Is  of  three  forts,  yellow,  white,  and  red.  Yellow  faunders 
is  a beautiful  wood,  of  a clofe  texture  and  fine  grain.  It  is 
ufually  in  blocks,  formed  from  the  heart  of  the  tree,  and 
cleaned  from  the  inverting  bark.  Its  colour  is  a pale-yellow  ; 
and  it  is  of  an  extremely  fweet  perfumed  fmell,  fomewhac 
like  a mixture  of  mulk  and  rofes.  It  has  an  aromatic  tarte, 
fomewhat  bitter,  and  agreeably  pungent.  Thefe  qualities, 
joined  with  foundnefs,  are  the  characters  of  its  goodnefs. 


White  Saunders  is  a wood  much  refembling  the  former, 
and  is  either  in  long  (lender  pieces  or  in  chips.  It  is  of  a 
light  colour,  with  a fragrant  fmell  and  tarte  ; but  far  weaker 
than  yellow  faunders  in  all  its  qualities. 


Red  Saunders  is  very  different,  in  colour  and  quality, 
from  either  of  the  preceding.  It  is  commonly  in  blocks  of 
a confiderable  length,  which  appear  to  be  the  heart  of  the 
tree  that  produces  it,  feparated  from  the  fofc  outer  wood  and  ' 
bark.  It  is  of  a dark  red  colour  externally,  and  of  a fine 
blood-red  within.  Its  tarte  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  ra- 
ther 
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ther  auftere.  Its  fmell  is  very  trifling,  and  without  any 
perfume  like  the  other  kinds. 


SANTONICUM  SEMEN, 

Or  worm-feed,  is  a fmall,  light,  oval,  feed,  compofed  of 
a number  of  thin  membraneous  coats.  It  is  of  a greenifh- 
yellow  colour,  with  a call  of  brown.  Thefe  feeds  eaflly 
crumble,  by  rubbing  between  the  fingers,  into  a fine  chaffy 
kind  of  fubflance.  Their  fmell  is  of  the  wormwood-kind, 
moderately  ftrong,  but  not  very  agreeable.  Their  taile  is 
very  bitter  and  fomewhat  acrid. 

Worm- feed  Ihould  be  chofen  frefh,  inclining  to  a green 
colour,  with  a fharp,  bitter,  difagreeable,  tafte,  and  having 
as  fmall  a mixture  of  the  chaffy  matter,  flalks,  and  leaves, 
as  poflible.  The  Turkey-fort  is  moll  effeemed. 


SCAMMONY, 

Or  diagrydium,  is  of  two  forts,  the  Aleppo  and  the  Smyr- 
na fcammony.  It  is  the  concrete  gummy-refinous  juice  of  a 
fpecies  of  convolvulus.  The  fcammony  is  extracted  by  lay- 
ing bare  the  upper  part  of  the  root-  wounding  it  pretty 
deeply,  and  placing  a fhell,  or  fome  other  receptacle,  to  re- 
ceive the  milky  juice,  which  hardens  into  mafies. 

Aleppo  ScamiAonv,  which  is  preferable  to  the  other, 
is  in  irregular,  light,  friable,  mafles,  of  a cavernous,  or  fpon- 
gy,  texture,  and  of  different  fhades  of  colour,  from  a grey 
or  yellowifh  white  almofl  to  a black.  Its  furface  is  natural- 
ly fmooth  and  even  between  the  holes  j when  frefh  broken, 

it 
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it  is  fomewhat  bright  and  glofly  ; but,  when  powdered,  it  is 
of  a browner  colour.  Its  tafte  is  acrid,  naufeous,  and  fome- 
what bitter,  accompanied  with  a faint  difagreeable  fmell. 

Smyrna  Scammony  is  in  compact  ponderous  pieces,  of 
a black  colour,  harder,  and  of  a much  Wronger  fmell  and 
tafte  than  the  preceding  kind  ; full  of  fand  and  other  impu- 
rities. This  fort  Ihould  be  rejected. 

That  fcammony  Ihould  be  chofen  which  eafily  crumbles 
between  the  fingers,  being  glofly  when  frelh  broken.  On 
contact  with  any  fluid,  fcammony  Ihould  immediately  be- 
come white  ; and,  when  diflolved  in  equal  parts  of  rettified 
fpirit  and  water,  (/.  e.  in  proof  fpirit,)  it  Ihould  leave  no 
dregs. 


SEE  D-P  EARL, 

Or  ragged  pearl,  is  the  denomination  given  to  the  coar fit 
rough  pearl  and  the  very  fmall  ones,  unfit  for  ornamental 
purpofes,  which  are  medicinally  employed. 

It  is  laid  that  counterfeit  pearls,  made  of  clay,  coated 
with  the  white  matter  of  oyfter-lhells,  have  been  fubftituted 
for  the  genuine  : the  clay  may  be  difcovered  by  its  acquiring 
additional  hardnefs  in  the  fire,  and  refilling  acids  : whereas 
true  pearls  calcine  in  the  fire  and  become  quick-lime,  and 
readily  diflblve  in  acids. 


SENA 

Is  the  leaf  of  an  annual,  woody,  pod-bearing,  plant,  im- 
por;ed  dry  from  Alexandria,  in  Egypt.  It  is  of  an  oblong 
figure,  pointed  at  the  ends,  particularly  at  the  end  oppofite 
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to  where  it  grows  to  the  (talk.  In  the  middle,  it  is  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  broad,  and  it  is  feldom  more  than  an  inch 
in  length.  Sena  is  of  a lively  yellowilh-green  colour,  of  a 
firm  texture,  fomewhat  thick  and  flat.  Its  fmell  is  faint, 
but  not  difagreeable  ; its  tafte  is  fomewhat  bitter,  naufeous, 
and  acrid. 

There  is  a lefs  valuable  fort  brought  from  Tripoli,  dillin- 
guifhable  by  the  obtufenefs  of  its  ends,  by  its  being  larger, 
of  a finer  green,'  and  fomewhat  rough  to  the  touch.  There 
are  two  or  three  other  inferior  forts,  difiinguifhable  by  their 
being  either  narrower,  longer,  and  (harper-pointed ; or  lar- 
ger, broader,  and  round-pointed,  with  fmall  prominent  veins ; 
or  of  a frelh  green  colour,  without  any  yellow  call. 

In  choofing  it,  the  (hape  of  the  leaf  lhould  allure  us  that 
it  is  of  the  Alexandrian  kind  : it  (hould  be  fre(h,  of  a good 
fmell,  foft  to  the  touch,  and  clear  from  flalks.  The  leaves 
ought,  alfo,  to  be  of  an  entire  yellowilh-green  colour,  not 
fpotted  with  black. 


Snake-Wood,  fee  Colubrinum  Lignum. 

Spikenard,  fee  Nardus  Indica. 

S T O R A X. 

Solid  ftorax  is  the  odoriferous  refin  of  a middle-fized  tree, 
bearing  a filbert-like  fruit,  naturally  growing  in  Afia.  Two 
forts  of  this  refin  are  commonly  dillinguilhed ; florax  in  the 
tear,  and  common  llorax  in  larger  mafies.  The  former  is 
not  in  feparate  tears,  or  but  very  rarely  : it  is  generally  in 
mafies,  compofcd  of  whitifh  and  pale  reddilh-brown  tears, 
or  having  an  uniform  reddifh-yellow  or  brownifii  appearance, 
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being  undluous  and  foft  like  wax,  and  free  from  vifible  im- 
purities. This  is  preferred  to  the  common  florax,  in  large 
maffes,  conliderably  lighter  and  lefs  compact  than  the  pre- 
ceding, and  having  a large  admixture  of  woody  matter  like 
faw-duft.  Although  the  impurities  of  this  kind  of  llorax 
render  it  lefs  valuable  than  the  firft-mcntioned,  yet  it  is  not 
lefs  ufeful,  nor  ics  medical  qualities  lefs  potent,  after  purifi- 
cation, by  foftening  it  with  boiling  water,  and  preffing  it 
out  from  the  feces  between  warm  iron  plates;  a procefs  that 
is  unneceffary  with  the  former  kind. 


TAMARIND. 

The  fruit  of  a tree  growing  in  Arabia  and  in  the  Eail  and 
Weft  Indies.  The  fruit  is  a pod,  fomewhat  refembling  a 
bean-cod,  including  feveral  hard  feeds,  together  with  a dark- 
coloured  vifcid  pulp.  This  pulp  is  connected  with  the  feeds 
by  numerous  tough  firings  or  fibres ; and  thefe  are  freed 
from  the  outer  (hell.  The  Oriental  fort  is  drier,  darker-co- 
loured, and  has  more  pulp,  than  the  Weft-Indian  : the 
former  is  fometimes  preferved  without  addition,  the  latter 
has  always  an  admixture  of  fugar.  Red,  brown,  and  black, 
is  brought  from  the  Eaft-Indies  : of  thefe  the  black  is  the 
bell.  The  more  pulp  the  better. 


TEA 

Is  the  leaf  of  a fhrub  growing  in  feveral  parts  of  China, 
Japan,  and  Siam.  The  dealers  in  this  article  diilinguilli 
many  kinds,  which,  however,  are  all  leaves  of  the  fame 

L 2 tree. 
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tree,  and  may  be  reduced  to  the  three  general  divifions, 
ordinary  green  teas,  finer  green  teas,  and  bohea. 

The  leaves  of  the  common  green  tea  are  fomewhat  fmall, 
crumpled,  much  twilled,  and  clofely  folded  together  in  dry- 
ing : the  colour  is  a dulky  green,  and  the  fmell  agreeable. 
The  leaves  of  the  fine  green  tea  are  larger,  lefs  crumpled 
and  twilled  in  the  drying,  and  more  lax  in  their  folds  ; of  a 
paler  colour,  but  more  blooming,  approaching  to  a blue- 
green.  All  the  ordinary  green  teas  give  a llrong  yellowifh- 
green  colour  to  boiling  water,  and  the  fine  green  teas  give  a 
pale. green,  or  light  flraw-colour. 

Bohea  teaconfiils  of  fmaller  leaves  than  either  of  the  others, 
and  thofe  more  crumpled  and  clofely  folded.  Its  colour  is 
dark,  inclining  to  black. 

The  Ihrub  that  produces  tea  feldom  rifes  higher  than  five 
or  fix  feet.  It  is  much  branched  and  fpreading:  the  leaves 
are  oblong,  pointed  at  the  ends,  and  ferrated  at  the  edges. 
Thefe  leaves  are  collected  generally  in  April  and  May,  and 
the  young  ones,  taken  from  the  new  fhoots,  are  feparatcd 
from  thofe  gathered  off  the  old  branches.  Upon  fuch  dif- 
tinflions  as  thefe,  and  on  feparately  gathering  full-grown 
and  only  budding  leaves,  are  founded  the  different  qualities 
of  our  tea. 

After  gathering,  the  leaves  are  dried,  and  feparated  ac- 
cording to  their  fize,  &c.  Bohea-tea  is  gathered  before  the 
leaves  are  perfectly  opened,  and  is  made  to  undergo  a greater 
degree  of  heat  than  green,  to  which  its  colour  and  peculiar 
flavour  are  in  a great  meafurp  owjpg. 


Terra 
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Terra  Japonica,  fee  Catechu. 

Ti  NC  AL,  fee  Borax. 

TRAGACANTH, 

Or  adraganth,  or,  as  it  is  ufually  called,  gum  dragon,  is 
the  gum  exuding  from  a prickly  plant  of  the  fame  name, 
that  grows  wild  in  the  warm  climates.  This  commodity 
comes  chiefly  from  Turkey,  of  different  colours  and  quali- 
ties, from  a pale  white  to  dark  and  opake.  It  is  ufually  in 
long,  Bender,  worm-like,  pieces,  and  fometimesit  is  in  round- 
ilh  drops,  which  are  rare.  It  is  moderately  heavy,  of  a 
firm  confidence,  rather  tough  than  hard.  It  is  with  diffi- 
culty pulverifed,  unlefs  it  be  dried,  and  the  peffle  and  mor- 
tar kept  warm.  Its  natural  colour  is  a pale  white,  and  the 
cleaned  fpecimens  ae  fomething  tranfparent.  It  has  little  or 
no  fmell,  and  a cade  rather  difagreeable.  It  melts  in  the 
mouth  to  a very  foft  mucilage,  without  dicking  to  the  teeth 
as  gum  arabic  dees.  The  mod  driking  difference  between 
this  and  the  other  gums  is,  that  it  gives  a thick  confidence 
to  a much  larger  quantity  of  water,  and  is  with  difficulty 
diffoluble,  or  rather  aiffolves  but  imperfectly.  When  put 
into  water,  it  flowly  imbibes  a great  quantity,  fwells  into  a 
large  volume,  and  forms  a foft,  butnotfluid,  mucilage:  by 
agitation  and  an  addition  of  water,  a folution  may  be  ob- 
tained, but  the  gummy  mucilage  fettles  to  the  bottom  on 
Banding. 

For  medical  purpofes,  gum  tragacanth  diould  be  chofen 
in  long  twided  pieces,  femi-tranfparent,  white,  very  clear, 
and  free  from  all  other  colours : the  brown  and  particularly 
the  black  are  to  be  wholly  rejedled.  Thefe  lad  forts,  how- 
ever, though  lefs  valuable,  are  dill  ufeful  to  the  different 
artificers  \yho  have  occadon  for  this  gum.. 


TUR- 
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TURBITH 

Is  the  cortical  part  of  the  root  of  a fpecies  of  convolvulus, 
brought  from  the  Eart-Indies  in  oblong  pieces,  of  a brown 
or  afh  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  whitifh  within.  At  firft, 
it  makes  an  impreflion  of  fweetnefs  on  the  tafte,  but,  when 
chewed  for  fome  time,  betrays  a naufeous  acrimony.  The 
beft  is  ponderous,  not  wrinkled,  eafy  to  break,  and  difco- 
vers  to  the  eye  a large  quantity  of  refinous  matter. 


Turmeric,  fee  Curcuma. 

T U T T Y, 

Or  lapis  tutias,  is  a clayey  or  argillaceous  ore,  of  a femi- 
metal,  called  zinc,  found  in  Perfia,  formed  on  cylindrical 
moulds  into  tubulous  pieces,  of  different  lengths,  like  the 
bark  of  a iree,  and  baked  to  a moderate  hardnefs.  On  the 
outfide  it  is  of  a brown  colour,  and  full  of  fmall  protube- 
rances; fmooth  and  yellowifh  within,  fometimes  with  a whi- 
tifh,  and  fometimes  with  a bluifh,  cart:.  The  fineft  is  that 
which  is  of  a good  brown  on  the  outfide,  and  of  a yellow 
tinge  within,  the  thickeft,  brighteft,  mod  granulated,  the 
hardeft  to  break,  and  that  which  has  the  leaft  foulnefs  a- 
mong  it. 

The  preceding  account  of  the  origin  of  tutty,  though  con- 
trary to  the  received  opinion,  is  fupported  by  authors  of 
refpedtable  authority,  and  by  its  chymical  properties.  That 
the  common  opinion,  of  its  being  a fublimate  produced  ii\ 
the  European  founderies,  where  zinc  is  melted  with  other 
metals,  is  erroneous,  appears  from  this  reafon,  that  tutty  is 
not  found,  upon  Ilritt  enquiry,  to  be  known  at  thofe  foun- 
deries, 
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deries,  and  by  its  confifting,  in  great  part,  of  an  earth  not 
capable  of  rifing  in  fu'blimation.  Thus  much,  however,  is 
probable,  that  fublimates,  or  the  common  ores  of  zinc,  are 
often  mixed  with  argillaceous  earths,  and  baked  hard,  in 
imitation  of  the  genuine  Oriental  tutty. 


Worm-Seed,  fee  Santonicum  Semen. 

Z E D O A R Y 

Is  brought  over  in  oblong  pieces,  of  a moderate  thicknefs, 
and  two  or  three  inches  long,  or  in  roundilh  pieces,  about 
an  inch  in  diameter.  In  the  bell  fpccimens,  it  is  of  an  a(h- 
colour,  or  light  grey,  externally,  and  white  within.  Its 
fmell  is  agreeable,  and  its  take  aromatic  and  fomewhat  bitter. 
It  impregnates  water  with  its  fmell,  a flight  bitternefs,  a 
confiderable  warmth  and  pungency,  and  a yellowilh- brown 
colour.  Zedoary  Ihould  be  chofen  dry,  large,  heavy,  and 
found. 


Various  Articles  of  private  Trade  from  India . 

A R A C, 

AR  R A C,  or  rack,  is  a fpirituous  liquor  bought  at  Ba- 
tavia or  Malacca,  and  ufed  in  making  punch.  This 
is  a branch  of  trade,  of  which  the  Dutch  have  almoll  depri- 
ved the  Portuguefe,  the  art  of  making  it  being  transferred, 
for  the  moll  part,  from  Goa  to  Batavia.  The  belt  arrack  in 
Batavia  is  fold  for  about  fifteen  pence  the  gallon. 


The 
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The  Goa  arrack  is  made  from  a vegetable  juice  called  tod- 
dy, which  flows  by  incifion  from  the  cocoa-tree.  The  Ba- 
tavia arac  is  made  from  rice  and  fugar.  There  is  likewife  a 
Ihrub  from  which  arac  is  made. 

The  manner  of  making  the  Goa  arac  is  this.  The  juice 
of  the  trees  is  not  procured  in  the  way  of  tapping,  as  we  do, 
but  the  operator  provides  himlelf  with  a parcel  of  earthern 
pots,  with  bellies  and  necks  like  our  ordinary  bird-bottles: 
he  makes  fall  a number  of  thefe  to  his  girdle,  and  any  way 
elfe  that  he  commodioufly  can  about  him.  Thus  equipped, 
he  climbs  up  the  trunk  of  a cocoa-tree;  and,  when  he  comes 
to  the  boughs,  he  takes  out  his  knife,  and,  cutting  off  one 
of  the  fmall  knots,  or  buttons,  he  applies  the  mouth  of  the 
bottle  to  the  wound,  faftening  it  to  the  bough  with  a ban- 
dage ; in  the  fame  manner  he  cuts  off  other  buttons,  and 
fallens  on  his  pots,  till  the  whole  number  is  ufed : this  is 
done  in  the  evening,  and,  defcending  from  the  tree,  he 
leaves  them  till  the  next  morning ; when  he  takes  off  the 
bottles  which  are  moftly  filled,  and  empties  the  juice  into  the 
proper  receptacle.  This  is  repeated  every  night,  till  a fuf- 
ficient  quantity  is  produced,  and  the  whole,  being  then  put 
together,  is  left  to  ferment,  which  it  foon  does. 

When  the  fermentation  is  over,  and  the  liquor,  or  walh, 
is  become  a little  tart,  it  is  put  into  the  Hill,  and,  a fire  be- 
ing made,  the  Hill  is  fuffered  to  work  as  long  as  that  which 
comes  over  has  any  confiderablc  tafte  of  fpirit. 

The  liquor  thus  procured  is  the  low  wine  of  arac,  and  this 
is  fo  poor  a liquor,  that  it  will  fcon  corrupt  and  fpoil,  if  not 
diftilled  again,  to  feparate  fome  of  its  phlegm  ; they  there- 
fore, immediately  after,  pour  back  this  low  wine  into  the 
Hill,  ana  redlify  it  to  that  very  weak  kind  of  proof-fpirit,  in 

which 
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which  Rate  we  find  it.  The  arac  we  meet  with,  notvvith- 
ftanding  its  being  of  a proof-teft,  according  to  the  way  of 
judging  by  the  crown  of  bubbles,  holds  but  a fixth,  and 
fometimes  but  an  eighth,  part  of  alcohol,  or  pure  fpirit; 
whereas  our  other  fpirits,  when  they  (hew  that  proof,  are  ge* 
nerally  elteemed  to  hold  one  half  pure  fpirit. 


ARRANGOES 

Are  a kind  of  beads,  formed  from  the  rough  cornelian,  or 
fome  Hone  of  that  nature,  chiefly  in  demand  for  the  African 
trade.  Thefe  are  of  different  forts.  Thofe  cut  from  the  belt 
ftones  are  from  two  to  three  inches  long,  barrel-fhaped, 
clear,  pale,  varioufly  coloured,  with  a good  polifh,  and  free 

I 

from  flaws.  Thofe  of  the  fecond  fort  are  from  one  to  two 
inches  long,  and  inferior  in  cut,  polifh,  and  quality.  Thofe 
of  the  third  fort  are  the  irregular  refufe  ftones,  from  half  an 
inch  to  an  inch  in  length,  flawed  and  dull. 


CANES, 

Called  dragon’s-blood,  muft  be  found,  taper,  fupple, 
and  clouded,  the  more  fo  the  better.  The  middle  joint 
muft  be  thirty-fix  inches  long,  and  the  top  and  bottom  joints 
eight  or  ten  more. 


Canes,  called  japans  or  wangees,  muft  be  pliable,  tough, 
round,  and  taper,  the  knots  being  at  regular  diftances. 

C A NE3, 


M 
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Canes,  called  rattans,  mull  be  found,  well-glafed,  full 
four  yards  long,  not  fmaller  than  the  little  finger,  and  of  a 
pale-yellow  colour. 


Ca  nes,  called  walking-canes,  to  be  of  any  value,  mull  be 
found,  heavy,  tapering,  twenty-eight  inches  long  in  the 
joint,  at  lead,  and  the  more  clouded  the  better.  Canes, 
thirty-fix  inches  long  in  the  joint  and  upwards,  are  moll  in 
demand. 


CARMENIA  WOOL 
Is  a kind  of  goat’s-hair,  of  a pale-brown  colour.  The 
purchafer  Ihould  be  careful  that  it  be  dry  and  free  from  dirt. 


CARPETS  of  PERSIA 
Pay  fo  heavy  a duty  that  they  are  an  unprofitable  purchafe. 


CORAL 

Is  eafily  procured  in  Italy  and  Turkey,  and  of  the  bed  qua- 
lity. India  receives  large  quantities  from  Europe,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  former  place  being  lefs  efteemed. 


COTTON  YARN 

Is  not  much  in  demand.  The  Bengal  fort  is  the  moll  va- 
luable. COW- 
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COWRIES 

Are  fea-fhells,  ufed  as  fmall  money  in  India  and  on  the 
coafl  of  Africa.  They  muft  be  found  and  clean  : the  fmaller 
the  more  valuable. 


ELEPHANTS  TEETH 
Are  valuable  in  proportion  to  their  fize  and  foundnefs. 
The  ftrait  white  teeth,  without  flaws,  and  not  very  hollow  in 
the  flump,  but  folid  and  thick,  are  the  beft. 

The  beft  weigh  — * — 501b.  each. 

The  next  weigh  — — 40  lb.  each. 

The  third  weigh  — — 30  lb.  each. 

The  fourth  weigh  — — zo  lb.  each. 

The  fmaller  are  of  little  value. 


GARNETS 

Arefeldom  found  in  a perfect  ftate.  Their  colour  natu- 
rally is  a flrong  red,  with  a faint  call:  of  blue.  The  moft  va- 
luable ftones  are  the  largeft,  and  thofe  of  the  cleareft  and 
brighteft  colour. 


GOA  STONES 

Area  factitious  preparation  of  mineral  fubftances,  mixed 
with  perfume,  in  very  little  demand. 


M z 
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HURSE- 
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H U R S E-S  K I N S 

Are  the  {kin  of  a fiffi  with  a hard  rough  coat,  chiefly  ufed 
in  Europe  to  cover  fmall  pocket-cafes. 


S E A-H  ORSE  TEETH 
Are  of  little  confumption. 


T U T A N A G 

Is  formed  into  blocks  of  about  twenty  pounds  each.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  buying  it,  only  to  fee  that  it  be  free  from 
drofs. 


Lacquered-Ware  and  China  mull  be  purchafed  at 
difcretion,  faffiion  varying  their  value  daily. 


Candied  nutmegs,  rice,  fuccades,  or  mixed  fweetmeats, 
together  with  tiger-lkins  and  leopard-fluns,  drefied,  ofually 
come  as  prefents. 


USE 


USE  of  the  CHINESE  TOUCH-NEEDLES, 


OR  THE  METHOD  OF  JUDGING  OF  THE 


FINENESS  of  GOLD  from  its  COLOUR. 
From  the  Philofophical  Commerce  of  the  Arts,  by  W.  Lewis, 


M.B.  and  F.R.S 


HOSE,  who  are  accuftomed  to  the  infpe&ion  of  geld 


-®-  varioufly  alloyed,  can  judge  nearly,  from  the  colour 
of  any  given  mafs,  the  proportion  of  alloy  it  contains,  pro- 
vided the  fpecies  of  alloy  be  known.  Different  compolitions 
of  gold,  with  different  proportions  of  the  metals  which  it  is 
commonly  alloyed  with,  are  formed  into  oblong  pieces, 
called  needles,  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  alMing  in  this  exa- 
mination, as  flandards  of  comparifon. 

The  ftandard-gold  of  this  kingdom  is  of  twenty-two  carats; 
that  is,  it  confills  of  twenty-two  parts  of  fine  gold  and  two 
of  alloy.  The  Chinefe  reckon  by  a different  divifion,  called 
touches,  of  which  the  higheft  number,  or  that  which  denotes 
pure  gold,  is  one  hundred  ; fo  that  one  hundred  touches  cor- 
refpond  to  our  twenty-four  carats;  feventy-five  touches  to 
eighteen  carats;  fifty  touches  to  twelve  carats  ; and  twenty- 
five  to  fix  : whence  any  number  of  the  one  divifion  may  be 
eafily  reduced  to  the  other. 

The  proportions,  in  the  compofition  of  the  feverai  needles,, 
are  adjullcd  in  a regular  feries  according  to  the  carat  weights. 
The  firfl  needle  confifts  of  fine  gold,  or  of  twenty-four  ca- 
rats ; the  fecond,  of  twenty-three  carats  and  a half  of  fine 
gold  and  half  a carat  of  alloy  ; the  third,  of  twenty  three  ca- 
rats of  fine  gold  to  one  carat  of  alloy  ; and  fo  on,  the  gold 
diminifhing,  and  the  alloy  incrcafing,  by  half  a carat  in  each 


needle 
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needle,  down  to  the  twentieth  carat:  all  below  this  are  made 
at  differences  of  whole  carats;  half  a carat  being  fcarcely 
diftinguifhable,  by  the  colour  of  the  mafs,  when  the  propor- 
tion of  alloy  is  fo  confiderable.  Some  make  the  needles  no 
lower  than  to  twelve  carats,  that  is,  a mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  gold  and  alloy  : others  go  as  low  as  one  carat,  or  one  part 
of  gold  to  twenty-three  of  alloy. 

Four  fets  of  thefe  needles  are  commonly  dire&ed  ; one  in 
which  pure  filver  is  ufed  for  the  alloy  ; another  with  a mix- 
ture of  two  parts  of  filver  and  one  of  copper  ; the  third  with 
a mixture  of  two  parts  of  copper  to  one  of  filver  ; and  the 
fourth  with  equal  parts  of  the  two  : to  which  fome  add  a fifth 
fet,  with  copper  only,  an  alloy  that  fometimes  occurs, 
though  much  more  rarely  than  the  others.  If  needles  fo 
low  as  three  or  four  carats  can  be  of  any  ufe,  it  fliould  feem 
to  be  only  in  the  firft  fet : for,  in  the  others,  the  proportion 
of  copper  being  large,  the  differences  in  colour,  of  different 
forts  of  copper  itfelf,  will  be  as  great  as  thofe  which  refult 
from  very  confiderable  differences  in  the  quantity  of  gold. 
When  the  copper  is  nearly  equal  in  quantity  to  the  gold,  ve- 
ry little  can  be  judged  from  the  colour  of  the  mafs. 

In  melting  thefe  compofitions,  the  utmoft  care  mull  be 
taken,  that  no  lofs  may  happen  to  any  of  the  ingredients  fo 
as  to  alter  the  proportions  of  the  mixtures. 

The  colours  are  beft  examined  by  means  of  ffrokes  drawn 
with  the  metals  on  a particular  kind  of  ftone,  brought  chiefly 
from  Germany,  and  called,  from  this  ufe,  a touch-ftone  ; the 

I 

beft  fort  of  which  is  of  a deep-black  colour,  moderately  hard, 
and  of  a fmnoth  but  not  polifhed  furface.  If  it  be  too  fmooth, 
foft  gold  will  not  eafily  leave  a mark  upon  it;  and,  if  rough, 
the  mark  proves  imperfeft.  If  very  hard,  the  frequent  clean- 
ing of  it  from  the  marks,  by  rubbing  it  with  tripoli  or  a 

piece 
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piece  of  charcoal  wetted  with  water,  gives  the  furface  too 
great  a fmoothnefs ; and,  if  very  foft,  it  is  liable  to  be 
fcratched  in  the  cleaning.  In  want  of  the  proper  kind  of 
ftone,  moderately  fmooth  pieces  of  flint  are  the  beft  fubfti- 
tutes : the  more  thefe  approach  in  colour  to  the  other  the 
better. 

The  piece  of  gold,  to  be  examined,  being  well  cleaned  in 
fome  convenient  part  of  its  furface,  a flroke  is  to  be  made 
with  it  on  the  Hone  ; and  another,  clofe  by  it,  with  fuch  of 
the  touch-needles  as  appears  to  come  the  neareft  to  it  in  co- 
lour. If  the  colour  of  both,  upon  the  ftone,  be  exa&ly  the 
fame,  it  is  judged  that  the  given  mafs  is  of  the  fame  finenefs 
with  the  needle  ; if  different,  another  and  another  needle 
mull  be  tried,  till  one  be  found  exadtly  correfponding  to  it. 
To  do  this  readily  practice  only  can  teach. 

In  making  the  flrokes,  both  the  given  piece  and  the  needle 
of  comparifon  are  to  be  rubbed  feveral  times  backward  and 
forward  upon  the  ftone,  that  the  marks  may  be  ftrong  and 
full,  not  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  inch  long,  and  about  a 
tenth  or  an  eighth  of  an  inch  broad  : both  marks  are  to  be 
wetted  before  the  examination  of  them,  their  colours  being 
thus  rendered  more  diftinft.  A flroke,  which  has  been 
drawn  fome  days,  is  never  to  be  compared  with  a frefh  one, 
as  the  colour  may  have  fufrered  an  alteration  from  the  air; 
the  fine  atoms,  left  upon  the  touch-ftone,  being  much  more 
fufceptible  of  fuch  alterations  than  the  metal  in  the  mafs.  If 
the  piece  be  fuppofed  to  be  fuperficially  heightened  by  art 
in  its  colour,  that  part  of  it,  which  the  flroke  is  defigned  to 
be  made  with,  fhould  be  previoufly  rubbed  on  another  part 
of  the  ftone,  or  rather  on  a rougher  kind  of  ftone  than  the 
common  touch-ftones,  that  a frefh  furface  of  the  metal  may 
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be  expofed.  If  it  be  fufpe&ed  to  be  gilt  with  a thick  codt 
of  metal,  finer  than  the  internal  part,  it  Ihould  be  raifed 
with  a graver  to  fome  depth,  that  the  exterior  coat  may  be 
broken  through  : cutting  the  piece  in  two  is  a lefs  certain 
way  of  difcovering  this  abufe ; the  outer  coat  being  fre- 
quently drawn  along,  by  the  fheers  or  chifel,  fo  as  to  cover 
the  divided  parts. 

The  metallic  compofitions,  made  to  refemble  gold  in  co- 
lour, are  readily  known  by  means  of  a drop  or  two  of  aqua- 
fortis, which  has  no  effedl  upon  gold,  but  difiolves  or  dis- 
charges the  marks  made  by  all  its  known  imitations.  That 
the  touch-flone  may  be  able  to  fupport  this  trial,  it  becomes 
a neceflary  character  of  it  not  to  be  corrofible  by  acids ; a 
character  which  fhews  it  to  be  eflentially  different  from  the 
marbles,  whereof  it  is  by  many  writers  reckoned  a fpecies. 
Jf  gold  be  debafed  by  an  admixture  of  any  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  thefe  compofitions,  aqua-fortis  will,  in  this  cafe,  alfo, 
difcharge  fo  much  of  the  mark  as  was  made  by  the  bale  me- 
tal, and  leave  only  that  of  the  gold,  which  will  now  appear 
difcontinued,  or  in  fpecks.  Silver  and  copper  are  in  like 
manner  eaten  out  from  gold  on  the  touch-flone  ; and  hence 
fome  judgement  may  thus  be  formed,  of  the  finenefs  of  the 
metal,  from  the  proportion  of  the  remaining  gold  to  the 
vacuities. 

Ercker  obferves  that  hard  gold  appears  on  the  touch-flone 
lefs  fine  than  it  really  is.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  this  dif- 
ference does  not  proceed  from  the  Ample  hardnefs;  but  from 
the  hardnefs  being  occafioned  by  an  admixture  of  luch  metal- 
lic bodies  as  debafe  the  colour  in  a greater  degree  than  an 
equal  quantity  of  the  common  alloy.  Silver  and  copper  are 
the  only  metals  ufually  found  mixed  with  gold,  whether  in 
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bullion  or  in  coin  ; and  the  only  ones  whofe  quantity  is  at- 
tempted to  be  judged  of  by  this  method  of  trial. 

The  Chinefe  are  faid  to  be  extremely  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
the  touch-ftone,  fo  as  todiftinguilh  by  it  fo  fmall  a difference 
in  the  finenefs  as  half  a touch,  or  a two  hundredth  part  of 
the  mixture.  The  touch-ftone,  as  I am  informed,  is  the  on- 
ly teft  by  which  they  regulate  the  fale  of  their  gold  to  the 
European  merchants;  and  in  thcfe  countries  it  is  fubjeft  to 
fewer  difficulties  than  among  us,  on  account  of  the  unifor- 
mity of  the  alloy,  which,  there,  is  almoft:  always  filver;  the 
lead  appearance  of  copper  being  ufed  in  the  alloy  gives  a 
fufpicion  of  fraud.  As  an  allay  of  the  gold  is  rarely  permitJ 
ted  in  that  commerce,  it  behoves  the  European  trader  to  be 
well  praftifed  in  this  way  of  examination  : by  carefully  aN 
tending  to  the  above  directions,  and  by  accuftoming  himfelf 
to  compare  the  colours  of  a good  fetof  touch-needles,  having 
the  finenefs  marked  on  each,  it  is  prefumed  he  will  be  abld 
to  avoid  being  impofed  on,  either  in  the  touch  itfelf,  or  by 
the  abufes,  faid  to  be  fometimes  committed,  of  covering  thd 
bar  or  ingot  with  a thick  coat  of  finer  metal  than  the  interior* 
part,  or  of  including  malfcs  of  bafe  metal  within  it.  A fed 
of  needles  may  be  prepared  for  this  ufe,  with  filver  alloy,  in! 
the  feries  of  the  Chinefe  touches;  or  the  needles  of  the  Eu- 
ropean account  may  be  ealily  accommodated  to  the  Chinefe 
by  the  following  table,  calculated  on  the  principles  already* 
explained.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  gold  flioes  of  Chia 
na  have  a depreffion  in  the  middle,  from  the  Ihrinking  of  the' 
metal  in  its  cooling,  with  a number  of  circular  rings,  likd 
thofe  on  the  balls  of  the  fingers,  but  larger  : the  fmaller  anc! 
clofer  thefe  are  the  finer  the  gold  is  faid'  to  be.  I have  bceii 
told,  that,  when  any  other  metallic  mafs  is  included  within, 
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the  fraud  is  difcoverable  at  fight,  by  the  middle  being  eleva- 
ted inftead  of  deprefled,  and  the  fides  being  uneven  and 
knobby  : but  that  the  fame  kind  of  fraud  is  fometimes  prac- 
tifed  in  the  gold  bars,  where  it  is  not  difcoverable  by  any 
external  mark. 

’TABLE  of  Correfpondence  between  the  European  and  Chinefe  Di- 
• vijions  reprefenting  the  Finenefs  of  Gold.  (See  Page  85.) 
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Method  of  bringing  federal  Touches  of  Gold  into  one . 

Let  the  finenefs  of  each  fort  be  multiplied  by  its  particular 
weight,  and  let  their  products  be  added  together,  for  a divi- 
dend: then  make  the  divifor  by  adding  the  weights  together. 
The  quotient  will  bethe  finenefs,  or  touch. 


Example,  io  Tale. 

— 94  Touch.  — 940 

IO  — 

\ 

— 92  — — 920 

20  9 

20)1860(93,  Touch  of 

180  [the  whole. 

60 

60 

PRACTICAL  DIRECTIONS 

FOR  PURCHASING 

DIAMONDS. 

THE  diamonds  of  the  Eaft-Indies  are  produced  in  the 
kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Golconda,  Vifapour,  and  in  the 
ifland  of  Borneo.  When  the  mine  lies  in  a rock,  the  dia- 
monds are  found  in  feveral  little  veins  of  a half,  and  fome- 
times  a whole,  inch  broad,  out  of  which  the  miners,  with 
hooked  irons,  draw  the  fand,  or  earth,  in  which  the  dia- 
monds are.  When  the  vein  terminates,  they  break  the  rock, 
that  the  track  may  be  found  again  and  continued.  The 
ftones  are  feparated  from  the  earth,  or  fand,  by  walking. 
The  miners  work  quite  naked,  except  a thin  linen  cloth  be- 
fore them;  and,  befide  this  precaution,  they  have  alfo  in- 
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fpe&ors  to  prevent  their  concealing  any  Hones,  which,  not- 
withftanding,  they  effedl,  by  watching  an  opportunity  to 
fwallow  them. 

In  the  choice  of  diamonds,  obferve  that  they  be  white, 
clear,  and  fmooth,  free  from  holes  or  flaws,  and  that  they 
fpread  well : the  coarleft  fort  is  called  boart,  which  is  of  very 
little  value,  and  ufed  by  lapidaries  when  bruifed. 

The  chief  things  to  be  obferved,  in  buying  rough  dia- 
monds, are,  I.  the  colour,  II.  cleannefs,  ill.  fliape. 

I.  COLOUR. 

1.  The  colour  fhould  be  perfectly  cryllalline,  and  refem- 
bling  a drop  of  clear  fpring  -water  ; in  the  middle  of  which 
you  will  perceive  a ftrong  light,  playing  with  a great  deal 
of  fpirit.  If  the  cc  at  be  fmooth  and  bright,  with  a fmall  tinc- 
ture of  green  in  it,  it  is  not  the  worfe,  and  feldom  proves  bad  : 
if  it  be  a deep  green,  even,  and  the  colour  clear  and  bright, 
the  Hone  is  little  the  worfe  ; but  a dull  cloudy  green  is  a bad 
colour  : if  there  be  a mixture  of  yellow  with  green,  it  is  not 
fo  valuable-  If  a (lone  be  of  a light,  dark,  or  cloudy,  brown, 
with  a fmooth  coat,  it  will  prove  foft,  and  cannot  be  cut  to 
advantage,  as  it  is  in  danger  of  being  flawed. 

2.  If  a ftone  has  a rough  coat,  that  you  can  hardly  fee 
through  it,  and  the  coat  be  white,  and  look  as  if  it  were 
rough  by  art,  and  clear  of  flaws  or  veins,  and  no  blemifh 
call  in  the  body  of  the  Hone,  (which  may  be  difcovered  by 
holding  it  again!!  the  light,)  the  ftone  will  prove  good.  If 
a ftone  be  large,  and  the  coat  fo  rough  as  to  prevent  inflec- 
tion, it  will  be  worth  while  to  have  two  windows  polifhed, 
on  oppofite  fidcs  of  the  ftone,  by  which  the  clearnefs  or  foul- 
ncfs  may  be  difcovered.  Small  Hones  are  not  worth  this 
expence. 

3.  It 
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3.  It  often  happens  that  a Hone  (hall  appear  of  a reddilh 
hue,  on  the  outer  coat,  not  unlike  the  colour  of  rutty  iron, 
yet,  by  looking  through  it  againtt  the  light,  you  may  obferve 
the  heart  of  the  (lone  to  be  white,  and  (uch  (lones  are  gene- 
rally good  and  clear,  if  the  red  fouls  be  not  too  deep,  and 
can  be  cut  out  without  much  walling  the  (lone. 

4.  All  (lones  of  a milky  coat,  whether  the  coat  be  bright 
or  dull,  if  never  fo  little  inclining  to  a bluifh  cad,  will  prove 
of  an  indifferent  colour  after  cutting. 

5.  You  will  meet  with  a great  many  diamonds  of  a rough, 
dark,  cinnamon-coloured,  coat:  this  fort  is  generally  very 
hard,  and,  when  cut,  contains  a great  deal  of  life  and  fpirit, 
as  all  hard  (lones  do,  of  whatever  colour  they  may  be:  but 
the  colour  is  very  uncertain ; it  is  fometimes  white,  andfome- 
times  brown,  and  fometimes  a very  fine  yellow. 

II.  CLEANNESS. 

1.  Concerning  the  fouls  and  other  imperfettions,  that  take 
from  the  value  of  the  diamond,  we  mullobferve,  all  diapha- 
nous (lones  are  originally  fluids  and  fpirituous  di(lil]ations, 
falling  into  proper  cells  of  the  earth,  where  they  lie  until 
they  are  ripened, . and  receive  the  hardnefs  we  generally  find 
them  of.  Every  drop  forms  an  entire  (lone,  contained  in  its 
proper  bed,  without  coats.  While  this  petrific  juice,  or  the 
matter  which  grows  in  the  (lone,  is  in  its  original  tender  na- 
ture, it  is  liable  to  all  the  accidents  we  find  in  it,  and  by 
which  it  is  fo  often  damaged:  for,  if  fome  little  particle  of 
fand  or  earth  fall  into  the  tender  matter,  it  is  locked  up  in  it, 
and  becomes  a foul  black  fpot ; and,  as  this  is  bigger  or  Iefs, 
fo  itdiminilhes  the  value  of  the  (lone. 

2.  Flaws  are  occafioned  by  fome  accident,  (hake,  or  vio- 
lence, which  the  (lone  received  whilll  in  its  bed.  And  this 
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frequently  occafions  an  open  crack  in  the  ftone,  fometimes 
from  the  outfide  to  the  center,  and  fometimes  in  the  body  of 
the  ftone,  which  does  not  extend  to  the  outfide;  but  this  is 
much  the  worft,  and  will  require  great  judgement  to  know 
how  far  it  does  extend:  it  takes  half  from  the  value. 

3.  The  next  and  greateft  care  will  be  to  avoid  beamy 
ftones : and  this  requires  more  fkill  and  prafticethan  anything 
yet  fpoken  of.  Indeed, a great  many  ftones  area  little  beamy  in 
the  roundel!,  (by  which  I mean  the  edges,)  but  it  is  not  fo  ve- 
ry material,  though  it  diminilhes  the  life  of  the  diamond. 
By  beamy  {tones,  I mean  fuch  as  look  fair  to  the  eye,  and 
yet  are  fo  full  of  veins  to  the  center,  that  no  art  or  labour  can 
polifh  them.  Thefe  veins  run  through  feveral  parts  of  the 
{tone,  and  fometimes  through  all;  and,  when  they  appear 
on  the  outfide,  they  {hew  themfelves  like  protuberant  ex- 
crefcences,  from  whence  run  innumerable  fmall  veins,  ob- 
liquely eroding  one  another,  and  {hooting  into  the  body  of 
the  {tone:  the  ltone  i;felf  will  have  a very  bright  and  (hining 
coat,  and  the  veins  will  look  like  very  fmall  pieces  of  po- 
liced lieel  rifing  upon  the  furface  of  the  {tone.  This  fort  of 
{tone  will  bear  no  polifhing,  and  is  not  better  than  a piece  of 
boart.  Sometimes  the  knot  of  the  veins  will  be  in  the  cen- 
ter, the  fibres  will  {hoot  outward,  and  the  fmall  ends  termi- 
nate in  the  coat  of  the  diamond  : this  is  more  difficult  to  dif- 
cover,  and  mult  be  examined  by  a nice  eye;  yet  you  may  be 
able,  here  and  there,  to  perceive  a fmall  protuberance,  like 
the  poin  t of  a needle,  lifting  up  a part  of  the  coat  of  the  ftone; 
and  though,  by  a good  deal  of  labour,  it  ftiould  be  poliftt- 
ed,  it  will  be  a great  charge,  and  fcarcely  pay  for  the  cut- 
ting, and  therefore  it  is  to  be  eftcemcd  as  little  better  than 
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the  former.  But,  if  you  be  not  careful,  the  Indians  will 
throw  one  of  thefe  ftones  into  a parcel,  and  oftentimes  the 
largeft. 

III.  SHAPE. 

The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  is  their  fhape,  which  a lit- 
tle experience  will  quickly  Ihew  how  to  diflinguifh.  It  con- 
lifts  of  three  articles : ftones  in  four  points,  ftones  in  two 
points,  and  lafques. 

1 . Stones  in  four  points  conlift  of  four  equilateral  triangles 
at  top,  and  the  fame  at  bottom.  This  is  the  raoft  complete 
lhape,  and  what  nature  would  produce  in  all  diamonds,  were 
fhe  not  controuled  by  the  fteel-corns  of  the  foil  that  forms 
the  bed  in  which  the  firft  tender  matter  was  call.  This  form 
produces,  when  cut,  thick,  fquare,  good,  ftones. 

2.  Stones  in  two  points  are  when  four  of  the  triangular 
planes  are  broader  than  the  other  four.  This  will  make  a 
thinner  brilliant,  have  more  life,  and  be  more  fpread  and 
valuable,  in  proportion  to  its  fize. 

3.  A ftone,  which  is  naturally  well-formed  for  a drop, 
(i.  e.  of  a flat  pear-form,)  is  more  valuable  than  a ftone  of 
the  fame  weight,  formed  for  a brilliant,  as  it  lofes  much  lefs 
in  cutting. 

4.  Lafques,  or  la  crades,  is  the  term  for  all  diamonds  cut 
and  polifhed  in  India,  in  which  the  colour  and  defedts  are 
more  apparent. 

To  know  what  the  weight  of  a rough  diamond  will  be, 
when  cut  and  polifhed,  a piece  of  lead  fhould  be  call:  of  the 
propofed  fize,  and  filed  to  the  proper  fhape,  which  will  give 
the  required  weight ; lead  being  exactly  three  times  as  heavy 
as  a diamond. 
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The  value  of  rough  diamonds  is  extremely  uncertain: 
weight  and  fize  alone  will  not  dirett  in  this  matter;  they 
• ever  give  place  to  quality  and  lhape.  Experience  and 
prattice  are  the  only  means  that  can  lead  to  a certainty. 
This  will  be  evident  by  an  attention  to  the  prices  in  the  fol- 
lowing catalogue  offeveral  parcels  of  rough  diamonds,  which 
were  fold  by  audtion;  at  the  Bank  coifee-houfe,  near  the  Royal- 
exchange,  on  Thurfday,  January  28,  1 779,  Alher  Gold- 

fmid,  fworn -broker. 
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